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Preface

This report forms part of the National Programme of Landscape Character Assessment,
which is being carried out by Scottish Natural Heritage, in partnership with local authorities
and other agencies.

The Mational Programme aims to improve our knowledge and understanding of the
contribution that landscape makes to the natural heritage of Scotland.

This study was commissioned by Scottish Natral Heritage and provides a detailed
assessment of the landscape of Caithness & Sutherland. It considers the likely pressures and
oppeormnities for change in the landscape, assesses the sensitivity of the landscape to change
and includes guidelines indicating how landscape character may be conserved, enhanced or
restructured as appropriate.

The report will be of interest to all those concerned with land management and landscape
change. More specifically, it is intended to provide the landscape context for SNH staff
responding to planning and land use related casework. SNH also hopes that the information it
contains will be of use to Highland Council in the production of its local and structure plans.

The views contained within this report represent those of the consultant - Caroline Stanton -
and do not necessarily reflect the policies and views of the sponsors.
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Sweeping moorand

Flat peatland

Moorland slopes and hills
Cnocan

Lane mountains

Irreguiar massif

High cliffs and sheltered bays
Long beaches, dunes and links
Kyles, firths and sea lochs
Strath

Coastal Shelf

Harbour

Tawn

Open, intensive farmland
Mixed agriculture and settlement
Small farms and crofts

Dispersed farms and crofts

Small farm and crofting aress with local faciities

Small farm and croffing areas with new housing

Arsa of small farms and crofis sumounded by woodland
Fringe crofting and historic features

Please note that the information comtsmed within the |landscape

characier subbypes should be studied in conjunction with that contased
witkin five man landscape charsder type descripton.
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This landscape character type forms extensive areas, mainly within the interior
of Sutherland and wesl Caidhness. |t appears stunning on account of its simple
compaosition of landscape characteristics and vast scale. Transitions bebwesen

different areas and with neighbouring landscape character types tend to be
extremely subtle.

Sweeping moorand is dominated by s wide open space. This results in a
high degree of exposure, affording extensive visibility.

This landscape possesses a simple wisual
compasition, its main elements being the sky,
& horizontal or gently sloping, uninterrupted
skyline, and vegetation. There is generally an
absence of dominant visual foci, although thess
are sometimes locally formed by, for example,
a lone lachan, tree, area of rock outcrops or
Hill,

Sweeping moorland is usually characterised by
having a faiy flal, or gently sloping or
undufating landform, allowing open
movement throughout the landscape. The i
character of the landform is often highlighted in Low fght, conditicns highlight
particular weather and light conditions. undutaling kandiomm

This |andscape is largely uninhabited, resulting in a perceived sense of
remoteness, This, in addition to the visual simplicity, tends to direct atienfion
lowards the foreground details and other experiential characteristics.
Thase include the sound of insects and birds, the feel and sound of the wind
blowing around one, and the smell and spongy fesling of walking upon damp
mossy vegetation.

Many areas of sweeping moordand contain
fochs and mature, meanderng rvers, These

sit within the shallow straths and basins in the -
landscape, forming foci and their horizontal —‘-q::_
surface subtly extending from the surrounding -

......

land - e LT e

Juvenile streams exist within some areas of this landscape; the character of
these varies considerably between different season and weather condiions.
The sound of water passing along streams, particularly when in spate, forms a
distinct charactenstic in some locations, especially in remote areas where it is
otherwise very quiet. Some of the water courses carve deep channels within
the peatland, others create tunnels which run just below the surface of the

peatland and coarse vegetation, so that they incite curiosity by being hesnd
without being seen.
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yereeping ki

Ribbons of broadiesf woodland occasionaliy
run along the water courses and loch edges
within this landscape. These fragments mainky
comprise  birch, alder, willow and rowan
species; they provide sheler, accentuated by
thelr compacl and wind pruned form which
f:h.r:ds tclr a%r moulded to the waters adgje or
ninel, tree leaves, especial rch,

reflect light which can often 595::1 ln'r'ﬂanna' o the coatared walR A
upon the water surface,

FPockets of improved grazing exist within
some areas of sweeping moonand, appearing
a5 green islands within the sumounding rough
vegetation. These areas (often heavily grazed G S

by sheep) tend to relate to the presant or past e ——

location of farm or croft buildings and their e i
enclosuras,

The location of ruined buildings, field boundaries and drainage channels
represent a history of past depopulation. The remains exude a sense of history
and often incite curiosity conceming a past way of life within a landscape with
such testing physical conditions.

Mosl existing setffemeants within this landscape characier type occur on the
outer edges, pariculary where abutting the sea or & sirath. Setilements are
only occasionally found within the interior, this means that where they do exist,
they tend 1o appear as a surprise when travelling through the landscape,
contrasiing to the sumounding openness, exposure and sense of remoteness. It
i5 often difficult, at first, to comprehend why these seftlements should be
located where they are within the open landscape, but on closer examination,
they tend 1o be connected to either estate buildings, & bridging point, or a
confluence of roads or the railway. Sometimes these settlements actually
represent the remnants of what would have once been a widely populated
crofling area.

Service elements, such as roads and powerines, pass through some pars of
this landscape, tending to be highly wisible on account of the open
surroundings. The siting of these elements within this landscape may parly
result from it being less physically restrictive than many of the surmounding
characler types, However, it may also be bacause this landscape is perceived
by some to have less scenic value than other character types, on account of is
lamge extent and visual consistency.

Poserines and road divide
spacs and immoduce lines.

Wi i Bl W -

Crxpaen landscape with & sense
of remoleness

Areas of peaf cuttings and hagging occur within some parts of sweeping
moorand, the exposed peat atiracting attention on account of is dark brown
colour, the lines that the peal faces create, and the character of the associated
pools of water, paricularty the insects and birds which they attract.
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fransitfons

sweeping mosrlmd

Peat hagging can poriray a negative image to some, reflecting a vulnerability
of the landscape to erosion which is exacerbated in places by heavy grazing
pressure.

Vehicular tracks and wheel marks from all-
terrain vehicles are evident within some areas
of this landscape. These roules are used
mainly to provide access for deer stalking and
to fishing lochs and peat cultings. In some
places, they appear as negalive elemants, as
they may lead 1o erosion and vegetation
disurbance which will take many years io
recover, if at all (erosion may be aggravated if
wheel marks diverl water drainage).

Coniferous plantations form a dominant characteristic within some areas of
this landscape type. Their impact varies considerably in relation to their extent,
the character of the specific place in which they are located and the design of
the plantation and its associated elements such as drainage dilches, access
tracks, fencez and associated storage areas. However, most mature
coniferous plantations represent past forestry practises no longer advocated
and are being gradually restructured.

From a distance, many large coniferous plantations can appear to fit within this
landscape character type, blending into the wide open midground. However,
their presence tends to be highlighted in snow and frosty conditions, and in
contrast to broadleaf tree species and the orange brown colour of moorand
vegetation in late autumn.

w:&-«*’# W e ——

From a distance_ largs, Plantation colour and textura

simpile lerrn of plartation eonftrasls to mocrland in mpmillunarﬂmlm
lends info opan moariand S concitions conltrasts ba mearisnd
SRATE ciaracher

As previously mentioned, broadleaf woodland forms a key charactenstic
within some areas of this landscape character type. This tends to be mainly
linked to watercourses, lochs, the location of old eststes and areas which are
difficult for animals to access, for example upon river slopes. Many of these
woodlands are not actively managed and are of a uniform age structure, with
little regeneration evident due to heavy grazing.

This landscape merges into surmounding character types in a very gradual
fashion, with outhiers and inliers often ccourming within the transitional zone, 1
mainly borders mooriand slopes and hills, small farms and crofting areas

{particularly fringe crofting and historic features) and surrounds lone
MOUtains.

This landscape sometimes forms a raised shelf or plateau near to the sea,
running adjacent to the high cliffs and sheftered bays characler type. In such
locations, the coasting is often not visible from inland areas, resulting in an
experience of surprise when the sea is finally viewed and heard upon armival.
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Some area of this landscape character type form & subiype - flat peatfand.
This shares the same key characteristics as sweeping moorland; however it is
distinguished by the paricular nature of some of these, as discussed within the
next description of landscape characternistics in 1a.
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Greneral

When looking at change within this landscape character type, key
considerations are its wide open space and simple visual
composition; these tend to result in any new elements becoming focal
features, affecting the existing undifferentiated character. It is also
very important to consider how change may have an impact on the
existing sense of remoteness within this landscape, and the ability to
experience its characteristics.

Fagie.

P T
wnarie, B ; =
Existing character - difficult e Mew slements change:

gEoem Soale undiffgraniiated characher

It is important to design and locate new elements in direct relabion to the landscape,
s0 that they seem appropriate 1o a particular place and function. These will appear
to contrast less with the landscape’s openness where their size and siting allows the
surrounding space o be clearly visible. As most areas of this lendscape do not
contain human artefacts, it is important to explore whether the infroduction of these,
especially where they possess a distnct functon, will impose their own character or
image upon the landscape, As additional elements will tend to form focal points, it is
alzo paricularly important to conssder thew aesthetics, for example whether a
structure appears visually balanced.

B
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o
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Element creabes fomus, but Mewr efements. Impoess T impact of the design ol a

allows the surounding opsn indusital characiar upen their structure will depend on the

Spcs b femain the sumoundings image it portays and e visual
alance and propar@ans

The introduction of numerows elements intc this landscape should be initally
examined at a strategic level, as they will have a cumulafive impact Of particukar
concermn will be whether thiz affects the characteristic opennsss and sense of
remoteness within this lndscape. It is also dfficult to locate many elements within
sweaping moofland without these seeming as disorganised additions, as the
landscape does not typically possess a distinet patiern to which they can relate. This
means that t may be preferable to concentrafe of order elements so that they
appear as an idenfifisble group in their own right

T o T T

e -'|1 - - ™
Singla elament appears Currlative impact resulis in slementa Concenirated group
infenior to landscape becaming key charactenstc of Endscape. as single feature,
character, Relates in Similar desdgn and hocation creates unifled leaves suroundings
specilic peinl. group, whera the mticnale for mndom open,

elements s confusng,
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Road upgrading

smeping o land

Most roads within this landscape character type are of single vehicle
width. These have tended to develop from rough ftracks which
possessed no foundations, so that they are often unstable. The wet
nature of the moorland, and the heavy forces applied by traffic,
particularly from timber and fish lorries, results in degradation and
subsequent demands for road upgrading. This may also include the
construction of new bridges, barriers, bollards, snow poles and
parking or passing places. The introduction of these elements in a
haphazard fashion can conflict with the rural and typically remote
character of the landscape.
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Simgle track road undutahes Rioad characher dominates
through marand a8 mirar featune landscapa

Many single track roads within this character type possess eroded
edges. This has tended fo start when a motorist pulls onto a verge to
allow another vehicle to pass, avoiding the need to reverse back to a
passing place. This causes wvegetation erosion, which in tumn
encourages more motorists to pull up onto the side. Ewventually, a
situation arises where drivers travel at fast speeds assuming they can
pass other vehicles on the verges, rather than travelling at a slower
pace because of the need to use passing places.

The process of roadside erosion is also exacerbated when road
chippings, gravel or spoil is laid over the verges, or when they are
eroded during other road maintenance works, such as ditch clearance:
mooriand vegetation is particularly slow to recover from this kind of
disturbance, if it is ever able to do at all.

77

Bingle track road with informal surfacing encourages

passing places miotarsts to pull onbo verges
rafher than using passing
erosion

Many roads are subject to piecemeal widening and straightening
within Caithness and Sutheriand. This practice results in the character
of a road varying along its length - its relationship with the
surrounding landscape also changing. Variation of a road's width and

line tends to encourage erratic changes in the driving habits of
motorists.

Guidance

It is imperative that the strategic implications and knock-on effects of road works s
considered in relation 1o e character of this landscape; for example, road uvpgrading
to @ double frack will encourage vehicles to fravel faster, despite continuing hazards
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Land management

sweeping moadisd

such as wandering shesp, whe tend to favour the well drained grass verges of new
ropd edges.

It &= difficult to upgrade roads within this landscape without these seeming to contrast
to the remote moorand character. However, upgrading (inciuding the widening of
roads and the construction of bridges and bamiers) will appear more appropriate
where structures relate to both the nature of road usage and the sumounding
landscape character.

Attempts should be made to hakt the processes of roadside erosion, for example by
reinforcing road edges, restoring or reseeding verges, or by Emiting surfacing 1o &
gingle or double vehicle width and avoiding anything in between. Maintersance works
Wil be less disruptve where they avoid excessive pestiand and wegetabon

disturbance, or the insensitve dumping of spoil.
1k .I_... _,*;:,}-
?i:_’;r":.-f ___..--"'-

o5 A i

: A s e
Road dominates area as warks Riaad remaing minor elament as
desturbance creabes image af dileh mrraintenance camied out
riegliect which ercourages further senefifvely. Foad erosion is hafted
‘Bl bry reair. imiimg surfacing to

Land management and agricultural practices are set to continue
changing through the provision of subsidies and grants, for example
linked to the Common Agricultural Policy ([CAP) and programmes such
as the Scottish Countryside Premium Scheme (SCPS). It is difficult to
predict the nature of these changes; however, it can generally be
expected that they will encourage a greater sustainability of land
management and agricultural practices in the future.

Some areas of sweeping moorland were previously managed more
intensively than they are today, as indicated by the remains of
abandoned buildings, field boundaries and drainage channels.
Intensive management tends to be now limited to a few farms and
crofts, with most of the surrounding landscape being grazed by deer
and sheep. The extensive nature of such livestock management can
result in the selective and intense grazing of the most favourable
areas, This can cause erosion and peat hagging, and the spread of

weed species such as bracken. These processes may be further
influenced by poor muirburn practice.

Some areas of moorland are being increasingly fenced, in order to
enclose sheep, or to prevent the movement of deer. The introduction
of fences creates lines which contrast to the otherwise
undifferentiated character of sweeping moorland, and prevents the
unrestricted movement which is typical of this character type. The
route of fences are emphasised where vegetation cover varies from
one side to the other because of different grazing densities, and where
animals erode paths along the barrier as they pace alongside them.
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Woodland

rweeping moorland

Guidance

Although it is uncertain how the provision of grants and subsidies will affact
agriculture and land management in the future within aress of sweeping moorand, it
iz expected that thess will support more susteinable practices. Generally, this wil
inwvialve the reduction of sheap and dear numbers, the promation of good huskbandry,
and sddifional control of bracken and mulrbusn, partculary within sensitive areas
such as peat hags. Within the pockets of improved famiand, there may be mona
cropping and boundary and drainage channel maimenance, |t s mportant that
these praclices reflect the particular characierstics within an area of swesaping
moorand, in order 1o be sustainable and to appear appropriate to the place.

It is preferable to avoid the fencing of sweeping moodand, paricularly in more
remote areas; however, where necessary, the impact of fences can be minimised by
routing them to follow the lie of the land, by providing pedestrian gateways, and by
ensuring that any enciosure is not marely divarting or concentrating existing grazing

Fence conflicts with e of land Fence follows Be of End,
and concantrates grazmg gateways @ abviows, and
prEEEUnE on one sde QrEZing pressure i batanoed

The old single species coniferous plantations within this landscape
tend to possess a simple and regular design which relates to their
human derived character, almost like an elevated crop. However,
most coniferous plantations will undergo re-structuring at some point
in the future to create a more diverse age and species composition.
The nature of this restructuring will vary between stands, but may
include thinning, partial or complete felling and replanting, and the
extension of some plantations. These actions will tend fo occur in
phases, and may require associated works such as the construction
of access tracks and storage areas.

The character of new woodland planting is likely to be influenced
strongly by the availability of grants and Forestry Commission
guidelines. It Is likely that new woodlands will be sited in areas which
have a greater ability to physically sustain them than some past
plantations, and that they will incorporate a greater proportion of
broadleaf species and areas of open space.

Some coniferous plantations may be subject to insect infestation,
such as from the pine beauty moth; this may result in the premature
death of trees.

Guidance

It is important to plan strategically the restructuring of edsting plantations and the
planting of new woodland within this character type, and to consider what kind of
image will be created by such works. The landscape impact of & woodland within
this character type will primarily depend on its size, shape and species composition

in relabon to the swrounding openness and simple nature of the sweeping
moorand.
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Plantation appears o blend Restructurng may ether oreabe & diversity which contrasts to the
inka midgraund, fte slmpliciy surraunding simgdée land cover, or & may be maraped o nleghate
coemplemanting e with the very subtie variabions of andfarm and drainsge conditions
surmouindings,

Woodland will generally appear most fiting where tree growth, species composition
and stand density directty relstes to the specific conditions of & site. To avoid
fensing, this would ideally imolve a reduction of deer and sheep numbers to levels at
which they do not pose & grazing threat. Unfortunately, this is invariably difficult to
achieve in the short term, o that fencing will usually be necessary. This anclosure
can result in 8 woodland possessing a strongly contrived character where there (s the
formation of a hard edged or dense stand (this is accentuated when animal numbers
within the surrounding area are not reduced to compensate for the loss of land,
resufting in an increase of grazing pressure in areas sumounding the wood).

Although there may cumentty be no  easy
atemative to fencing, the use of natural bamiers
within the design of a woodland will generally
appear mofe approprate o the character of the
landscape, as well as reducing the length of
necessary fencing, for example by exending to
rock faces, watercourses, loch shores or the sea.
key considerations of the latter of these will be
how far water levels fluctuate during the year and
whether fencing to the waters edge will restrict
pedestrian access, The plantng of conifer stands along the edge of water bodies
may also be resisted by conservation agencies on the grounds of potentially affecting
the waler ecosystem.

Where fencing is necessary, the impact of enclosure may be minimised where fence
ines follow the lie of the land and & stand = perodically thinned.

Fance Eres afternpl bo nelste bo landform, but woodband exends o Redustion of grazing pressure

iorm hard edge over time, wissne inadagualely managed. alicws expansion of wood,
directly related to sie
canditions.

I i important to consider the need and effect of service facliies during the
restruchuring o new planting of a woodland. The impact of elements such as access
racks, plough limes and storage areas can be gquite substantial withen locations of
sweaping mooriand, although this will depend on their design and management, and
particutarly their scale.
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Power lines, mases
and aenals

Wind energy
development

si'tq:'mg o d

Citflcult to discam scale of

plantaton, Minimal width of road by track and drainage channel
re£LBs in this appaanng a5 an constucion creates a negaine
ileriar sement, image.

The location of powerlines, masts or aerials may constitute a force for
change within this landscape character type. The visual impact of
locating these elements within the landscape tends to mainly concern
the ecreation of focal points and lines within a landscape which is
otherwise largely undifferentiated, especially where they require
access tracks or buildings.

The impact of these elements will depend on their design, their
cumulative effect, and whether they impose their character upon the
local area.

it is generally preferable to upgrade or add to existng powerlines, maste or aerials,
rather than constructing new structures, especially as vertical elements are so clearly
wizible within this landscape.

Although it & difficull to infroduce powerlines, masts or aerals without them
appearing 25 a conrasting element to the sweeping peatland, ther impact can
appear less distuptive where they relate to the specific characteristics and lie of the
land. They will also tend to appear less negative where they possess a balanced
aesthetic form and avold associated facilites such as access fracks, which indicate
their relative scale and reinforce a utilitarkan image.

I T T 1TYTIIT

Repsetition of Repafition of Precaricus ange of Liorgrast af fam

elements and slements, SLpPens can prevents powaring

balanced form unialanced form appear visualy being seen a5
unstable contingys slement

This landscape character type may be favoured for windfarm
development on account of its typically consistent and high wind
speeds, and its open space and fairly flat landform. A windfarm will
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Peat extraction

SWeEplng Mmoo

relate to the exposed, wind dominated character of this landscape, and
can appear as a spectacular, futuristic-looking and sculptural addition.
However, it may also conflict with the sense of remoteness and ‘wild
land’ within many areas, particularly if a development requires
associated facilities such as tracks and substations.

Fuidance

A windfarm will tend to appear most appropriate where it is located within the wide
open aneas of this landscape character type, so0 that the size of the turbines appear
inferior to the scale of the sumounding space. A windfarm should aim o portray a
mmple and sculptural image within moordand sumoundings, es this landscape
possesses no destinet pattern; this means that the layout of a windfarm will tend to
appear most ratonal where # = arranged in a cleary ordered manner, &5 & unified
and concentrated group with its own idantty.

The location of a windfarm will fend to appear less disruptive where it avoids the
construction of permanent faciliies such as access tracks and buildings. This B
important, as wind turbines generally have a lifespan of around 25 years, at the end
of which they can be easily removed (replacement requires new planning
permission). However, permanent features such as access tfracks and substations
have a substantial visual impact within sweeping moartand which iz more difficult to
reverse. |f absolutely necessary, the impact of racks can be minimised where they
are narmow (possibly partially restored after the constructon phase) and follow the lis
and specific character of the land. Substations will generalty appear most
appropriate where they relate to the design and scale of other buildings in the
landscape.

. T .. L S—
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[
Vindilanm soake appears inferior to wWindiarm affects entine ansa.
the surmounding Rndscape. Rationale for [ayoul is unckear.
Simpla, crdered form seen as Aooans racks poOrtray @ negative
‘gontrolied” human arefasl image of ground desturbanse.

Hand cutiing of peat for domestic use has traditionally taken place
within many areas of this landscape character type, usually occurring
at a slow and sustainable rate. However, this may not be the case for
mechanical peat extraction which is increasing within some areas of
this character type. This is for both domestic use (usually invelving
the removal of peat 'sausages’ or peat blocks with a digger} and
commercial means with open cast extraction. The full effects of
mechanical peat extraction over long periods of fime is unknown.
However, it is likely that it has the potential to affect drainage regimes
and water levels, and removes peat at a rate which will have knock on
effects for the biodiversity of the landscape.

Large scale peat extraction will have a visual impact on the landscape.
The nature of this relates to the specific character of the place, the
scale of operations, and the need for facilities such as tracks and
storage and loading areas.
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Guidance

The cutling of pest for domestic purposes is currently unregulated. However, it can
be advised that untl a tme exdsts when the potential effects of mechenised peat
cutting is fully understood, this practice should only proceed with great caution. Any
form of peat extracton will have an impact on the [andscape; however, this may
appear less disruptive where the pattern of exiraction relates to the traditional
character of peat cutting, and where the extent of the works do not appear to
dominate the moorand landscape scale. The impact of operations may also be
reduced by strategically planning phases which will allow gradual regeneration of the
vegetation. This may not be poasible in some areas, however, due to the sensitivity
of the habitat, where it may be more appropriate to encourage the reversion to
ancther habitat type, such & wetiand,
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This landscape forms a sublype of the sweeping moodand landscape characler
type previously discussed. This means that i shares the same key
characteristics as sweeping moorand; however, some of these slightly differ in
their nature and emphasis, mainly determined by & subtle difference of
landform.

This landscape possesses & flat landform and immense openness which
creates extreme exposure and panoramic visibility.

There is & dominance of the sky within the composition of landscape
elements, and this typically offers an exciting display of approaching and
passing weather systems, with frequent changes of light and colour and ‘racing’
clouds.

This exposed landscape is often subject 1o strong winds, and this affects the
experience of these areas, the wind often blowing and whistling around, and its
effect seen by Swaying grasses, rpples on water, and the permanent
sculpluring of wind-pruned trees,
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Most parts of this landscape seem very remote, as it i3 Iargfﬂ_-.r uninhabited and
accass by vehicle is mainly limited to a few forest or esiate tracks. There is

litle human activity, and what exists is mainly confined to foresl workings and
irains.

There is an extreme simplicity in the visual composition of this landscape,
mainfy comprising the sky, a flat skyline, the vegetation and occasional pools,
As this amangement tends o vary iiftle, it is typically difficulf to determine
distance or scale within views, accentuated by the effects of wisual
foreshortening when looking across a flat plane. However, there is an acule
awareness of other experiential characteristics within this landscape, 50
that, for example, the occasional sound of running water or insects or birds
seems disproportionately intense.

Few visual foci exist within this landscape character type, 5o that it is typically
difficult to determine onentation; local focal poinls are, however, very
occasionally formed by the location of a building or loch,

Views of very distant hills exist in most areas of this
landscape character type. These hills tend to have
very distinctive profiles, and they form feimt - 55 L.

backcloths to the horizon, their appesrance ofien . s ., xllrh.-m P
seeming to alfer as one moves through the landscape

and with changing weather and light conditions.
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transitions

flar peatland subrrpe

Water forms a dominani element within maost
areas of thiz landscape. This is mainly evident
a5 & wel, spongy, vegetation, and the location
of lochs, water channels and dubh lochans. N
The latter of these often occur in distinct i -
patterns, although this tends to be only clearly e 0

visible from elevated viewpoints, such as from e e
surrounding plateaux or hills. e v o e R gas i)

The wetness and infertility of the peatland results in this landscape possessing
a very distinct flora, dominated by sphagnum mosses, some of which ara
particularly conspicuous on account of their vibrant colours. The landscape is
also inhabiled by many different kinds of insecis - brighl. colourful
dragonflies tending to create the most noticeable of displays in summer.
Areas of flat peatiand also have a distinct bird population - most salient
when these are calling at certain times of the year - pariculary the curlews and
plovers. Many of these creatures are s=asonal visitors.

Large areas of this character type are designated, on account of the
international, as wall as local, importance of the habitat. The designations also
reflect the sensitivity of this landscape to any disturbance.

s
Some areas of this landscape character —
sublype are locsted upon plateawx. The & —
elevation of these areas and their surrounding l
space creagles an even greater sense of elevated
exposure, paricularly upon the edaes of the e
landform, where distant views are afforded.

Some parts of flat peatland are 'clothed’ by an extensive cover of coniferous
plantations. Within distant views, the large size and uniformity of these
appears to blend into the horizontal composition of the landscape; however, at
closer proximity, the plantations define spaces within the landscape by creating
edges, enclosures and shapes. Their facilities, such as access tracks and
storage areas, also have a subsianfial impact in the landscape, although it
should be noted that the character of mosi of these plantations result from a
past forestry practice no longer advocated.
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Friafm a destance, plantation At elasar proximity, plantations

appears 1o bend into hof@antal contrast to open and

rricgroand undifferendiafed charactes of
suroundngs

A railway runs through the most extensive area of this landscape character
type within Caithness and Sutherand. This creaies a line which stands out
wﬂhm its local sumoundings, confrasting to the undifferentiated characler. The
trains may appear disturbing to some within this quiet, remote landscape;
howewver to others, the activity and associaled features, such as snow barmiers,
create an interesting focal addition of historic and social significance. The
trains also allow a number of people to view this character type who would
otherwise be unlikely to visit and appreciate some of its gualities.

As a landscape character subtype, flal pealland is usually enclosed by
sweeping moorand. The transiions between these tend to be very subtle in
nature, the change of character most clasaly linked to differences of landform
and drainage.
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Bt peatld subrype

As a subtype of the sweeping mooriand character type, this landscape
shares the key forces for change discussed within the previous
section. However, the nature of some of these are slightly different;
this is mainly influenced by the extreme sensitivity of the flat peatland
habitat, and limited by its designations, ground instability and
inaccessibility to vehicles.

The introduction of new elements are likely to form foci within this
landscape, on account of its extreme simplicity of visual composition
and undifferentiated character. Vertical elements are also seen from
far distances on account of the flat landform. New features may divert
attention from the characteristic experience of this landscape and the
appreciation of its open space and remotenass.

Any human disturbance will tend to have a substantial impact within
this landscape, on account of its sensitivity to change and the fine
balance which exists between the different constituents of the habitat;
these take a long time to recover from disturbance, if ever at all. For
these reasons, where physical change does occur, it can portray &
very negative image.

Guidance

i is imperative that the plarning of any change within fiat peatiand considers the very
sensitive and finely balanced compostion of the physical, sesthetic and social
characteristics of thiz landscape. The strategic implcations of any change should
always be considered; this Is particdarly important within this character subtype, not
only because of its intermational importance, bt becauwse forces for change tend to
have knock-on effects and extend the impact over a vast area, This may mean & is
mest appropriate to concentrate, rather than to disperse, elements,
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Ewting HMew elemaent creates Disparsal - Conoentrsfian -
undifferertiabed focus. AEhaugh cumulative impact focus more viaible,
charasher wigible wilhin results in enline anea bt less daminant
surroundings, ecals i Lemingg aifeched than scale of
net dminant sumoundngs

It is particularly difficult to locate and design new elemeants within this
landscape; this is because flat peatland generally contains few
features or land differentiation to which these can relate. This means
that new elements will tend to impose their own character upon their
surroundings.
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Coniferous
plantations

flar pesitand subtype

Guidance

It is generally most appropriate to design structures so that they possess a simple
form which relates to the simple compesition of elements within this landscape and
do not distract from it characteristic experience. The impact of new structures can
also seem less disruptive where their function does not portray a dominant image -
SEEN More 3% a neutral element within the surroundings.

o I
e il o
LT L L At 11 VR e B
Element seen a5 sublie Cluar contrasting feubure seen Complex farm canlrasls ba
addition 1o the hoftzon a5 parl of the sky. Aflesls anly landscape cormposition -
small ares on the ground, seen 8% conficling focus,
aftfvaugh vizsiole from atar

The siting of & new element will tend to appear mos! appropriate where it relates to
an obvious existing feature; however, as these are few and far betwean within this
iandscape, it may seem most suitable to locate features m an ordered fashion or as a
clear focus,
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New element retses Corftras! of simple Comrpbex Torm with Orler creabes
1o existing feaiure - focies within the unclear rationale for simple ferm wiich
a lochan andecans arranpamet collectvely rpiabes io
landscaps

Most existing coniferous plantations within this landscape will
undergo restructuring at some point in the future, involving practices
such as thinning, ciearance and replanting. However, some
plantations within this landscape character subtype may not be
replanted on account of economic factors, for example most
woodlands within flat peatland require heavy applications of fertilisers,
whilst they often show only slow rates of growth and have limited
vehicular access. The planning of plantations is also influenced by
the presence of landscape designations within many areas of the flat
peatland, as conifer plantations have the potential to affect the delicate
ecosystem, for example by changing water levels and attracting new
mammal and bird species which compete with the rarer, indigenous
types.

It is not always straightforward to remove timber from this landscape,
as some stands do not have existing access fracks, and have been
surrounded by designations since their planting. The leaving of
woodland debris may also affect the landscape, as the decay of tree
trunks can result in an increase of ground fertility, affecting the
peatiand composition.



Visftor facilines

flat peatlond subtype

Giidance

The restructuring of coniferous plantafiors should be planned to ensure the minimm
of peatiand disturbance. § should also be designed to retain or create plantations
which refate to the landscape composition of fiat peatland, this will involve the
creation of simple forms which avoids the creation of lines, enclosures or pattems,
and require the minimum of sendce faciities.
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Simple plantation Tomm Plantation creabes fosal points and
spaces, contrasting 1o the

sumoundng lendscepe character

it iz imperative that the methods of tmber clearance within this character subtype
result in only the minimum ameount of disturbance to the sensitive pealland soll and
vegetation. This may mean that unconventional, maore costly, extraction methods are
considered feasible on account of their environmental benefits. The potential visusl
impact of new features such a= access tracks, storage aress and drainage channals
or plough lines, should also be considered, as the impact of these will depend on
their design in relation to the surounding landscape, for example their ine, pattem,
shape and materals.

There have been proposals for additional visitor facilities within some
parts of this character type, in order to encourage a greater number of
people to experience the peatland landscape, whilst also informing
them about its importance. However, it is invariably difficult to design
facilities within this kind of landscape which allow people to visit and
appreciate it, without the people themselves affecting its unigque

qualities which are linked to its inaccessibility and sense of
remotenass.

Guidance

The planning and design of any visitor facifities within this lendscape should relate to
the unique character of the flal peatland; this w8 mean that ‘standard’ visitor Tacility
design will be inappropriate. The alm of any faclites should be 1o porray the
landscape in a positive light; this wil mean that structures should appear atfractive in
their own right (net requinng mitigation measures) and possess a simple design - this
may appear sculptural within this landscape i the absence of bulldings of similar
function. It is important that any visitor facilities not only provide informafion, but also
help people to explore the landscape for themselves so that they can experience its
umigue gualites.
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flaz peatland suboype

It is imperative that the planning of any visitor faciites should be based on an
understanding of the camying capacity of the landscape to accommodate people
without its character being adversely affected. Visitor numbers should be controlled
in direct relation to this, and constantly monitored over fime to limit any distwrbance.
In order to minimise impact within the landscape, it may be prefarable to concentrate
mest visitors, pessibly upon the edge of an area of the character type, and then
provide less formal faciiies for those who wish to penetrate its interior.

Trais within fiat peatland should avoid habitat disturbance or erosion, This can be
done in many ways, for example by laying flag stepping stones upon the peatiand
surface and bridging the wettest points. The design of trafls should refate to how
people generally move through peatiand in the absence of paths; this s usually in an
indirect manner, as a person can only plan a route for a short distance (usually trying
to avoid one wet patch after another) because of the Emited midground visibility
within this flat landscape.

The design of trails should also aveold the location of features which will have a
dominating impact in the landscape, such as large interpretation boards.
Alternatively, it should encourage a personal appreciation of the landscape, for
exampie by having points which prompt people to examine their swToundings,
possibly linked to information within a leaflet which they can cammy. As the ground
conditions for walking within this landscape demand constant attention, it is also
preferable to provide points which encourage people to look up in order to take in the
wider landscape views which they may otherwize overlook.

— i W
Ebones have minirmal impact and retein The provision of 3 very ‘'rasy’ surface ey
_ expenience of slepping through peatiand. allow karger rumbers of people o travel
Stopping places encourage people to look up along the path; haweves, the charactenstic
and around at their surroundings. pxperience of the landecame may be lost -

% & result af bath the volume of people,
and tha fest and direct movermant that the
path encoufajes
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This character type occurs throughout Sutherdand - often acting as a transition
between low lying sweeping moordand and the higher mountains, The
appearance of different areas of this landscape varies; howewver, they are
imvariably linked by their overall openness, subfle mix of sloping landform and
ground cover, and the forces for change which prevail,

This landscape comprises sloping open moorfand, which usually undulates or
gradually rises to form broad hills. The convex character of the slopes tends o
limit distant visibility and views of the hill tops from their basa.

The variable slope of landform creates some pockets of enclosure; however, at

its broadest level this landscape remains overwhelmingly open, allowng
unrestricted movemeand
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The character of ground cover varies throughout this landscape, parily as a
result of different relief (linked to geology and drainage), but also because of
the influence of land use and microclimate. This variation tends to be
highlighted under certain season and weather conditions, for example the
contrast of slope and rock is emphasised during low light and when covered by
a thin layer of snow, The ground cover varies from a dominance of rock in
some areas, to dense heather cover, moortand grasses or bog in others.

Rocky crags and oulcrops occur in some places, especially on hill tops and
glen sides, with deposits often collected on the lower slopes as a result of
glacial or peri-glacial deposition. A surface of bare rock is sometimes exposed
as a result of weathering andfor erosion, and often occurs on hill and plateau

tops, steep slopes, or within peat hags and whare access tracks pass through
the landscape.

The tops of the hills or plateaux tend to be spaced far apart and of a similar
height; this means that it is generaliy difficult to discem their relative elevation -
no one point tending to be more visually dominant than the other, creafing
numerous minor foci, From the high points, aeral views reveal the
imterfocking arrangement of the moorland landform,

Distant acral viess reves] surmundng
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Hill tops. creste numersus fagi
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moodand slopes snd hills

The hills within this landscape possess
massive proportions, their bases appearnng

wider than their height, plartean

shalf
The sloping landform sometimes creates el
plateaux, shelves and basins within this ™"

character type. These areas, which have
gentler slopes, tend to be badly drained and
sometimes confain palches of peal hagging,
lochs or dubh lochans.

i
L

Towns, estates, crofts and farms, and infrastructure routes tend to be
concentrated along the straths and coastline and the edge of this iandscape
character type. In these areas, there are often small pockets of shelter, gentle
slopes and free drainage which has facilitated the improvement of agricultural
land. The interior of the landscape remains largely uninhabited, typically
inaccessible to vehicles and grazed extensively by deer.

Dpen end krgely undifferentiatod interior SheSercd semi-encised epaces

Edge of chamcier hpe

(

Fragments of broadleaf woodland exist within some parts of this landscape
characler type; these mainly comprise birch or rowan species, with some bits of
alder, willow and aspen. These patches of woodland tend to be located in fairly
inaccassible locations, for example next to rocky crags or within remote straths,
where grazing is restricied. Although, even in these areas, grazing pressure
tends {o =il be evident on account of the single age composiion of the
wioodland, and the absence of young trees or seedlings.

Broadleaf woodland within  this  landscape

characler tvpe 1ends to possess a dense and w
wind-pruned form, which often appears fitted

to the landform, wtilising its shetter.

Coniferous plantations form a key landscape characienstic within some areas
of moordand slopes and hills. They tend 1o be localed close to access routes
and wpon the fool slopes in order to wtilise free drainage. The character of
each coniferous plantation varies in relation to s age, design and location, and
most mature stands represent past forestry practice which is no longer
advocated. These coniferous plantations confrast o their moorand
surmoundings by their colour, texture, shape, spatial enclosure and lines. Some
are also particularty noticeable on account of their vertical edges, which
conirast to the diagonal lines formed by the sloping landform horizons.

R

Mmmmﬁﬁhﬁmnmh Fragrments of mature broad kesf
shape, colour and teeture, and creats wisdland
fosi.
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medand slopes and hills

This landscape often borders the sweeping moorland characler type; indaed
these two landscapes have quite a few similar key characteristics and forces for
change - principally related to their openness and the peatland ground and
vegetation. However, they differ in relation to their landform, and the
implications that this has for the impaci of forces for change within the
landscape. Moorland slopes and hills often form a transilion between
sweeping moorland and the irregular massif.

| i

|
imeguiar massl | Bdoodand slopes and hils : Sweening mocrand
This landscape character type alse tends to link to high cliffs and sheftered
bays where i borders the sea. The coastiine is generally not visible from
adjacent inland areas because of the convex slope of the landform; however,
the variable landform allows distant views of the sea and its bays further along
the coast,

Saction

cliffs Fea

Adiacant coastine is nol visible because of slope. However, distant views of the coaslline
oxist, a5 difference of slape results in a variation of cliff neight
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mocgisnd slopes amd hills

| key forces for cha

The key considerations of change within this landscape character type
concemn its variable and sloping landform, its openness and its subtle
mix of ground conditions.

New elements tend to form foci within this landscape on account of the
openness and simplicity of land cover, although the nature of this
depends on their location and design.

Dwenirant single focus Distributed foci Mo focars

Any new development which appears to disturb the ground surface, or
the lie of the slope within this landscape, will be highly visible and may
divide spaces and introduce lines and points. The sensitivity of the
mooriand secil and slopes means that ground disturbance tends to
result in knock-on effects such as erosion, changes in the drainage
pattern, and the spread of weed species and peat hagging.

bracken colonises  gullies collect run
disturbed gr off

. elurmping caused

by submd=nos
—p ¥
degosition of
aroded meterisl
Impact of access track an slopes over time Distant view of route against

moarand vegelaon

The introduction of elements which cross this landscape can appear to
unify its subtle definition of spaces and local variation of ground
conditions. The expansion of certain elements can also disrupt the
differentiation between infand and coastal areas or the inhabited and
remote areas within this landscape. New developments in the latter of
these areas, for example houses, woodland or windfarms, may also
require additional infrastructure such as roads and drainage channels,
which will have a substantial impact on their own.

remabe interar o )
- o
conceniration New access track encourages further
of sefiemeant devetopment and mix of land e
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mioordand shopes aod hills

Crufdlamoe

It is important to consider the full implications of infroducing any new selements mto
this character type, as they will tend to create dominant visual elements within e
landscape because it to possesses no obvious hierarchy of charactenstics.

M of alope and grourd surfacs - no Werwy shemenls create dominant facal
distincd hierarchy of characierstios points, bnes and patien

The location of new elements will genesally seem most appropriate where they either
appear inferior to the suTounding landscape scale, relate to the specific conditions of a
site, of are concentrated as a single feature,
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Indfesior fo surmounding Raedates to specific Concenirated a5 a single
lmndscage scale chamotenstic fratuire wilhin apen space

It is important to consider the scale and proportions of 8 new structure in relation to the
slope of this landscape, so that it appears fitfing and visually stable.

VP

Element on slope can appear visually precanous Balanced and logical position
and unstable { < = visual moverment)

The impact of & development can be Emited by avoiding or minimising ground
disturbance. This will involve exploring atternative locations, designs and methods of
construction and maintenance so that they are the most suitable for a specific
development and site, and consider the potential knock-on effects over time, Tha
process may ultimately determine that some features, such as access roads, are
inappropriate within parbcular areas because excesaive and imeversible damage can
not be avoided because of the sensitive nature of the ground conditions.

Where ground disturbance does occur, every effort should be made to fimit and
restore the damage as soon as possible. This may have to take place over many
years due to the slow rate of vegetation and peatiand recovery within moorand areas.

li s imperative to consider the cumulafive impact of developments within this
landscape as a whole, in order to retain the batance between areas of varying local



Woodland

moedand slopes and bdlls

character and their distinctive sense of activity or remoteness. This is partioularty
important when contermplating the potential effect of locafing large stuctures in this
character type, which will tend to be highly visible due to the slope and openness of the
landscape.
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Most existing broadleaf woodland within areas of mooriand slopes and
hills is under pressure from deer and sheep grazing, resulting in stands
of similar age structure with little regeneration. This means that most
new woodland planting requires fencing which can result in a formal
character which contrasts to that of the mature existing woodland. The
character of new woodland may also appear contrived where it
comprises a diverse mix of species planted irrespective of the specific
conditions of the place, or the age of the woodland and the typical
succession of native species.

Many of the existing coniferous plantations within this landscape are
undergoing rastructuring, or will do so at some point in the future.
This will tend to occur in phases. Any clearance, ploughing or drainage
works tend to be highly visible within this landscape en account of the
slope of the landform and its openness.

Guidance

Reduction of the heavy grazing pressure which exists within most pans of this
landscape character type would encourage woodland regeneration, aithough this may
be resisted by many land owners and crofters unless financial incentives are offered in
compenzation for the necessary reduction of sheep and deer numbers. It is also very
important o manage exdsting woodlands in order to encourage the development of a
diverse and more resilient age, and possibly species, structure.

Although woodland regeneration, rather than planting, generally appears most
appropriate to the character of this landscape, tree planting does enable an increase of
the resource at a faster rate. If a woodland k& 1o be designed, parficular atteron
should be paid to how it relates to the wide open space within this landscape as a
whale, in additon to the lecal varations of endform and ground cowver.,

MWew planting will tend to appear mos! sppropriate where it relates to ewsting
fragments of woodiand within this landscape character type, which mainlky run along
water courses, loch shores and against the sheltered, steeper slopes. The species
composition of new planting should also relate to these fragments and the particular
conditions of a place. This will generally result in the use of species such as birch,
rowan, alder or willow, together with occasional patches of cak or pine (possibhly miked
with exotics for commerdal purposes),
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Land management

moodend slopes and hills

Existing fragment of woodiand  Woodland piansing within Dense stand comtrasks to
encloeure reinfarces exdsting Endscape openness ad
fragment. Redustion of bndfamm
GrATINg PreERsune resuss m
gradusl expansion.

The impact of restructuring exsting coniferous plantations can be Emited by minimiging
disturbance 1o the underlying drainage and soil conditions of & site. If clearance ocours
in phasez, it B important to consider how the remaining standing crop will refate to the
landscape, particulardy in terms of #s extent, shape and edges, and the potental
impact of wind throw.

A plartation will tend to appear most appropriate where § seems 1o sit within the
landform of this landscape character type, its form appearing to complement the slope
lines. If fencing is required, the impact of this will tend to be mos! appropriate where
retaining & soft edge to the woodland, and by routing fences to follow the lie of the
kand.

Dense plantatiocns appear a2 dominant Tocal pelnts In contrast @ Dispersed expanson of rees
their apen surroundings amer partial clearance and
removal ol grazing pressuns

Agricultural and land management practises are set to continue
changing through the provision of subsidies linked to the common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) and programmes such as the Scottish
Countryside Premium Scheme (SCPS). The impact of these will be
most concentrated within the pockets of small farms and crofts within
this landscape. It is difficult to predict the nature of these changes,
although it is expected that they will encourage greater sustainability of
future practises.

Some areas of this landscape character type are being increasingly
fenced in order to contain sheep or deer. The introduction of fences
creates visual lines which contrast to the surrounding landscape
composition; they also prevent unrestricted and ‘free’ movement which
is a typical characteristic of this landscape.

Guidance

Although it s uncertain how the provision of grants and subsidies within agricutture and
land management will change in the future, it B envisaged that these will generally
promote more sustainable practses. This should concentrate on encouraging befter
hsbandry, particularly the reduction of deer and sheep numbers and their removal
within sensitive areas such as peat hags, in addition to improved muirbum and weed
control.

It i preferable to aveid the fencing of mooriand slopes and hills, particulary within
remote areas. However, the impact of fences may be somewhat minimised by routing
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Infrastructure

development

mootand slopes end hills

them to follow the lie of the land, by providing pedestrian gateways, and by ensuring
that any enclostre does nol merely divert or concentrate existing grazing pressure.

The sloping landform and moorland conditions of this landscape has
tended to limit development of infrastructure in the past. However,
modern construction techniques can now overcome many previous
constraints, allowing the building of new roads, tracks, powerlines and
aerials. These tend to have a substantial impact in the landscape, not
only visually by introducing lines and focal corridors, but also
physically because of the requirement for ground modification such as
embankments and drainage channels. Elements of infrastructure may
also contrast to the perception of remoteness within many areas of this
landscape type, although their impact will depend on the specific
location, design and cumulative effect.

Existing undifferantiated charaster Introduction of nfrestructure -
finess, points and corfiders - confiet
with resmche characlar.

Guidance

The impact of infrastructure can be reduced by minimising ground modification and
disturbance, and where any damage is restored and repaired. Infrastructure provision
will also appear most appropriate where it i designed 1o relate to the parbicular
characier of a location, especially it= scale or rural nature.

Drirect widhs route conficts with characierstos Indired], narmow moad altws Toute to follow most
stable ground, svoding exoessive disturbancs,
Congirycton melhad mirdmisas and reslores
any damage.

It ks important to strategically plan the location of infrastructure within this landscaps
and 1o take into account the cumulatve impact of elements, especislly because ey
tend to be highly visible. It is generally more appropriate to upgrade existing faciities
rather than constuct new services, or affematively to locate new elements near o
exigting setlements or access routes in order to retain some areas unaffected,
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Lagrading of axisling Mew Tecilties dorminaba old
Tacilies character

This landscape may be favoured for windfarm development on account
of its typically high wind speeds, its open space and the presence of 33
and 132 kV powerlines within some areas. A windfarm will relate to the
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eremsrbamnd slepes s hills

exposed and wind dominated character of this landscape, and may
appear as a positive, futuristiclooking and sculptural addition.
However, it may also conflict with the sense of remoteness and ‘wild
land’ character of many locations, particularly if a development requires
associated facilities such as access tracks and substations.

It is invarably difficult to locate numerous wind turbines within this
landscape without creating a confusing visual image, on account of the
variable nature of the sloping landform.

Guidance

A windfarm will tend to appear most appropriate where R is located within the wide
open areas of this landscape character type, so that the size of the turbines appear
inferior to the scale of the sumrounding space. A windfarm should aim to portray a
simple and sculptural image within moorland surroundings, as this landscape
possesses no distinct pattern to which it can relate. This i generally very difficult to
achieave within areas of variable slope, for afthowghn a single turbine may cheardy refate
to & specific point, it & hard to locate numerous terbines in this manner without creating
visual confusion. Thiz means that it tends to be meost approprizte to armange a
windfarm in a concentrated andfor clearly ordered group.
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Windfarm appears simple Conlusing mage created Leniied impact when
@ indefar in ecabe 6 apen wien furbines are sited a2 eancenirabed, simple layout
surrouncings warsble height, slope ang has clear relatianship ta
spacing land,

The location of a windfarm will tend to appear less disrupfive where it minimises the
need of associated service facilfies, such as bulldings and access tracks. Thiz i
important, s wind turbines usually have & limited ifespan of 15-25 years, at the end of
which they can be easily removed (replacement reguirng addiional planning
permission), However, permanent features, such as access fracks, tend to have a
substantial impact in this landscape which is more difficult to rectify.

If abschutely necessary, the impact of access fracks may be lessened by designing
them to be namow (possibly partially restored after the initial construction phase), ta
follow the lie of the land and minimise the need for cuttings and embankments, and to
avoid the channeling of water and subsequent erosion and deposition. They will slso
tend to be less visible where they are constructed of dark aggregate which does not
stand out from the sumounding vegetaton.

Substations will generally appear most appropriate whare they refate to the design and

size of other buildings in the tandscape and are kept sightly apart from the windfarm
development so that they do not indicate the relathve scale of the turbines and contrast
in form. -

Windlanm appears ko have sculpiural image
within lndscape a5 temporany Teabune digturbing when linked lo permanent lealunes,
utising resource Thesa confuss the veual compasition and may
portray an ndusinal image.
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River and lochs

moadand dlopes md hills

Some landowners may wish to modify river channels and lochs within
this landscape, mainly for the purpose of increasing fish stocks, but
alse to build a head of water in some places for the purpose of small
scale hydroelectric generation. There is an increasing awareness that
the wider river catchment area, including the banks and any existing

riparian woodland, should also be actively managed in order to
maximisea fish stocks.

Guidance

It is important to consider the potential knock-on effects of modifying any river or loch
which will be part of an extensive hydrological and ecological system; for example, the
clearance of river matenal, which may act as a breakwalers, can causs erosion further
dowm river, with even greater deposition further on.

The presence of woodland along river banks and shores gensrally improves the
conditions for fish, for exampie by providing partial shade, supplying invertebrates and
leaf litter for food, and by reducing direct run off and the s#abon of spawning grounds.,
Te encourage woodkand growth or regeneration, it s generally advisable to reduce any
existing grazing pressure imposed by sheep and deer, rather than resorting to tree
planting, However, if this is not possible, fencing can be used to help woodiand
estabishment in the short term. Riparan woodland will appear most appropriate
where it relates to the particular river or loch side conditions, reflecting the varying
dominance of characterisfics within an area of moorand slopes and hills.  This

approach will also lead to a subtle diversity of habatat.
T
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Fiamting withn enciosure
ard unthinned with heavily repeatedly hinned. Gradual
expansion as reduslion of
GIFERIG PrEsEIre,

Dams and water pipes will appear as distinctly human-made features
within the moorland slopes and hills landscape character type; these
appear to contrast with the remote nature of most locations and can
also subdivide areas and introduce lines and focal points.

Guidance

Hydroelecitric development should relate to the speciic condiions of & localty, m
addition fo the wider character of the area, =0 that any new water body or dam
appears to sit within the Bndscape. A development wall tend to appesr most
appropriate where it seems inferior in scale to #s suroundings and is of a design which
simply confrasts to the landscape without creating visual confusion.
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Srnall scalke dam and building Lare dam, bulding and road
EppEErs nfancr i scEle to Bndscape damirates surmpundings
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This landscape characler type occupies a large part of wesl Sutherland. It
comprises an extensive, rough and convoluted surface of extremnely old and
hard rock called Lewisian gneiss, which is abruptly separated from the eastem
moorand and mountain interior by the Moine Thrust Zone. The landscape
consists of a concoction of different landfarm and ground cover.

This landscape possesses a deeply undulating landform. There tends (o be
a fairy equal balance of high points, known as cnocs, and low points within
basins. The cnocs tend to be of similar height and equal visual dominance.

Exposed rock forms a key characteristic
throughout the jumbled visual composition of
this character type, which also comprises
variable slope lines, patches of varous
vegetation and scrub woodland, water bodies
and water courses, and the ooccasional
settiement or solated howse,

The contrasting mix of rock and wegetation within this landscape often seems
1o create natural patterns. These are highly compiex, alithowgh they can seem
clearer when cerain elemenis are highlighted under paricuiar season or
weather conditions; for exampie, low light highlights variation of slope, and a
light cover of snow accentuates the contrast between rock outcrops, vegetation
and landform depressions,
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Clear skies Light snofe cover

As the pattern of land cover and visual foci seems random within this
landscape, it iz frequently difficult to get a sense of orientation. This can ba
both exciting and bewildenng, as it is unclear what is around the next comer,

There is a sirong contrast of experience between the cnocs and the low
points within this landscape, especially when repeatedly passing from one o
the other. The cnocs are generally high points formed by rock outcrops or
crags, and offer exdensive views of the summounding intedocking landform, and
the sea and distant mountains in some areas. In contrast, the low points tend
to be semi-enclosed, poory drained, and sometimes occupied by a lochan,
The shelter and quiet within these places creates the feeling of a hidden retraat,
in comrast to the higher exposed ground surmounding them. This is sometimeas



accentuated by the location of small fragments of woodland, which usually
consist of birch, aspen, alder or oak, tending to appear moulded to the landform
due to their wind pruned form.

Many areas of this landscape seem quile remote and ‘barren’, as they remain
largely uninhabited, with only the minimal amount of ground modification by
weathering and erosion, and a prevalence of exposed rock. Many visitors find
this combination appealing, as it suggests fo them a ‘primitive wildness'
{although it has been, and remains to be, affected by the practice of grazing,
muirbum and the decline of woodland),

Thi= landscape possesses an  indenfed
coastline with many offshore islands, which
appear as focal points within offshore views.
Eeaches are often located within the coastal
infets, leading back into an area of dunes. The
beaches are often targeted by visitors to the
region, which has led to many places offering
touris? services such as wvisitor information
and signs, car parks, campsites and caravan
parks.

Agquaculture buoys and rafts are located at
intervals along the sheltered coast of cnocan.
The appearance and intermittent activity
associated with these tends to attract attention
to these facilities within offshore views.

Landscape features tend to appear fitled
into the cnocan landform as they ufilise
favourable areas, for example the shelter within
hollows, good drainage on slopes and access

along the coastal edge. -,
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Crofis and woodland tend to utilise the lower  gfa, TR,

slopes, glens, basins, or the coastal edge within [ —
the landscape.

The layoul of buildings is typically restricted by the cnocan landform.  This
means that seftlements tend fo be either concentrated, with buildings
arranged around & harbour or area of good agriculural ground, or organised
as a series of separate groups. Crofting inby tends 1o be highlighted by the
bright colour and formal division of the fields in contrast to the surrounding

rough landform, vegetation and rock.
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The west coast harbour settlements tend to be guite busy in the summer
months, as they are very popular with visitors to Suthedand. This may be




ransitaons

partly attributed to their compact layout (idesl bases for shorl walks and sea-
based recreation), a combination of service facilities and fishing activity, a
shettered microclimate, and the appeal of a varety of coastal colours, smelis
and views.

This landscape characler type contains a few very deep, winding and narrow
river glens. These are sometimes lined by mature broadieaf woodland, their
shelter and containment resulting in the noise of the running water echoing
betwean opposite slopes,

This landscape character type tends to either rise up into moorland slopes
and hills or the imegular mountain massif, or occasionally surround a fone
mountain. It borders the sea along an indented coastline with many islands
arrangead around steep-sided sheltered waters.
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When assessing the potential impact of forces for change within this
landscape, the key considerations tend to relate to its landform,
particularly its scale, the balance between high and low points, the
variation of ground cover, and the impact of disturbance within the
semi-enclosed spaces and on the sense of remoteness. The key forces
for change tend to be infrastructure upgrading, agricultural change,
settlement and tourist development, and house building.

it is difficult to accommodate any additional elements into this
landscape without creating new visual foel and affecting the balance
between the cnocs and the low points. i new elements are linked to
one key characteristic, for example lochans, this may highlight this one
characteristic over the others within the generally mixed visual
composition.

Mew visual foci, concentrsied
within kow paints

The introduction of any new element into this landscape may cause
visual confusion due to the complex visual composition. New
developments may also affect the sense of remoteness in some areas,
and they may seem inappropriate if they require landform modification.

Jumbied visual compesifion. MNa

indication of scale. Sefrge of ariefacts domemate ndscape as
TEMOiEnEss ey impoess iheir own charssier
upan te anea.

A new element may appear to disrupt the character of the semi-
enclosed spaces within this landscape if it dominates in scale, creates a
disturbance which conflicts to the existing remote qualities, or creates
views out of these places.
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Remote space with "hidder’ Mew glnisiures dominade in
quality, scale. Aocews routes affect
prEvious semse of remobeness,
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Guidance

The location of nismerous elements is less likely to cause visual confusion where they
directly relate to each other, a= well s to the landscape; for example, sited in direct
relation to a similar key characterisic, or concentrated or ordered as a distinct group.
The relationship o the landscape will appear clearer where new elements are sited
within a local area of similar key characteristics, rather than where these are mixed

together,
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E-Iedlnnre-::tmamntn Raticrale for yort unclear Cndared as group within
similar characheristic dislinct anea

Mew elements should refate to the exslng location of features within this character
type, many of which appear fiting to the landscape by utiising favourable conditions
for their function, for example shelter, a view, or a water supply.

e T =

Exizting faature utiises Hew feature relales wo smilar thumhrmwfwm
fxvaurable condilians condiions

As new elements tend to form foci within this landscape, it is particularly important that
new structures are designed to possess & simple and visually balanced form, These
elements should be sited so that they appear appropriate to their specific location as
well as the wider landscape setting, efther a5 an inferior feature sitting within a low
proint, or @5 a logical focus to a cnoc.  They will tend to appear most appropriate where
they possess a clear form which either relates to the existing character of features
within the landscape, or simply confrasts to them as a ‘soulptural' addition, thereby
avoiding visual confusion,

e

Approprinte facis io chos, Rationale for location unclear, Simple featune inferior lo
direcily redated to function, Unbalanced and visualy kandfanm seale
w.mmw canfusing form

It is important to strategically consider the location of elements within this landscape, in
order to retain the sense of remoteness which exists within most areas. This may
mean teat the concentration of new elements, rather than dispersal, is preferable. It is
particularty important to consider whether the design and function of any new element
will conflict with the experience of the semi-enclosed spaces within this landscape, for
exampie, a noisy and active development will contrast to the quiet qualities and sense
of retreat.
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Road upgrading
and new

buildings

Disparsal of slements affects Cancaniration of Mamenis
enfire area, Distribubed fosi. affects smal area, although
fooils B more daminant

There is demand for the upgrading of some of the existing single track
roads within this landscape, as these tend to resirict traffic because of
their rolling nature and their many blind bends and cnoc summits.
Although road upgrading can offer safer travel, it will affect the unique
‘rollercoster’ experience which the existing narrow roads offer within
this landscape. It will alse reduce the sense of surprise which occcurs as
one travels from one semi-enclosed space to another, affecting the
quiet and ‘hidden’ character of these areas, and diverting attention away
from the foreground landscape characteristics.

There is alse a demand for new buildings within some areas of this
character type; this is mainly for houses, agriculture or fish farming
buildings, or for development linked to tourism.

Guidance

It is important 1o consider the overall need for road upgrading within this landscape as
a whole, prior fo any phased works, This is because the existing single rack roads
within this character type offer a unique experience and degree of integration with the
landscape which tends to be affected by upgrading.

It is imperative to consider the potential knock-on effects of road widening, for axample
faster traffic can pose an increased risk to loose animals or pedestrians and cyclists,
which may then result in addifional requirements for structures such as street highting
and traffic calming features within the setlements, and additional signs, road bamiers
and fencing on the open road; these will all have further impact in the landscape, both
separately and cumulatively, Although road upgrading may enable some industnes
and settiements to expand which would ofherwise be resticted by thew poor access,
this has to be balanced against a passible loss of landscape resource, which will also
have finencial implications; for example resulting In less visitors, or these passing
through to stop in other areas where they are able to experience the intrinsic character
of the lendscape.

A double track road will tend to appear most appropriate where it directly relates to the
character of this landscape, retaining seme of its curving and undulating form. K will
aglso appear more suftable and minimise visual confusion, where it possesses a simple
design which does not encourage excessive speeds and avoids the need for additional
features, such as bamiers, bridges, cutings, embankments, wide junctions and signs.

kkain noad and associaled
siruchures dominste chamcier of
langroape
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Lertlernent and
tourdst facilities

Where road bamiers are absolstely necessary, they will appear most appropriate
where they are designed to either extend out from the sumounding landscape, for
example as a stone wall, or comprise a simple light structure which appears minimal
within the rural character and scale of this landscape.

Standard barmiers tend fo appear  Sione wall extends out of Simpile, Eght visual Barmier
CRoEsEEE I Somie wikhin this surmounding landiorm as sublie  appears as minmal element
landscape. physcal barier within the landscape

The development of any new building or road upgrading should mingmise ground
disturbance wherever poesible, as the typical vegetation and peatiand soils are very
slow 1o recover, if they are able at all. Where works do cause disturbance, the impact
may be somewhat reduced by ensuring that the ground is subsequently restored
sensitvely,

T

Human artefacts B imo Human artefacls darmingte oear
lanitscape landscape characherstics

Mew buildings will appear most appropriate, where they directly relate to the exdsting
struchires within this landscape, bath in their design and location (for example, located
within an area of favourable ground conditions or microclimate). The planning of any
new buillding should take into account the overall existing pattern of setlement within
the landscape and the potential cumulative impact of any development, to avoid
uncharacterstic sprawl or concentration of struciures,

T e el ey
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Exisling dispamnsl or grouping Uncharasteristic sprawd o

irmensification

Settlements within this landscape typically have rural crofting or
harbour origins, closely integrated to the landform and ground
characteristics. However, there are now some demands for the
provision of facilities which have been more closely associated with
urban settlements in the past, for example tourist centres, pavements,
roadside barrers, play areas, car parks, lamp posts and large signs.
These elements contrast to the traditional rural character of this
landscape and can cause visual confusion in some areas.
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Agriculrure and

management

Grufdance

The introduction of ‘urban’ facliies into the settiements within this landscape character
type should be avoided if possible. However, if absolutely necessary, they may appear
mest appropriste where designed to relate to the distinct character and scale of the
enocan landscape; rather than kmiting the choice of fumiture and materials fo standard
catalogues (sometimes assurning they are the cheapest), altemative options for local
‘one off design and construction should be explored, the product of which is usually
more closely related to a particular place

It is important to consider the cumulative impast of visitor faclities within this landscape
character type, to avoid replication, and therefore competifion, of some services, whist
others are lacking. Visual confusion can also arise from the excessive provision of
signs which represent competing facilifes.

Sendce facilites require maintenance, and it is essential to ensure that adeguate
resources are available for this prior 1 construction, to aveid the development of an
image of neglect over ime. |t is imperative thal the design and scale of any tourist
faciiities refate to the rural character of this landscape, where the smallest of details
can impose a negative image, for example the character of a remote parking place
can appear overwhelmed by smocth grass verges, high walls, large litter bins, signs
and kerbs.

The agricultural parts of this landscape have undergone great change
over recent years, as management has tended to become less intensive.
Most have been under heavy grazing pressure, mainly from sheep
within the crofting townships and estate farmland, and from deer upon
the open moorland. This heavy grazing has resulted in a reduced
biodiversity in places, with selective grazing often causing ground
erosion, and the spread of weed species such as bracken occurring
when intensive grazing is finally relaxed or abandoned.

Land management and agricultural practices are set to continue
changing through the provision of subsidies through the Common
Agricultural Peolicy (CAP) and programmes such as the Scottish
Countryside Premium Scheme (SCPS). It is difficult to predict how
these will have an impact within the cnocan landscape in the future,
aithough it is expected that they will encourage a greater sustainability
of land management and agricultural practises. This may also be
influenced by the potential for more crofting townships to become
owned and managed by community trusts which generally encourages
a greater diversification of land use and entrepreneurial development.

There is a demand for additional fencing within some areas of this
landscape character type to restrict grazing. The introduction of a fence
will create a line and barrier which contrasts to the open character of
this landscape and its mixed visual composition.
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Woodland

Guidance

Although it is uncertain how the provision of grants and subsidies will affect
agriculiure and land management in the future, the promotion of more sustnabe
practices will probably involve improved animal hushandry (principally the reduction
of sheep and deer numbers), the increased control of muirburn and bracken, and the
improved maintenance of field boundares and drainage channels. It may also
encourage 2 greater diversity of practice, for example small scate woodland planting
and cropping. It is important that thess relate to the particular characieristics within
an area of cnocan, recognisng both its assets and limitations, in order to be
sustainable snd eppear approprats to the place

It is preferable to avoid the use of fencing within the moorand areas of this landscaps
I:ﬁi- limiting sheep and dear numbers. However, where absolulely necessary, the
impact of fences may be minimised by routing them to follow the lie of the land, by
providing many pedestian gates, and by ensuring that any enclosure is nof menaly
diverting or concentrating the existing grazing pressure,

The existing fragments of broadieaf woodland within this landscape
tend to be under pressure from sheep and deer grazing, which has
resulted in single age structure woodlands with little regeneration.

A few coniferous plantations exist within this landscape. Although the
number and extent of these is unlikely to greatly increase in the future,
existing plantations will undergo restructuring at some point in time,
and usually in phases. This will result in ground disturbance and may
involve changes in woodland design.

Guidance

Most existing broadieaf woodiands within this landscape character type are in need of
active management, as they are often over-mature or affected by sheep or deer
damage, increasing their susceptibility to fungal attack or disease. Although ideally
sheep and deer numbers should be reduced 1o a paint at which they do not adversaly
affect the woodiand, in the shor term this will probably iwolve fenging.

The enclosure of 2 woodland means that it is less Ekaly o seem integrated with is
surmoundings. However, the visual impact of this can be minimised by locating fences
to follow the lie of the land, and possibly by utilising water and precipitous slopes as a
barier wherever possible, and by designing woodiands so that they sppear fo sit
within the landform: the continued management of the woodland, particularty thinning,
can also limit the formation of a dense stand. New tree planting will tend to appear
mos! appropriate where it makes use of favourable ground conditions and links o an
existing woodland, which can also aid natural regeneration by providing an adjacent
seed source.

Albaugh imeguilar farm of woodiand al planting. Enclosum follows water edge ahd
gradualty farms dense stand cvar brme with managed to retain loose edge and
inedequate thirming and no compensating reduction clgarings, Fedudtion of grazing
of sumounding grazing pressure. prassune encourages natural

regeneration over @ very lang periad of
me.
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Aguaculture has steadily increased owver the past 20 years within the
inlets and channels of this landscape character type, and may continue
to do so in the future as technological advances allow more exposed
sites and new species to be exploited. As aquaculture rafts and buoys
nead to only be accessible by boat, these are often located in very
remote areas. Although existing developments tend to form only
occasional foci along the coast of the cnocan character type, the
potential cumulative impact of this development may be substantial,
particularly when seen and encountered from the sea.

Rafts and buoys do not necessarily dominate the visual composition of
this character type, despite being highly visible, as they tend to appear
as an inferior element in relation to the large scale of the sea expanse.
However, their impact also depends on their design and location in
relation to the shore, and the cumulative impact of numerous
developments. Of greater landscape impact than the rafts and buoys,
tends to be that of the associated onshore facilities for aguaculture,
which tends to comprise a slipway, large storage buildings, and a yard
containing various equipment such as boxes, ropes, buoys and
machinery.

Guidance

The location of buoys and rafts within this landscape will appear most appropriate
where their siting and amangement directly relates to the line and spatial containment
of the nearest shoreline. Rafts and buoys tend to appear less visually confusing where
they appear as= & unified group with & consistent design, and create a clearly
recognisable shape,

Layeut of rafts rekstes % the coastiine, Laaws of rafts conlrasts to the coastine
eppeating as & smple locus within the and crosses the edpe of the bay aresa,
encised bay.

The visibility of rafts and buoys upon the sea surface may be reduced when they are of
a simdtar colour to the water: however, as the character of the sea constantly vanes,
this is difficult to achieve, which may mean that it is more appropriate for these
elements o be sublly complementing or neutral in calour.

Aguacufure should be planned to consider potental cumulative mpact, this = of
particular concern within the cnocan character type which tends to be closely
associated with this kind of development. This will probably involve the concenfration
of developments within zome areas, and the identification of development free zones
in otfers,

The impact of agquaculture onshore development will s=em more appropriate where i
is linked to the existing location of buildings and access roads, and is concentrated to
avoid visual confusion and clearly ordered to prevent a negative image of clutter.
Aquaculture buildings wil tend to appear most suitable where they are designed to
refate to other structures in the [andscape and do not appear dominant in scalks.
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This landscape character iype comprises individual mountains which lia
isplated within an open “sea’ of moortand, like upward pinches in a sheat of
fabric. They possess distinclive profiles which are visible far beyond the edga
of the character type, often appearing by surprise on the distant horizon of
Caithness and Sutherand landscapes.

The mourtains in this character type are located within @ wide expanse of
open space, which stresses their importance as dominant focal points and
landmarks. The size of the mountains is far less than that of the open space
surrounding them, which allows the form of the mountains to be fully
appreciated (very different to the interiocked nature of most mountain ranges).

The mountains possess a distinctive profife which is high in elevation and
usually has steep, sweeping, concave slopes, which make them quite elegant
and graceful in appearancs, and deceptively steep to climb, This profile is
most clearly illustrated by a simple, clear skyline, and maost obvious when
observed from & distance. These wviews often seem guite stardiing and
SUrprsing, on account of the extreme contrast of the peaks to their surmounding
landform.

The mountain profile sometimes varies from
one side to another, often being very stesp on
one side and gently rising on the other. This
can mean that the mountains appear different
from altemative directions, and compromizes
their reliability &5 landmarks to those unfamiliar
with an area.

The character of this landscape greatly varies in different season and
weather conditions. The intricate shape of the mountains tends to be
highlighted in patchy sun and cloud, when the effect of shadows ‘playing’ on the
slopes and surmounding moodand can make the landscape seam ‘malleable’
and ‘alive’. The mountains tend to appear more two dimensional in bright light
and clear sky conditions, seeming like cardboard cut-outs on the distant
horizon, whilst the visibility and focal dominance of the mountains is removed
during low cloud, and the peaks are revealed in surprise when finally
encounterad,

Patchy clowd and sun Clear skies
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bomse DROCIEDAINS

The lone mountains are extremely exposed, as they are surrounded by an
immense open space. This means that the experence of this landscape is
strongiy influenced by the wind - especially the feeling and sound of it as it
whips around the mountains.

The peaks of the lone mountains offer
extensive views of the surmounding area in
clear visibility conditions. The angle of thesa
views often catches the refiection of the sky
upon water which highlights the pattern of
drainage channels and dubh lochans within
some areas of surrounding moarand.

The scale of this landscape tends to be very difficulf to perceive, as there

_are no definite size indicators. This means that the true height of the mountain

is typically deceptive, especially as visual foreshortening tend to cccur when
locking up to the peaks from the surrounding moorand. In reality, the height of
the mountains varies from a few hundred metres, to Munros over 1000 metres,
their identification as a lone mountain being more closely linked to their
isolation as a dominant focus within open surroundings, rather than their
specific elevation.

The mountain peaks are generally topped by exposed rock, which usually
leads down to scree slopes and then sparse dwarf vepetation, before gradually
maerging into the moorland sumounds.

A large number of tributaries exist within this landscape - water tumbling down
from the mountain peaks info rivers balow. The noise of these water coursss
and their waterfalls often echoes through this landscape in still weather
conditions when the howling neise of the wind is calmed. Some ribbons of
broadleaf scrub woodland provide additional shefter along these waler
coursas, and this mainly comprises wind pruned birch, willow and alder species.

This landscape is largely uninhabited, creating a sense of remoleness,
although some of its peaks attract significant numbers of hill walkers, especially
during the summer months. The slopes are generally grazed by deer, and
some buildings do exist around the base of the footslopes, mainly comprising
estate houses or farm buildings.

Coniferous plantations are |ocated at the
edge of the footslopes around some of the lone
mountains. These creale shapes, patiems,
lines and landmarks within views from the
mountains. They also screen some views of
this character type from the surrounding
moorland so that the appearance of the
mountains on the skyline is even more
surprising when finally revealed,

This landscape character type is typically located within areas of sweeping
muoorland, or adjacent to cnocan or mooriand slopes and hills. The focal
dominance of the mountains means that their influence extends far away into
other [andscape character types.

ione mountans lone mountEns




leme mouarans

Key considerations for change within this landscape concem the
potential to alter the relationship between lone mountains and the
surrounding moorland, and affect the sense of tranquillity and
remoteness which exists within most areas. The vulnerability of the
mountain habitat to any disturbance is also a major consideration;
some areas of this character type are designated, recognising thase
sensitivities, and this in itself will influence the nature and control of
change within these locations.

Any force for change which affects the existing balance between the
meuntains and their surrounding space, and how this is appreciated,
will have a significant impact in the landscape. Although it may be
unlikely that development will occur upen the upper slopes of the
mountains themselves, because of their extreme sensitivity to
disturbanece, the character of the mountains will be affected by
changes upon the footslopes and within other surrounding character
types. The location of new elements within these areas will affect
views into, within, and out of the landscape, on account of the open
visibility. They may also isolate, visually divide or emphasise the
mountains within the surrounding area.

It is important to consider the potential impact of any change upon the
skyline within this character type, as an appreciation of the mountains’
distinet profile relies upon this feature. New elements can also
compete with the existing focal dominance of the mountains, or
conflict with the visual composition of the character type, for example,

creating patterns, or diverting attention to new foci, and indicating
their relative scale.

o g A

7 &
Vesual ebetrucson upon Campeting focus Caonfiict of visual elements
skline
The location of new development will tend to have an impact on the

experience of this landscape, for example introducing noise or activity
which will affect its sense of remoteness.

Guidance

It is important to consider strategically the potential impact of forces for change
surrounding this character type, in addiion to within the lone mountains themssives.
This is particulary important because of the open visibility within this landscape which
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lome mountains

means that change tends to influence a large area; it Is also because of the finely
balanced nature of the relationship between the mountains and meorland
surroundings, and because only & few areas of this landscape character type exst.

Elements will tend to have a greater impact, the closer they are to the mountains,
and also if they cross the character type boundary. In order to retain the balance
betwesn neighbouring character types, it may be more appropriate o concentrabe
new elements az minor features within the composition which appear infenor in scale
and focal importance, rather than creating dispersal.

changng balance of vispal campossian
qu.ﬂhllmu Concentited ntsp-am-thMH
-mvp{nm nr:pl'mﬂ mirar fosus

To avoid visual confusion and obstructon of the distinclive skyline within this
character type, new elements will tend to appear most appropriate where they either
appear as a light “sculptural’ element - more & part of the sky than the land - or
atematively, sit low upon the skyline, seeming ke an minor addifion. It is difficuft to
accommodate elements which cross the skyline without visual confusion arising from
their differential visibility against a backdrop of sky and land.

ANIPZAN

Differential visibiity of Elements appéar mone part Element sz mouided’ to
elamants crossing skyline of sky than land shiyline

Mew elaments are likely to form foci within this landscape, due to the simplicity of the
existing landscape composition. These will tend fo appear most appropriate where
they appear as a minor focus in relation to the mountains' dominance in views, and
are simply ammanged to avoid conflicting with the existing visual compaosition.

daminat
focus
Comglermentary minor focus Cumulative impact of Tosi

resulling in visual conllist

Elements may have the greates! impact where they are of a known size, by
indicating the relative scale of the mountains and the surrounding open space. In a
few locations, this may seem lo compromise the focal importance of the lower
peaks; however, in some areas, the location of a small focal element can aciualy
heighten the appreciation of the mountaing' colossal height.
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Land management

Comparative siza of buiding
emphasises enermous Seale of
TMOUTRIn

it ks very difficult to accommodate any new development within this landscape without
this affecting its intrinsic quality of experience which reies on it being largely
uminhabited and undeveloped, with a resuling sense of remoteness. Howewer,
activities which directly relate to the experiential characteristics of this landscape, and
consaquently do not change them, can seem acceptable, for example smal numbers
of hill walkers, or a small development which utlises & unigue natural resource swch
a% the local wind or watier power,

The moorand and lower slopes of this landscape character type tend
to be under pressure from grazing - mainly from deer, but also from
sheep on the surrounding estate farmlands. The way in which these
are currently managed is thought to be partly responsible for a general
reduction of biodiversity, in addition to exacerbating peat hagging and
the spread of weed species such as bracken which is also influenced
by insufficient control of muirbum. Deer and sheep also cause animal
track erosion and apply pressure upon the existing fragments of
woodland within this landscape, preventing tree regeneration.

In connection to the high deer and sheep population, there is a
demand for additional fencing within some parts of this landscape,
particularly to prevent them entering adjacent crofting and farming
areas or woodlands.

Access tracks and pathways, mainly for the purposes of stalking, but
also used by animals and hill walkers, tend to have a substantial
impact in this landscape. This is not only visual, by introducing
dominant lines into the landscape - but also physical, by directly
causing erosion and diverting drainage, and all of these have further
knock-on effects,

Guidance

Grazing pressure should ideally be reduced where it occurs within this landscape.
Control of deer numbers may potentially be diractad throuwgh the Desar Commission
for Scotland, and sheep numbers may be Gmited through the provision of grants and
subsidies via the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and programmes such as the
Scottish Countryside Premium Scheme (SCPS).

Fences will have a substantial impact within this lndscape, by ntredwcing Enes and
edges, afthough this will depend on the route and design of the fence. Their impact
may be minimised by being located along the e of the land and by appearing as
vizsually unrestrictive as possible (although this may then result in a need for fiags to
wamn birds). Although fencing may be used a3 & short term measure to refieve
grazing pressure within sensitive areas, the creation of any exclosure has the
potental to divert and concentrate surmounding grazing; this means that it should also
require a compensating reducton of animal numbers,
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Visitor provision

Fience rotrte relates fo ke af ARematree visuml impact of
land, Reduction of grazing feroes
pressune eithier side of fence

I is diffioult to accommodate any access tracks or pathways within this landscape
without these appearing visually dominant and affecting the sense of remoteness.
However, this may be minimised where tracks follow the lie of the fand and are kept
to minimum widths. They will also appear more suitable where they avoid any
conflict with the existing drainage pattern and are routed upon the most stable

ground, avoiding the knock-on effects of erosion and route expansion or bifurcation.

o =

Em.mwbﬁ.ﬂmn{ Fobust construchion upon mos siable
growrd limits width and impact of track

This landscape character type is visited by many hill walkers, most
aiming for the Munro peaks {(over 3000 feet highl or mountains which
possess a particularly dramatic profile. The majorty of these visitors
park their cars by the edge of the nearest road, which sometimes
causes ground erosion and obstructs access. This. in addition to
occasional deer disturbance, prompts some landowners to erect signs
discouraging people from walking within this landscape character type,
especially during the stalking season. These signs portray a wvery
negative and antisocial image which in tum affects the experience of the
landscape.

Guidance

Plans for acoese changes to the Munro pesks within this character type should be
considered in consultafion with landowners and organisations such as Scotlish
Matural Heritage and the Mountaineering Council of Scoland, Although it is difficult
to upgrade faciities, for example the surfacing of pathways or the provision of
mformal parking areas, without affecting the experience of this landscape, these
measures may limit the extent of disturbance within a landscape by concentrating
impact.

The provision of any facilties should be considered strategically in refation to the
whole of this character type within Caithness and Sutherland, so that a range of
faciliies can be provided according to the parficular character and demands upon a
certain mountain. However, the potenfial knock-on effects of thes must also be taken
into account. For example, the provision of addiional faciifies may actually stiract
greater numbers of people to a particular peak; this may then create even more
pressure in that area, and also divert greater numbers of people to nearby peaks so
that these are subject to increased strain.

The design and locafion of facilities such as pathways and parking areas should

directly relate to the character of this landscape. This will generzlly require them to
appear as minimal and informal as possible within thiz sensitive rural landscape.
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Coniferous
plantations
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Hard standing provided for parking &t Foetal proviaion
begnning af patieay

Most coniferous plantations which are located adjacent to this landscape
character type lie within areas of sweeping moorland or moordand slopes
and hills. The nature of forces for change acting within these areas is
previously discussed within the relevant sections.

‘Most coniferous plantations adjacent to lone mountains will undergo

restructuring at some point in the future. New plantations may also be
created, although these are likely to differ from those which currently
exist and represent past forestry practice no longer advocated.

Plantation restructuring is likely to have a great impact upon this
landscape character type. Operations wil involve noise and activity
which can temporadly conflict with the typical experience of this
landscape, and the visual impact of clearance can be substantial. New
planting is expected to be more sensitively designed than has occurred
in some areas in the past, although this may be restricted if grazing
pressure remains, due to the requirement for woodland fencing.

Guidance

The restructuring of coniferous plantations should aim to have minimal landscape
impact in this character type. The planning of these operations should explore the
abzolute need for associeated facliies such as access racks and storage areas, as
these tend to be highly visible from the lone mountaine, particularly from their peaks.

Mew woodland will appear most appropriate where it appears & a minor feature
which fits into the fabric of this landscape as a key characteristic, rather than a: a
focus which competes with the intrinsic balance of mountains and moorand, or
conflicts in shape, line and pattem. This will be most successfully achieved by
allowing gradual tree regeneration by remaving esdsling grazing pressure; however,

the length of ime that this requires may mean that fencing and planting is preferable
in the short tarm.

Enclosed woodlands will be seen as distinct foci and shapes when located within the
open ground surmounding lone mountains. However, their presence may seem 5%
dominating where they are located at a far distance from the peaks and where they
appear to sit within the landscape, their fence lines following the lie of the land.

Dominan singhe focus Cumulative impact of enclesed Wondland in distapoe -
woodkands - lsoating lene appears 1o s in midground ol
peak wiew and horizontal emphasis
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_ This landscape character type consists of high, rugged mountains, interiocked
by a range of rocky crags, steep slopes and summits. i mainly occurs along
the Moine Thrust Zone in the west of Sutherdand, rasulfling from an uplift of
mountains during the closure of the lapetus Ocean about 420 million years
ago.

This landscape comprises @ mass of large mountains. These are enormous
in size and possess a complexity and irmegularity of landform which results
from their geological characteristics. The landscape can seefn very exciting,
as the views of the mountains constantly change as one travels through the
landscape, often making an area seem larger than it is.

The mountains tend to have very steep slopes which are often covered in
scree and incorporate rocky ridges, crags and peaks. Some areas are
divided by comies and glens which are occasionally occupied by deep, dark and
shelered lochs,

The mountain peaks of the imegular massif
tend to form fandmarks, rising above the
interiocking mass of lower slopes.  Although
these usualty have equal focal dominance, thay
are seen as distinctive individuals, distinguish-
ed by their varying height, profile and ground
COVET.

Thiz landscape possesses a complex wvisual
composition, most closely derived from iis
elaborate landform and rock characteristics,
There is a variely of lines, points, texfuras and
colours, the relationship between these appear-
ing different in altemative weather and light
conditions.

Rock is exposed throughout most of this character type, its dark colour and
coarse texiure tending to portray a *hard’ and ‘rough’ image.

The imegular massif is largely uninhabited and difficult to access, The small
number of sefiiements and roads which do exist, tend to be located &t the edge
of this character type and at the intersection of a strath or loch, The interior of
this landscape is mainly visited by hill walkers and deer stalkers, the majority of
the former aiming for the Munro peaks (over 3000 faet).

The lack of human activity and artefacts within this landscape, and the difficulty

of access, resulis in it possessing a sense of remoteness which is most
intense within its interior,
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transftions

irrealar maskif

The steepness of slope and immense size of the mountains within this
character type result in limited wisibility upon the lower sfopes, creating a
sense of retreal. There seems 1o be a heightened sensitivity 1o experiential
characteristics within these areas: this means that sounds, mosilly formed by
birds, animals and rushing waters, typically echo through the landscape, and
seem disproportionately loud and intense,

In contrast to the enclosed spaces, the mountain peaks offer extensive and
panoramic views of the sumounding landscape. They provide an exhilarating
axperience of open space and exposure, and the sense of amival at these
points is heightened by the difficult joumey incumed in order to reach them.

apen, exposed
_,f

shettered, anclosed

This landscape is extensively occupied by deer. These animals tend fo
rernain on the higher slopes in summer, venturing down to the lower areas and
the edge of the character type during winter,

This landscape generally rises up from the cnocan or moorland hills and
slopes character types; however, its rough and rugged form often means that
the border with these is unclear. The height and distinctive form of the
mountains within the imegular massif means that they often create landmarks
which are seen from far away locations in clear visibility conditions.

BE



mliRrE Al REm

The forces for change within some areas of this landscape and

adjacent regions are influenced by designations, many of these
protecting geological features.

Although the irregular massif covers large areas, activity and pressure
for development tends to be concentrated in certain parts {mainly the

edge of the character type). The interior is largely uninhabited and
rarely visited by people, so that the key considerations for change
mainly concem land management.

This mountain landscape is very sensitive to disturbance; not only
physically, because of the fragile nature of its solls, flora and fauna,
which take a very long time to recover from any upheaval, if ever at all,
but alzo visually and experientially in relation to = guietness and
sense of remoteness.

Changes which occur within this character type and adjacent areas
can have a substantial impact on account of the extensive views from
the highest peaks within this landscape, although visibility is generally
limited within the lower interlocking slopes.

The introduction of new elements into this landscape have the
potential to result in visual confusion, on account of the complexity of
the visual composition. The visual impact of new elements will
depend on their design and visibility, and how they relate to the
various landscape characteristics.

ruidance

It i= imperatve to consider the overall impect of landscape change within this
character type, which generally has a low threshold level for disiurbance - both
physically and experientially. Development upon the higher slopes and peaks of this
landscape will tend 1o be inappropriate, due to the difficulty of accessing these areas

and their extreme sensitivity. If damage results from disturbance at any time, it
should be appropriately restored as soon as possible.

in order to protect the overall character of this landscape, it may be most appropriate
b concentrate development and change within certain areas, linked to the location of
axsting features. However, the planning of these areas should not oceur in isolation,
especially as the experience of the more remote areas iz affected by their route of
armval, which will tend 1o pass through the concentrated areas, as access is Emited
elsewhere.

i

Dispersed slements affect entire ane The concentration of alements fimis
impact; howeyer | hey S5l affect the
expeniencs of remober aress as they are
enoountened an e b These,
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Land management

ievemalar massif

There is an absence of existing artefacts to which new elements can directly relate
within many areas of this landscape. However, they will generally appear most
appropriate where they are simple n design and relate to the particulas
characterstics of a specific place, whilst slso considering potential cumulative impact
arvd avoiding visusl confusion,

{;ﬂul‘"_"‘x.-
Simpde: design and location of elements Cumuistive impact of individual elements,
upon favouraale sie. Visual confusion due to variety of design and

resaticrshis 1o Encssaps.

Mew elements will tend to appear most suitable where they appear as a minor focus
within the visual composition, either individually or collectively, and are inferior in
scale to fhe surounding mowrntains.

5 SN

Elements dominate scake and focal Mimar foel within landsspe
dommance of mountams

Deer management will affect the condition of the ground where it is
grazed and trodden by these animals. Insufficient control can
exacerbate processes such as erosion, ground poaching, peat
hagging, the spread of bracken, and the prevention of woodland
regeneration. These may be further affected by pedestrian and vehicle
erosion and muirbum, the latter having the potenfial to reduce
biodiversity and increase soil erosion where insufficiently controlled.

There may be pressure to construct additional fences to limit deer
movement through this landscape. These will tend to introduce lines
and edges into the landscape which form visual, as well as physical,
barriers which affect pedestrian movement.

The few access tracks and paths which exist within this landscape
tend to be heavily used by stalkers and hill walkers, and to a lesser
extent mountain bikers, at certain times of the year. Some of these
tracks and pathways suffer from erosion caused by heavy use,
especially where they cross drainage channels or pass over unstable
peatland. This may result in expansion, diversion and bifurcation of
the routes, so that their impact gradually extends.

Guidance
The pressure imposed by deer within this landscape may be alleviated by reducing

numbers, the level of necessary control established by the Deer Commission for
Scotland where overstocking is recognised to be causing damage. Pressure upon
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Roads and
powerlines

irvegubar sosif

ground condiions may also be eased by greater confrol of muirburn practice, and by
preventing erosion which occurs along some access fracks.

It is preferable fo avoid the construction of new fences within this character fype
wherever possible. However, these may ald ground recovery in the short term -
particularly for protecting very sensiive areas. The planning of any exclosure should
ensure that grazing pressure iz not merely diverted to the sumounding area. H
generally appears most approprate where designed to create the minimal visual
barrier, routed to follow the fie of the land and incorporating pedestrian gates or stiles.

Hard edge created by dense fencing. Fence appears &5 visualy unfesiniclive as
Giround eandiions contrast to surroundnge possile, aded by grasng pressure Deng
where grazing i5 conganiried, reduced auftaids enclosure o,

The impact of access tracks will be minimised where they follow the Be of the Rnd
and are routed over the most stable ground, incorporating small bridges, fords or
stepping stones in order to avoid intercepting drainage routes, The impact of a track
can be limited by using construction methods and materals which allow minimum
widths, and use dark coloured or local aggregate. The location of any bomow pris
should be carefully chosen, to minimise the extent of disturbance and visual impact.

It may be preferable to Emit the use of some tracks m order o prevent erosion, for
example requesting that bikes are only used in dry conditions. The erection of
notices may encourage responsible use, by explaiming the problems which result
from erogion; however, the siting of discouraging signs may convey a negative image
to visitors, If erosien does oceur, measures should be taken to stop and repar this as
500M s possible.

o o

Track created by infonmal dumpmg of Conbained track. |ritial robuwst constnaction,
angregate |f ot adequalely maintsined, lends repair work and adeguabe maintanance

to develop holes and gullies which encoursge reaists angsion and knook-on effects
mmvemend along edges, especially where hese

are indsimct.

There may be pressure for the upgrading of infrastructure within this
character type, for example road expansion, bridges and drainage, and
new powerlines. Although the routes of these tend to be limited by the
landform and ground cover characteristics within the interior of the
irregular massif, these elements often run along the border of the
character type or through passes formed by straths. These elements
may compromise the remote character of the landscape, and
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rrepalar masifl

introduce competing visual foci, edges and patterns, although this will
depend on their location and design, and particularly their scale. The
development of infrastructure may also result in knock-on effects
such as encouraging new house building and woodland planting - all
of which will have a cumulative impact.

Curdance

Infrastructure routes such ss roads and powerines will tend to appear most
appropriate where they follow the ke of the land and appear minimal in scale, directiy
ralated io their use as well as to the Bndscape. It will generally be preferable to
upgrade exsfing faclties rather than constuctng new elements, for example
replacing small poweriine supports rather than constructing additional paraflel routes
which will create a distinct comridor within the landscape.

Suiblie upgrading of existing
faciEtes

The route and scale of service elements should relate to the landscaps scale and
degres of enclosure within areas through which they pass. Of particular concem is
the potentisl for large elements to dominate the enclosed spaces within this
landscape; i is generally easier io accommodate small elements within these sreas,
locating  larger struciures within the open spaces of the charactes type It i3
important not only to consider how the scale of elements will affect their wisual
impact upon the enclosed areas, but also how they will influence the experence of
these places which tend o be very quiet and secluded, and generally disturbed by
additional noise or activity.

Elements appear more appropriate
within wide opan areas o relabed Lo
small scake of spaces

Az most areas of this landscape do not contain human artefacts, # is important 1o pay
particular aftenfion fo the design of any new shuctures, as these may act 22 a
precedent to which addiional elements relate in the future. Apart from there being a
logical connection between their design and funcfion, it iz important to consider the
most basic visual composiion of elements, i@ whether their proportions appear
visually balanced and harmonious, or whether they possess visual repefition, order,
riwthm or pattemn, or create foci.
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Visiror facilities

izregular massif

AHE

oooon foc—
Confusing complexty of Simple farma, vicually Wariable farmes, bul all visumdty
elamants, win ne clear image. balanced, and in repetitve complemans each otber in
paterm simple armangeimanl

The kneck-on effects or cumulative impact of infroducing new roads and powerlines
should be considered prior to any new development. It is important that the location
of hese ebements should not be used as the sole rationale for further development,
which should only occur if the character of 8 development s appropriate to a
pariicutar place imespactive of this link.

-

The locaton of 8 new road 5 sccoptabis
a3 it appears 85 an infanar alamaent withn
the Endscape,

There may be demands for additional visitor facilities within this
landscape. These will tend to be linked to the main access roads and
settiements, and may range from additional parking areas, to picnic
sites, interpretation boards, or pathways leading to the mountain
interior. The built elements associated with these, and the impact of

large numbers of visitors, will tend to contrast to the rural and remote
character of this landscape.

Guidance
Visitor faciliies should be located and designed to directly refate to the specific
character of the landscape within a locality. Their planning should take into accouwnt

the ability of the landscape to accommodate these elements, and the associated
number of visitors they attract, without i#s intrinsic character being affectad.

If excessive noise and activity B infroduced into areas, people will tend to selectively
concentrate on particular visual elements within the landscape, ‘blocking out’ the
other experiential characteristics which are disturbed. However, it is the complete
compaosition of this landscape which makes it so special. This means that it may be
preferable to plan and design services so that there i a hierarchical arrangement,
balancing fecilies to visitor expectations. For example, “viewpoint’ parking areas
may be provided which are easy to access, but where the experience of the
landscape is not so acuts, in confrast to the sole provision of low key signs in other
areas which merely encourage individuals to explore the landscape for themsebes.
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This character type runs along sections of the north and north-eastern coast of
Caithness and Sutherland. It forms long namow strips of land and sea, divided
by a defining edge of cliffs or beaches; the experience of this landscape is
overwheimingly influenced by its open exposure to ‘the elements’.

Although high cliffs and sheltered bays occur as isolated features within other
character types, they form the dominant characteristics within this landscape.

This character type comprises long stretches of high cliffs which are
regularly imterrupted by the location of a bay, typically comasponding to the
intersection of a glen. This pattem crestes a rhythmic repetition of
alternating characteristics along the length of the coast, the characler of the
various elements dependant on their relationship with each ather.

The intersecting glens vary in characier. Some are very narrow and deep, with
juvenile rivers carving steep routes throwgh the cliffs in order to reach the sea,
and containing waterfalls and lined by frees. Other glens are wider and gentler
as a result of glactation, and the rivers within these tend to be slower and more
meandering, and often lead towards & wide flood plain.

nigh lifis

_—=

The cliffs within this landscape create a strong and limiting linear edge where
there is an equal emphasis of land and se2. In these areas, views tend to be
directed along the coast and out 1o sea, especially where there are offshore foci
such as islands, rgs or boats. In contrast, the bays and beaches tend lo
contain athention.

The experience of this landscape is dominafed by the presence of the
seafand edge, although the local character varies between the cliffs and bays.
It iz also linked by the distinclive coastal lighl, immense openness, the soaring
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Hransitions

high cliffs and shelesed bars

and nesting of sea birds, and the movement and Sound of breaking waves.
The cliff tops offer an exhilarating experience of being precariously perched
upon & high edge, with open elevated views, whilst being exposed to all the
weather can offer, In contrast, the bays are generally sheltered by the
surrounding cliffs, and sometimes form sun traps. The saa tends to seem less
intimidating at this lower level - the distinct edge, focus and feeling of shelterad
retreat within the bay creating a sense of relaxation,

The coming tegether of all these elements can create a breathtaking sense of
drama within this landscape. Indeed, the character of this landscape is very
dynamic - not only experentially, but also physically, as demonstrated by its
stacks, caves, pebbles and collapsed cliffs.

The extent to which the sea dominates the = — —. T
experience of this landscape is closely related ==
to the coastal landiorm. It tends 10 be most -
acute on the promontories, which often sesm i
more a pari of the sea than the land itself. faind

Prominent buildings are occasionally located on the cliffs in this landscape;
these form focal points and often create distinctive landmarks. Their location
tends to be linked to their function, for example a casile, font or broch in a
defensive position, or a lighthouse sited in & very visible place. The scale of

these structures often seems lo emphasise the vertical dimension and scale of
the cliffs in companson.
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In the absence of anefacts of Prominent buildings located upon the o adges
knowr size, it i dificull ta
discsm the height of the ciffs
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As the clifis within this landscape are very high and tend to be almost vertical,
the inlets often have very deep and shelttered waters, and sometimes contain
harbours. Where these are large, they tend to form a distinct character type in
their own right; whereas the smaller harbours generally st tight into the cliff
bases. They usually serve only a local area, being just accessible via namow
and steep steps, or by a line and pulley over the cliff edge.

Sheep are frequently 1o be saen on the cliff tops within this character type, free
to wander from adjacent small farms, crofts er mooriand areas. These tend 1o
congregate near to the cliff edges where the ground is generally well dra'm_&d
and the grass is improved by guano deposits. A very short mat of vegetation
tends to cover the ground in these places, influenced by the heavy grazing of
sheep and the abrasion caused by people walking along the coast; this thin
cover creates a smooth surface which cleardy reveals all the intricacies of the
lamdform below.

High cliffs and sheltered bays tend to abut areas of sweeping mooriand,
moorland slopes and hills, or small farms and crofts.
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transitions cont.

high cliffs and sheltered bavs

4 main road runs parallel to many stretches of high cliffs and bays, following
the Caithness and Sutherland coast. A number of sefflements occur at
frequent intervals along these roads, tending to be either located on the high
coastal shelf which occupies stretches of raised beach, or where the
intersection of @ glen results in an open area of favourable ground conditions
and shelter,

The coastal roads typically offer views to the
sea;, however, it is usually very difficuit to
aciually see or reach the coastiine because of
the great height of the cliffs, and their
steepness and rough rock surface. This is
another factor which encourages people to
concentrate at the points where glens intersect
the coast, as these allow easier access to the
sea.

The settlemnents which are located adjacent to this character type tend o be
linked to erofiing or farming land use, or to @ harbour or the provision of local
facilties. These setlements often acl as a focus to visitors to Caithness and
Sutheriand, particularly where they are located adjacent 10 sandy beaches.
This can result in a conceniration of large numbers of people during
summer months, parlicularly where visitor services such as car parks,
footpaths, visitor interpretation and accommodation are provided. This
contrasts to the remote character within other paris of this landscape, and
typically portrays a very positive and vibrant image of aclivity and colour,
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kigh cliffs snd sheltered bays

Forces for change may affect the faidy complex balance of
components along the coast within this character type, and influence
how it is experienced. New elements may obscure, distract or
compete for attention.

Flan view
Fy r = =
= —the (= B 5 =
fane Thea lend : ~ sea and " sea
= /= . =
~AS —lE A= B :
Enfsting composition Elemests wisumlty dhide and Elemenls distract and
obstruct views from the compete for focal athesticn
suraurding area

As this landscape forms long narrow strips, it is greatly influenced by
changes which occur within the neighbouring inland character types.
Even if not directly affecting the high cliffs and bays, these can
influence the appreciation of this landscape from surrounding areas,
aspecially en route.

Domirance of high cliffs and shekersd Naighbaurng elements influence
baye charecter throughout aporsch expesience of high diffs and sheRerad
harys

Any new elements which affect the distinct repetition of
characteristics within this landscape will have a significant impact.
This can occur as expansion or infill of existing elements, or the
introduction of a new feature which unifies or crosses the boundaries
between different areas, linking them in the process. i these elements
are located along the boundary of the high cliffs and bays character
type, they may also isolate this landscape from its surroundings.

The location of new elements may obstruct visual movement through
and across this landscape. I they cross the coastal space, they may

101



high cliffs and sheltersd bays

appear to break its distinct linear edge and division between the sea
and land environments,

Elemend crosses and conlicts with
hﬁnﬂkﬂaﬂ“nﬂiﬁﬂt

The introduction of new elements may also affect the focal dominance

.of the existing prominent buildings within this landscape, such as
castles and lighthouses, so that they seem less monumental in their
pogition and scale,

Guidance

It i important to consider the overall impact of change within this landscape and
adjacent areas, taking info account the cumulative impact of developments and how
they affect the experience gained when traveling to, and through this landscape.

As this character type occurs @& a thin band, the smallest amount of linear
development can divide this landscape. This may mean it is preferable to reinforce
existing concentrations of elements to collectively form minor foci, whilst allowing
aneas o remain unaffected in-between, The planning of this development should aim
to prevent the complete obstructon of views through the landscape.

Gradual spread of elements Concentration alosws

has curnulative imgact, retentian of dominant

dividing high cfffs and bays chamacienistics between, &ss

and obstrucing wews alloreang open or divertad
ViEWE.

Structures will lend to appear most appropriaie where they directly relate to thelr
specific localion and its characterstic axperence. They will alzo typically seem more
complementary where they are inferior in scale to the coastal edge, and possess a
simple form which avoids conflict with the constantly changing, complex composition
of coastal characteristics. Structures may seem less disruptive where they have a
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lightness of form which appears supesimposed upon the landscape; alternatively,
they may also look appropriate where they seem to sit integrated within the landform.

K
-.Iir!'ll_:r." J

Mew structures should relate to the existing prominent buildings within this landscape,
for even if these are not actually visinle within a particular location, they form an
essential component to the linear repetition of features as one travels through.  New
buildings should not mimic their okder counterparts, as the design and siting of these
directly relates to a specific function or fashion in the past. Instead, new buildings
should make reference to elements of siting and design that relate to the present or
are still relevant, for example located nexd to some sheliering frees or being of &
traditional scale or colour. New buildings will only appear appropriate next to old
structures where they directly relate to the function of fhe orginal structures.
Otherwise, they can conflict m form and lessen the focal dominance of these.

M stnchres confuse Wew sinuctures eppear as
farm and reduse Tecal miner focus, eeparated from
doninancs of caste caslle oy isual buffer.

in some places, the vegetation along the coastal edge is eroded by
walkers and the heavy grazing of sheep and rabbits - the latter also
causing disturbance by burrowing. This can increase the vulnerability
of this landscape to cliff collapse and sand blow. I can also result in
knock-on effects such as the spread of weed species, for example
bracken and gorse.

Grufdance
Alfhough this is a dynamic landscape where the character of the coastine is
constantly undergoing change, it wil generally be advisable to reduce pressure upon

the ciiff top vepgetation from animals and pedestrians, as these may dramatically
acoeberate these processes,

The existing grazing pressure upon offf top vegetation may be alleviated by reducing
rabbit and sheep numbers, The katter may be achieved through imminent changes of
grants and subsidy avalabiify fwough the Common Agricuftural Policy and
programmes such as the Scotfish Countryside Premium Scheme, However, as the
coastiine tends to provide quite favourable grazing, unless stock movemnent is
confrolled, these areas will sfill be targeted by sheep. Although generally undesirable,
this may mean that these areas wil require addiional fencing. To minimise the
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landscape impact of this, fences should be kept low and as visually unobirusive as
possible, and should directly relate to the existing pattern of the landscape as well as
being minimal in length, and kept back from the cliff edges. They should also include
frequent pedestrian gates or sfiles and be well mantained.

Fenices abstruct movement Fences set back from ciff allows
through the tandscape and mavement along the coast
prevent pedestrians frem

traveling slong the ciff edge

The siting of fences, gates or stiles, in combination with signs, may be used to limit
pedestrian movement or direct people in particular directions. Although it is generally
preferable to avoid the provision of pathways, this may be necessary in order to
concentrate people in certain areas where their impact is excessive. Unfortunately,
the formal provision of pathways is likely to contrast o the infringic character of this
landscape, directing people through it in a fast and direct fashion which does not
encourage them to appreciate ther surroundings and the infricate varations of the
coastal edge characierstcs. To avoid this, £ may be advisable to design and
surface paths in @ way which encourages less purposeful movement, possibly with
afemative routes as parl of a nebwork. Howewver, where the ground surface iz
particularty sensitive to disturbance, for example over sand and marram grass, R will
generally be necessary to confaln acoess routes - often on raised walkways,

It iz advisable to control or eradicate any exsting weed species within this landscape,
such @s bracken and gorse, and it i= generally preferable for this to be achieved by
physical means rather than resorting to chemical sprays. However, the removal of
weeds needs to take place many times before the vigour of these plants will be
suppressad.

Visitors create demand for service facilities, particularly in the areas of
this landscape adjacent to settlements or beaches. It is very difficult
to locate these facilities without affecting the remote or rural character
of this landscape. The location of service facilities will also have
knock-on effects; for example the provision of a small parking area
and pathway to a beach may concentrate visitors, resulting in
additional pressure, for example pathway erosion, and create further
demand for services such as signs, toilets and litter bins.
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Although formal visitor accommeodation tends to be concentrated
within the settiements adjacent to this character type, many people
camp within this landscape. The most pepular camp sites tend to be
located within open grass areas near to beaches, with the provision of
washing and toilet facilities. However, only a few sites of this kind
exist within this character type, which results in these being very busy
in the summer months, which in tum imposes great pressure upon the
site utilities. An increasing number of camper vans also park upon
hard verges or stone borrow pits for overnight stays, and this often
results in the erection of discouraging notices in these locations.

Guidance

The overall provision of visitor facilities showld be planned to avoid the compefition or
replication of some services, whilst others are lacking and under presswre. The
potential knock-on effects of this kind of development should alse be considered,
ensuring that the resources exist for these to be adequately maintained, and in order
to prevent the clutter of uiitarian elements. The planning of faciliies should also
ensure that some areas remain essentially uraffected, retaining their sense of
remoteness.

Visitor facilities should be designed and located to directly relate to their specific
function and the characteristics of the landscape in which they are located, it is
generally preferable to upgrade existing facilities where possible; however, in some
circumstances, it may be appropriate to construct anew. The requirement for a new
building, such as a visiter centre, may create an excifing opportunity to consiruct a
centemporary prominent structure, complementing the existing buildings of this type,
yel liustrating the change of architectural style over time. Utilitarian fasiliies, for
example parking areas, should be designed sensitively to aveid these dominating the
landscape and affecting the design and image of attached buildings.

Etapsiard building design does not refate Sinple form of bullding, with minimal
1o the specific chamcter of this place, the impast of associated facilities. Cresies
car park and ‘urtsan fumiee’ dominatng izalated focus, similar b exdsting

with surrounding landscaps characher

The planning of visitor provision within this landscape should Emit the numbers of
campers in relation to the abiity of a site to accommeodate these without resulting in
excessive disturbance to the landscape, parficulardy during peak perieds. It is
important that the edge of any camp site is cleary indicated, 1o prevent campers
extending their impact as they search for a quiet plot during busy timas.

The design of facilities within a campsite should direcily reiate to the character of this
landscape in addition to their function. This will appear more appropriate than the
location of badly designed facilities which are merely screened in an attempt fo
mitigate their impact; this is because the act of screening implies thal a structure is
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considered inappropriate for a place, creatng a negative image, and because any
vertical element will confiict with the cpen character of this landscape character type.

Campeie located upon well drained ground, Dispersad wash buldings and acocess tracks
avoiding the need for access tracks. Wash harve significant Impact in landscape. ARhough
taciliies are located next to farm buildings. these will Bppesr less dominant dUring pesk

pariods, due to the number of people and ther
tent= and vams, it appears great out of seasen
wihen empby.

Most of the small harbours within this landscape are now rarely used,
as there has been a shift of activity towards the larger harbour towns.
This has resulted in many of the structures within these small
harbours degenerating as they are inadequately maintained. Ewven
where not in use, however, these small harbours can have great visitor
attraction, as they sit hidden within the coast, subject to whatever the
sea throws upon them, their structural relics suggesting a past use
and activity which incites curiosity.

Grurdance

It is generally preferable for the small harbours within this landscape o remain
operational, as they offer a wealth of interest - culturally, physically and visually.
However, where this ks not possible it is &6l desirable for access to be retained so
that their unique character can be experienced. This provision of access may need
to look constructively at the enforcement of safety standards, as to modify structures
to conform to these will generally result in a change of the intrinsic character of these
places.

Tipping of rubbish occurs over the cliffs within some locations of this
landscape character type. This not only appears unsightly, but may

cause pollution and portrays a very negative image of care within
these areas.

Gruidance

It is very difficult to prevent fipping on private property within thes landscape character
type, unbess an area is designated. it will be preferable to prevent or remove wasle
by active encouragement; however, if this fails, the intervention of the Scoftish
Emvironment Protection Agency (SEPA) may be more successful, or possibly the
use of ‘shaming' publicity as a last resort.
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This landscape character type extends along stretches of the east Caithness
and Sutherand coast. The reason for its location is somelimes quite obvious -
tucked within a bay, or where an estuary meets the sea. However, in other
areas, the views of the bright sands and smooth shapes appear as a surprise as
one travels around the coastal edge of this region.

This character type tends to ocour in namow strips running along the coast, its
variabie landform and slopes tending to form a soft linear edge to the sea.

The landscape s characterised by its wide open space and extreme
exposure. This openness results in sxtensive visibility.

The visual composition of this character type is simpife - mainly comprising
sky, sea and land, and the dividing fnes between them. The composition and
relative prevalence of these elements is strongly affected by the northem
coasial Nght, this has an exireme clarty which somelimes accenluates
parficular textures, shapes and colours, whilst at other times, clothes them in iis
own warm hues,

- Moh e b L/
LAY

The openness of this landscape strongly affects its experience, which is
dominated by the relationship between the sea, weather and light
characteristics. This ranges from times of sea mist, when the noise of
breaking waves echo through the haze, to periods of extremely strong winds,
when sand and sea spray seems to blast every surface raw, and marram
grasses bend over in the force. In contrast, clear skies may result in the sun's
heat being so0 intense as to create a rising shimmer of warm air radiating up
from the sand, and the sea appearing as the deepest blue, gradually becoming
sprinkled with sparking light as the sun lowers.

The way in which birds influence the experience of this landscape often relates
to these different weather conditions, for examgple they can catch the eye when
hovenng upon strong winds or bobbing upon a rough sea surface, or atiract
attention when their calls ring through the landscape during still conditions.,
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This landscape character type is wery dynamic - both physically and
experientially. This tends to be most cleary visible by the blowing of sand
{leading to the migration of dunes), and the constantly changing character of
the sea and passing weather systems.

The landscape typically comprises a Mnear space, which in combination with
its dynamic quality, encourages continual movement through the landscape.
This i both physical and visuzl, although it is less direct through dune areas,
and visual movement 5 occasionally attracled to focal points, for example
formed by the enclesure of a bay, or the location of features such as buildings
or woodlands on the mainiand, and boats, rigs or islands offshore.

Lifuzar vissussl movement indirect fiow through dunes inor foai

This landscape generally possesses a curved shape and smooth surface.
This shape is formed by the gentle slopes and subtie interlocking of dunes, the
curved lines of bays, and the vast scale of this land and seascape which makes
any small irmegularity appear inconsequential. The smooth appearance of the
landscape partly results from its horizontal emphasis, the character of sand,
and the absence of many vertical elements.

Dune areas contain altemating exposed high points and low pockets of semi-
enclosure. The complex pattern of this amangement is typically difficult fo
discem from within these areas, although it appears clearer when viewed from
nearby elevated points or when the shape of the dunes is emphasised by
shadows during low light. The semi-enclosed depressions within dune areas
provide sheltered and quiet areas of retreat, screened from the sumounding
exposure and complexity of marine characterstics.

Dune areas tend to gradually vary in their detailed character wilth additional
distance from the sea, a typical section shown below. Sheep frequently graze
this landscape, in addition to rabbits which also burmmow into the sand. The
browsing of these animals is partly responsible for the existence of a smooth
surfaced mat of short vegetation in many places.

Wisttand and scrub ﬂ“‘“‘":ﬁw Exposed sand
FRRAITAM QEEE, du
cozasionaly in hollows o=t

e f"'j "*\\___m
Beach clifl rarks edge af Shoarl mat of grasses - worm diown ezach
reised beach n =ome e =hesn and pedestrians. tolming
areas. Shooes often roubes i seE

covered by woodiand.

host areas of this landscape are used for recreation, mainly for walking, but
also for organised activilies such as golf links. The attraction of visitors 1o this
landscape has resulted in the provision of associated facilities, and
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accommedation is provided in the form of camp sites and caravan parks within
the character type itself, in combinaticn with hotels and B&BEs at the edges of
these areas, or within neighbouring character types.

This landscape, particularly the links, often merges into rich agricultural areas
behind, these being frequently divided by shelter belt woodland. This character
type is also occasionally ulilised for the location of roads or railway lines and, to
a lesser exdent, airstrips and industrial units.

Areas of long beaches, dunes and links border many differemt landscape

character types, as they are related to the coast which runs along the edge of
these. They do, however, tend to occur adjacent to areas of mixed agriculture
and settlement, coastal sheif, smal farms and crofis, woodland, or an adjacent

-setllement.

Transition to farmland

H.H se8

Fairty rich and fat or gently undulating agricutural land tends to border this character type. There is a
smpie compasition, with field patterms aften unnng paraliel and at rght angles ta the cosstine.
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Transition to coastal shelf
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edpe of chamctar hype
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Many areas of this landscape are designated, for both their habitat
and scenic qualities. Although the existence of these designations
will not directly affect decisions made on purely landscape character
grounds, they will affect the forces for change and what kind of
development is considered acceptable through the planning system,
in relation to the sensitivity of this landscape to disturbance.

The major considerations for forces for change within this landscape
relate to its linear space, openness, simple visual composition and
the combination of its experiential characteristics.

This landscape is likely to be affected by forces for change In
adjacent areas as well as within the character type itself, and vice
versa. This is of particular importance due to the extensive visibility
within this landscape, and because its narrow width means that even
its interior is close to other character typas.

rew structune 2 Raghly wisible from nesghbouring anses,
deapite loaation wihin certre of charactsr ype

F

Gruddance

i & important to consider the cumulative impact of change throughows this
character type, particularly because of s namow, finear form, and the distinct
experience ravelling to, and through this landscape.

Az the character type tends to occur in namow strips, even & small amount of
development can divide the landscape from 5 summoundings: this means that it is
generally befier to avoid locating any elements which would cross the width of this
character type, of would run along its border to divide it from s suroundings.
Instead, it is generally preferable fo reinforce existing concentrations of elements,
whilst allowing the areas in-between to remain unaffected and ensuring that views
through the landscape are not obstructed,

= £l [(&

Y e RS

Expting openness and fneasr Gradual spread of eements Concentraton aliows retenton

space of landscape dominated  has clemukstive impact, by of typical characiefstics
by pihysiesal and experientsl crosging linear space and betwesn aress, sihough these
characienstics mthar than dividing characher type from s Decome dommnant fos and will

neman artafacts, sumoundings affect exparience by directing
TOvEMmEnt.
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The location of structures within this landscape tends to be very
noticeable on account of its openness and simple visual
composition. However, numerous or large structures can
occasionally be accommodated without them seeming to dominate,
because of the opennaess and vast scale. What may have greater
impact is the location of an element with a complex form or pattern,
or one which crosses the width of the character type; these will tend
to contrast to their sumoundings, and act as competing foecl.

Element i very noliceabie due o surmounding Mew elements contrast bo the characier of the
apenness, however appears inderior in scale langscape - in form and ne

Guidance

Elements which are located within the open spaces of this landscape will tend fo
seams less dominant in ecale, However, they will only appear appropriate where
their function and design directly relates to a specific place, and the other elements
contained within it - considering the potential cumulative impact to avoid visual
confusion or focal compefition.

y
)
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=y " =
i = — =\ ' =
N —\-— =
Athough house scale & Rationale for location i clear - Elemenis ane mane deminant
dominated by sumourdings, linked to specific andecape in scake, bul relste to
no obiious feasan for chamcierslies character of particudar place
Iocation, so il appears

The distinctive northern coastal light within this landscape may
highlight certain forms, textures, colours or shades, whilst the
‘harsh’ climate often has an adverse impact on the exterior condition
of structures.

Guidance

The planning of any development within this landscape should explore altemative
designs, and the polential impact of different form, colowr, texture ete, and how
these appear in the various westher condifions. It is important to carefully design
and select materials which can withstand the cimale of this landscape without
quickly looking ‘shabby’ and therefore inappropriate for the location. For this
reason, it is also imperafive that the planning of any development considers
potential maintenance costs over ime, to ensure that adequate resources aast.

Any element which conflicts with the experiential characteristics of

this landscape, or more likely, the appreciation of these, will tend to
have a substantial impact. For example, a new element may act as a
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screen at close proximity, preventing an awareness of the
landscape’s wide open spaces and exposure, whilst at a distance, it
may compete as a focus.

— T T e W
: = ( =
e (& a=

Elemenis absinad vises so that wide Fram afher end of beach, elements
o space bayond = nol Bppear 85 dominant focus.
experianced,

Although this landscape is typically very dynamie, forces for change
may accelerate these natural processes; for example, pedestrian
disturbance can increase the rate of dune migration. The sensitive
balance of the beach and dune habitats will mean that any
disturbance will tend to have extensive knock-on effects.

Guidance

It is important to consider the potential impact of a force for change on the
experience of this landscape in addition to its physical character. Elements which
either directiy relate to the experiential characteristics, or allow them to be fully
appreciated without distraction or imposing thes own character, will tend to appear
most appropriate.

It is imperative thet the planning of any landscape change considers potential
knock-on effects, and the impact of different weather conditions. The location of
any development should attempt to aveid areas of particular ground sensitivity, and
if disturbance occurs by accident, every effort should be made to repair and resione
this.

The location of new elements has the
potential to canflict with the linear space
of this landscape, by physically or
visually obstructing mowvement, or by
dividing spaces.

MNew structures tend to create additional visual foci, as they are
usually very noticeable, partly as a result of this landscape
containing few other artefacts. An increase of foci will further
disperse attention so that the traditional and existing foci in this
landscape may seem less significant. They may also create visual
confusion if they contrast in form or function, or create new pattems.
The location of numerous elements may also affect the typical
smooth and curving appearance of this landscape.

Exsting foci Agditional elements reduce
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Guidance

It i= important to plan and design elements to relate to the distinct finear space of
this character type, in addifion to #s exising focl. It is difficult to locate any new
elements without them creaing focl and affecting the experience of the landscape.
It may be preferable to concentrate elements to fimit their impact, although the
dominance of a single colective feature will tend to be very great. Less intense
impact will result from the equal distribution of elements; however this will affect an
extenshve area, the minimal amount of landscape remaining unaffected.

The design of elements should relate to the visual composition of this landscape
and avoid wvisual confusion. This will mean that they tend to appear most
appropriate where they possess a very simple design and appear inferier to the

 landscape scale.

simpie foeus 1o the
Iancscape

Some stretches of the coast within this character type are subject to
excessive coastal erosion. In order to prevent the eroding of the land
edge, there may be a demand for the construction of sea defences,
for example walls, gabions or concrete blocks. However, these will
tend to have a substantial visual impact, and may limit access to the
coast and result in unforeseen knock-on effects on the dynamics of
the sea.

Guidance

It is important to strategically consider the potential knock-on effects of modifying
any part of the coastal edge, as this may result in increased erosion or deposition
further along the landscape. Where defences are sonstructed, attemative methods
for wave epergy reduction, defiection or obstruction should be expiored so that
these can be designed and constructed in as sensitive a manner as possible,

The design of any structures will appear most appropriate where they directly refate
to the character of the sumounding landscape and their specific site, and ideally
incorporate through points for pedestrian access and views., The need for zea
defences may even provide the opportunity to create a contemporary and exciting
structure which appears aftraciive and positive by representng the combaned sbility
of engineering and visual or sculptural design.
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The vegetation within many parts of this landscape is under pressure
from disturbance caussd by pedestrians and the heavy grazing of
sheep and rabbits, in addition to burrowing by the latter. This may
increase the vulnerability of this landscape to erosion, mainly by
exposing sand which is then blown away. [t will also have other
knock-on effects, for example the accumulation of sand in other
areas, ofr colonisation by opportunist weed species.

Guidance

Despite this being a very dynamic landscape, where the character of the coast =
constantiy in change, it is generally advisable to reduce existing pressure on the

_ ground conditions where they ocour, as this may dramatically accelerate the natural

processes.

The existing grazing pressure within dune areas may be alleviated by reducing
rabbit and sheep numbers, The latter may be indirectly achieved through imminert
changes of grant and subsidy availability through the Common Agricultural Policy
and programmes such &s the Scottish Countryside Premium Scheme. However,
as these specific areas tend to be favoured by sheep, they will remain under
pressure unless the movement of sheep i3 controlled.  Although generaly
undesirable, fhis may require additional fencing. To minimise the impact of thig,
fences can be kept as low and visually unobtrusive as possible, and refate to the
linear space and pattem of the landscape. They can also be planned to be of
minimal length and 1o avoid the beach front.

T GE=
=N,

Vigually obirushe fence Bk pedesirian hnimal visiblity of fenca, Follows e of
access and conflcts with linear space. land and coniRing many gateways
Mm:mu.

It is generally advisable to cortrol or eradicate weed species within this landscape,
such as gorse. Alhough it s preferable to achieve this by physical removal rather
than by using chemical sprays, this will usually need to fake place many times
befare these plants are effectively destroyed.

Although this open landscape has the potential to accommodate
fairly large numbers of people without its intrinsic character being
greatly affected, the facilities often provided for visitors, such as car
parks and public conveniences, usually have a wvery significant
impact. This is because these tend to create dominant foci and
compromise the dominance of ‘natural’ and experiential
characteristics, rather than human artefacts, within this landscape.
The location of any facilities also tend to have extensive knock-on
effects; for example the provision of a car park will tend to
concentrate people, which may in tum result in path erosion or
further demand for toilets, notices, litter bins etc, all affecting the
characteristic experience of the place.
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Gufdance

The overal provision of visitor faclities should abvays be carefully planned; this
should involve determining the capacity of this landscape to accommodate visitors
without adversely affecting ite character, prior to any development taking place.
Planning should alse prevent the compeliion or replication of certain services,
whilst others are lacking or under pressure, The potential knock-on effects of this
kind of development should also be examined, ensunng that the resources exst for
faciliies to be adeguately maintained, to prevent a growing clutter of utilitarian
elements.

Visitor faciliies should be located and designed in direct relation to their specific
function and the character of the particular landscape. New development should

- relate to ewsting faciliies where these aready exist, and it will generally be

preferable to upgrade or adapt these rather than constructing anew. It may also be
appropriate to make use of the faciliies within neighbouring landscape character
types which are less sensifive to disturbance, for example within a nearby town or
woodland plantation, with paths Enking to the long beaches, dunes and finks.

Where a new building & needed, the opportunity may exdst to design and build a
contemporary structure which relates to the dynamic character of this landscape. [t
is imperative that the sensitive design of this should also extend to the associated
senvice facilities at all scales, from the car park layout and materials to the location
and design of litter bins; this i= to avoid these imposing a ufilitarian image which
wiotld conflict with the surrounding landscape.

ESimple design of fcifSes and minimal
provision - sumsunding landseape
resrigins dominant i character.

There is a demand for new housing within some parts of this
landscape and in adjacent areas. A large proportion of this is for
visitor accommodation, or for new homes to replace previous
properties which are then converted into wvisitor accommodation.

There is especially a demand for properties with sea views which are

close to @ main settlement, particularly popular for those entering
retirement.

Guidance

It i imperatve that the sirategic planning of amy housing development takes into
account the composition of property users within areas. If this & dominated by
visitor accommodation, these areas will appear deserted in winter, and will impose
demands on seasonal senices and employmentl  Altermatvely, if an area is
dominated by refirement properfies, the residents of these can alter the
demographic balance within an area, so that its character gradually changes to
provide for the distinct requirements of this population.
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It is very difficult to locate new housing withen, or at the edge, of this landscaps,
without it affecting its open and exposed character, and contrasting fo its typical
absence of these kind of stuctures, Howewver, it must be appreciated that the
provision of accommaodation atiracts visflors and residents to this landscape who
are very important to the economy of the region and help fo convey a positve
image of activity and prosperity.

The planning of new housing within, and on the edge, of this landscape should also

take into account the need for new utilities, for example sewage treatment, as this

landscape often has no maine senvicing, and the ground conditions are not suitable

for constructing new faciliies. For this reason, and to avold the gradual spread of

urban development near to this character type, it may be more appropriate to
© locate new housing within the existing setfliements close to thes character type.

Existing witde apen space with Linear gevelopment of “Sea  Additonal development
seliiement &l one and View® properiies affect concantraied within setement
charasier of andsoape.

Although most visitor accommeodation tends to be concentrated
within adjacent settlements, many people wish to camp within this
landscape. It is very difficult to accommodate camping sites or
caravan parks without these affecting the experience of this
landscape.

Guidance

It i very difficult to locate camp sites and caravan parks without these contrasting
to the open and exposed landscape character, which typically possesses few
structures and foci. Numerous tents, caravans, of motor homes will tend to impose
their own character on an area, and will introduce new patiems. They alzo result in
an intense concenfration of people and activity which confrasts to the open
character where people typically disperse and keep moving during recreation,

Although concentrating this kind of development may limit the impact, this is likely
to significantly affect the character of these places for which people have come to
visit in the first place; yet, to disperse slements will result in disturbance over a
larger area.

Impact of earavans - impose thelr charmetes Impac! is dispersed - athough extends overa
willin an ares in contras to surroundirgs preater area with imgact of actess racks
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Golf courses

Foodlands
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In order to minimise the substantial impact of camping facilities, it is generally
preferable to plan camping so that there is a distinct hierarchy of services, This
should range from informal camping sites with minimal facilities, but where the
experience of this landscape can be closely appreciated, to organised caravan
parks which contain all the necessary services, and where people have o leave the
site to gain an experience of the unique sumounding landscape. The relatve
location of these different services is very important; ideally, they will be separated,
s0 that the character of one does not affect the other {and a visitor does not have to
pase trough cne te reach another). Thelir impact on their surroundings may also be
minimised by kmiting their extent, and so that people can easily avoid these areas if
desired.
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Minimal impect of sccasional An increass in numbers, As Marker posts indicate edge,

informal camgping peaple Mo to edges, this limilirsy impact, bul may
leads o expansion of area of result in greater intensity of
impact pround disturbance

There may be demands to extand the existing golf courses within
this landscape, or to construct additional facilities. The impact of
these will depend on their specHfic location and design and their
cumulative impact upon this landscape character type. Where golf
courses are designed around existing landscape characteristics,
their impact tends to be minimal; however, if they modify these,
particularly if they affect access through an area or construct sea
defences, they will considerably affect the typical experience of the
landscape.

Guidance
The planning of golf courses within Caithness and Suthedand needs to take into
account cumulative impact, as most are located within this particutar character
type, so that they may seem to become a key landscape characterisic. Golf
courses will tend to appear more appropriate, and less confrasting to their
suroundings, where their design directly relate to, and ufilises, the specific
characteristics of a landscape. Their impact may also be minimised where they
limit the need for hard construction works, such as pathways, car parks and club
mﬁﬁmwpmheacﬁemdhymmsenﬁmumﬂedhaﬁinﬂ
areas, for example by a nearby hotal.

o 711 Y T L R s .

Go¥f courss confrasts to character of links

The coniferous plantations which lie adjacent to this character type
will require restructuring at some time in the future. This will have an
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Industrial development

lomyg beaches dunes amnd lEnks

impact in this neighbouring character type, particularly by affecting
its views and the experience of arrival. These adjacent woodlands
often form the inner edge to the long beaches, dunes and links
character type, and so by clearing them, it may appear more open
and have less distinction of its edge.

Grnidance

The landscape impact of restructuring woodlands will be influenced by the method
and operation of these works. [t may be more suitable to phase works, so that
clearance and replanfng occurs in stages, especially to avoid wind throw, and so
that the physical impact seems less, although extending over & longer period. The
planning of woodkand restructuring should consider the potential visual impact and

. operational noise of the works and associated faciities, such a& access roads and

storage areas, on the infrinsic experience of this neighbouring character type.

Mew planting which forms part of woodland restruchaning will tend to appear most
appropriate where it |s set back from the border of the long beaches, dunes and
links, in order to avoid confrasting with the openness of this character type, and
dividing it from fts sumoundings. However, the design of a woodland should also
relate to the other surrounding character types. This will mean that a wery simphe
design tends to appear most appropriate within these locations, not only relating to
the basic composiion of the long beaches, dunes and links, but also to the
surrounding agricultural and crofing patterns.

fype eo ihat it avoids confiict with openness.
Relates to simple pattern of adjacent
bndssapes

There may be a demand for new industrial development such as
mills, storage areas or service buildings, within or adjacent to this
landscape, particularly near to existing settlements where there may
be a shortage of alternative open land. This kind of development will
typically have a substantial impact - not only physically because of
the sensitivity of ground conditions, flora and fauna - but also
experientially and physically by becoming a dominant focus which
portrays a distinet utilitarian image in contrast to the surroundings.

Guidance

Although new industrisl faciliies will ahways have 8 considerable impact in this
landscape, this may be minimised where they are located immediately nedt to an
esting setlement so that they appear more connected to this, than the long
beaches, dunes and inks. Alematively, they may seem to convey a positive image
as an isolated feature where they are designed to portray a sculptural, rather than
utiltarian image. The impact of this kind of development will also be lessened
whiere designed to possess the least amount of senvice facilities such as roads and
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parking, and where the construction and use of these creates the minimum amount
of ground and habitat modification.
i _. .

et widitarmn building contrasts o characier of Althusaigh
CONfiESes imbge. Hmiimmmwnm
sculptural slement with no distine funchion.
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Kyles, fiths and sea lochs penetrate parts of the north and south-east
Suthedand coast. They act as a transition between the open sea and the glens
and straths which extend from the interior of the region. Although they vary
considerably in local character, they all contain an inlet of water which creates
a central space around which hills provide a sheltering backcloth, sometimes
adomed on their lower slopes with a2 mixed pattemn of settlement, agriculture
and wondland.

This landscape characler type consists of a
central body of water, sandwiched between
opposite fand masses; this creales a linear
space surmounded by a distinct boundary.

Although this character type encompasses the interface between land and
marine environments, in mos! areas ts experience is dominated by the
character of the sea. and how this changes in different weather conditions.

The sanse of enclosure within this [andscape depends on the width of the inlet
in refation to the height and slope of the surrounding land.

Strong sense of Enoiasune - RAfaw
inlet and steep, high slopes

The kyles and firths tend to be wide, surrounded by a low and gently sloped
fandform. The visual link between opposite shores is quite weak at the widest
points, and the central space is open and exposed, Water levels tend to be
shallow, exposing complex and changing patterns of mud flats, sand banks
and water channels at low tide, forming a haven for wading birds.

In contrast to the kyles and firths, sea lochs tend {0 be quite namow, linked to
a line of geological weakness, for example running along a thrust zone. The
sea lochs have high and steep sides which create a faifly sheltered and
enclosed space. Views tend to be concentrated within the character type and
mainly pass between oppasite shares or along the linear space. In these areas,
the depth of the sea tends to result in very dark waters, with a namow and steep
inter-tidal zone, mainly indicated by the intermittemt exposure of seaweed,
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Lybes, firths and sea Jocks

At a broad level, and in its most basic form, this landscape possesses a simple
visual composition, however, this s overain in some places by a more
detailed arangement of land use characierstics. A combination of elements
such as woodland, settlerment and focal struciures can create a complex and
interasting pattem, which cleary contrasts to the hill backdrop and the open
water. The balance of this composition is affected by the vertical dimension of
the hills, the horizontal width of the open sea, and the impact of the area
occupied by human settlement or land use, As views pass between opposiie
shores of this character type, these elements are often viewed in elevation,

Al 8 Broad kel MWMI

Dominance of anea of
simpie visual compostion. However, this may b intenaive land use
averiain by & mane inficate pattem of elements in VR 508 and open
chatail land

The pattern of land use within this character type tends to directly relate 1o the

linear space and altitude, so that elements are often arranged in horizontal
fiers,

The kyles and firths tend to be guile densely populated along their shores,
with a long tradition of occupation. Estate farmland often lines the lower slopes
of this character type near to the shere, whilst setifements are concentrated
efther al bridging points or where boats and ferries once crossed at the inlet
mouth. These settlements are the traditional service points for the local area,
and typically contain a concentration of old stone buildings which gradually lead
out to sparser crofting, farming and mooriand areas.

ar Main aogess

Crofting
woodland on read
=

e ] l
The saftlements within this land often attract wisitors, not only for the
services they provide, but also because of their pasition which allows access to
both the interior and coast of the region. They generally appear very atiraclive
within distant views of the landscape, as they tend to form the visual foci of the
kyles, firths and sea lochs which surround them, revealed by the openness of
the central water space.

The tradition of occupation within this character type results in the location of
many historic features within the landscape, particulary in prominent and
defensive positions by the waters edge, for example forts and caslles. These
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transitfons

kyles, firths end sea locks

features tend o be important landmarks and comvey a sense of history 1o the
experience of these landscapes. Some of the marginal areas of this character
type also contain the relics of old settiements, many of which represent areas
depopulated during the 'Clearances’.

A tradition of ococcupation within this character
type means that i typically possess many
patches of mature broadieal woodland and
conifer plantations. These usually contain
trees which seem imposing due to their ‘classic’
thapes and large sizes resulling from
favourable ground conditions and shelter, in
contrast to the wind pruned and smaller
specimens found in other characier types in

.Caithness and Sutherand. Woodland provides greatl seasonal interest in this

landscape with its changing colours and textures, particularly emphasised
where broadleaves are seen in contrast to conifers.

Access roufes tend to run parallel and close to the shoreline within this
landscape, roads often running along opposite sides of the inlet, linking at
bridging points. The ferres which once crossed the mouths of some of the
kyles, fiths and sea lochs have now mainly been replaced by a causeway.
These divide the central water space, separating the inlet from the open sea.

i - - =
Read runs around inlet, crossing &t
bridging point

Fassing across causeways offers a very different experience to that of a ferry.
Where ferries remain, they provide a slow crossing which allows time to take in
the surrounding landscape backdrop. This is combined with an (ntense
experience of the sea characleristics:- the aclivity of birds, the feeling of
rocking upon the sea surface, the smell of seaweed and close-up views of the
turbuient currents which pass through these waters. Although travelling over a
causeway, rather than a bridge, does convey some sense of contact with the
water's surface, and the speed can seem quite exhilaraling, the experience of
the specific and delailed qualities of these areas tends o be less acute, and the
views are spiit betwean tha inland and coast.

This landscape tends lo penefrate into areas of moorand slopes and hiils,
and often linked to straths. It= open central space frequently offers views of
fone mountains or irregular massif in the distance, whilst areas of small
farms and crofts (many of which contain local facilities) and woodland are
often located along the lower slopes, The division between this character type
and the open sea is very gradual, the edge vaguely determined by the point &t
which the landform no longer contains a distinct linear space.







(reneral

Some parts of this character type are designated, for both their quality
of natural habitat and scenic quality; this will affect the control of
forces for change within these areas.

Key issues to be considered when assessing forces for change within
this character type concem its sense of enclosure and linear space,
and the balance batween open water and the surrounding slopes.

Any element which disrupts the balance between land and water
within this landscape, or the boundaries which separate these, and
their relative proportions, will have a significant impact. Changes of
land use may also affect the appreciation of the distinct experiential
characteristics, possibly by distracting attenfion.

Ewisting balance between land Balance and proporion of land ey glement crosses and
and sea and water affected by new unifies Vafiotis components

develcpment
Guidance
It iz important to consider change and development as a whale within thiz landscape,
taking into account cumulative impact. A new element or change in land use will
appear less disruptive where & directly relates to the experiential character of this
landscape and does not affect the appreciation of this by screening or distraciion,

Single building and Wwack appear % mino Additional structures snd upgrading of access
element within cversl landscape compostion hars eumuiative impacl - ecting 28 a band
W dividing inlet from hits behind

The introduction of new elements into this landscape can divide or
conflict with the existing composition, and can create foci; these may
contrast to the typical linear space and visual movement along and
across the central space of the kyles, firths and sea lochs, and may

129



kyles, Berhs and pea bochs

conflict with the traditional features, and possibly compromise their
focal importance and monumental image.

Guidance
Elemnents will generally appear most appropriate where they relate to the distinet

inear space within this landscape, aveiding the obstruction or diversion of visual
mowvement,

ﬁéﬂﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁhﬂ o &

New elements conflict with lineas Hew elements relale 1o Enesr
epace and visual mevemeant - charactar of landscaps
shape contfasting o lEndionm

The planning of any new element should assess its potential to form a focus in the
landscape, considering how it relates to the position, scale and image of any existing
focl. It may be most appropriate to link a new focus to those which already exist, or

alternatively to cleary separate it on account of its contrast of form or function,
preventng visual confusion.

- - = e |

Eﬂﬁ'rﬂmfmnfnmi: Hew foct contrast bo braditional heawe fesi are mferier to fooal
focus and camproemise it importancs of histonic structuns
nportance a5 & landmark and separabed by visual buffer

The location of elements within the central space of this landscape will
conflict with its openness and may disrupt the visual link between
opposite shores. The introduction of new elements can also affect the
overall sense of enclosure within this character type.

Cruidance

It is geperally advisable to svoid the locaton of new elements within the central
space of this landscape if possible, as these invariably create foci and may seem to
encroach upon the disfinct water space. However, the impact of these can seem
more appropriate where their function directly relates to the character of the sea,
and they comprise a light structre which appears aimost superimposed upon the
waler, rathar than seeming to direcily change it.




New buildings

Ioyles, fimhe and sea lochs

It is important te consider the overall location of elements within this landscape, o
ensure that they do not upset the balanced sense of enclosure within this landscape,
or how this typically changes along the length of a kyle, firth or sea loch.

Addiional elements increase Mew elements decrease sense
Benes of encloslre of enciosure

There is demand for new buildings within some parts of this
landscape character type, particularly for housing and service facilities
around the edges of existing settlements and along the main access
routes. It is generally very difficult to locate new bulldings because of
the sloping topography, and this may result in pressure for
construction to modify this characteristic; this will have a very
substantial impact on the character of the coasfal edge. It is also
difficult to site new buildings within this landscape without them
dividing the linear space or creating new foci which contrast to the
existing composition of elements.

Landfanm imits consrucsion Hew developmerts imode
potenial due to lack of fiat sies substantal medification of the
landform - changing is characer

Guidance
It is important to consider the potential cumulative impact of locating new buldings

within tiis landscape, to avoid these contrasting to the charactenstic amangement of

The location of & new building will appear most appropriate where landform
modification & not required, and it directly relates to esdsfing structures within the
landscape. This will mean that new bulldings may be best sulted within the existing
concentrated setements of this landscape, typically located at bridging points, Care
must be taken, however, to ensure that these are not just located around the edges

of endsting setflements, as this can appear as sprawl and solate the traditional heart
of the setlement from i surmoundings.
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Road upgrading,
bridges and

causeways

kyles, firrhe and sea bochs

Although the locafion of new buildings outwith the endsfing concentrated setiements
within kyles, firths and sea lochs will generally have a substantial impact, this may be
minimised by considering the potenSal cumulative impact of new buildings, avosding
the conflict of focd, division of spaces, or the formation of sprawl.

P
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i
Typical disparsed layout of New houses increass impact Curmutative mpact -
croftng emship - direct of buildings within pathem - development drvides space
refationahip beteesen buiding contrasting bo typical
and kand ralationship between buildings
and kand

There may be pressure for road upgrading in this landscape,
particularly those existing roads which remain single track. Although
a main road may visually and physically divide the components of this
landscape, it does not necessarily conflict with its character, as it can
relate to the linear form, existing activity and human artefacts. It may
even heightan the experience of this landscape for drivers, by
removing the foreground distraction of having to avoid approaching
traffic, allowing the distant open views to be appreciated (although
this may be a false sense of security as hazards such as loose stock
may still exist).

The impact of road construction or upgrading will depend on the
routing and design of the road, and possible knock-on effects such as
the additional provision of lay-bys or signs.

f?\ *""”%

View concentrabed on noad and Wisw dinecled at destant
loreground detais landecape sumoundings
Guddance

The impact of read upgrading will relate to the route, detailed design, and the method
of construction. This may be lmited by minimising the amourt of ground works,
verge construction and associated structures such as bamiers and signs - all of which
confrast to the character of their surmoundings. it may also be limted where roads
reiate to the ke of the land and utilize the most stable areas of ground (minimising the
need for cuttings and embanioments).

It is important to consider the potential knock-on effects of any road upgrading, as
this may result in an increase of traffic speed and numbers, especially targe lomies,
This can reduce the appreciation of this landscape, for example the sound of yehicles
conflicting to the experience of tranquility along & shoreline in calm weather, and
even echoing across the water surface. | is important that the location of a main
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kyles, firths and sea Jochs

road should not be used as the sole ratonale for further development: this should
only occur if the character of a development is appropriate to & particular place in its
owy right.

Foad relates o overall linear space and local b fead appears a8 domirant element in
characier of landform. hinimal design. the landscaps.

Traditionally, roads have tended to pass along the shores of this
character type, crossing at the most convenient bridging point.
However, many of the old bridges which served these routes are
narrow and old, resulting in demand for their upgrading or
replacement. Unfortunately, the typical character of new, wide,
standard bridges tends to merge with the road either side, rather than
highlighting the nature of the waters over which they cross, and how
this relates to the surmrounding landscape.

To pass across the mouth of a kyle, firth
or sea loch regquires a very long jourmney
around the coast, or a slow irregular
crossing if a ferry does operate. This may
result in pressure for the construction of a
causeway or bridge in these locations.
The impact of these is substantial as they
will divide the character type, isolating the
inlet from the open sea. This kind of re-routing also has considerable
knock-on effects, by diverting traffic from the traditional bridging
settlements and affecting the experience of travelling around the
coast.

Guidance

A new bridge will tend to appear most approprigte where & is designed o highlight
the presence of the water over which it is passing, rather than appearing as an
extension to the road. Amhough the impact of a bridge can be minimised by
designing it in the style of radifional structures, the need for a new bridge can offer
an exciting opportunity to construct a contemporary feature which adds another
dimension to the historic character of the landscape, appearing as an additional
landmark which portrays a positve image of development. The design of such a
structure will tend to appear most appropriate where It possesses a simple form
which does not conflict with the diversity of land use elements within this landscape,
of the complex composition of marine characteristics associated with the sea. The
impact of the bridge will alse depend on its scale and mass in relation fo the
surrounding enclosed landscape, tending to be most appropriate where it appears
inferior in size and of a light construction, possessing a sculptural image.

Tradibonal small bridge




Land management
and agriculture

kyies, firths and sea lochs

Causaways tend to have a substantial impact in this landscape, dividing the space
through which they pass, and contrasting with the characteristic composition of
elements. This means that it is very important to examine whether the scale and
enciosure of a particular kyle, fith or see loch can accommodate this kind of
development. It is also imperative fo consider the cumulative impact and knock-on
effects of causeways, which have the potential to be developed within every areg of
this distinet character type throughout the region,

The design and route of a causeway, as previously described for bridges, will tend
to appear most appropriate where it highlights the presence of the water crossing
and appears simpie in design.

The management of crofts, small farms and hill areas within this
character type has changed over recent years, and Is now dominated
by sheep grazing within the inby and common grazings. This has
been prompted by the availability of grants through the Common
Agricultural Pelicy (CAP). Unfortunately, the high numbers of sheep,
together with deer on the hills, have imposed pressure on the
vegetation and ground conditions within some areas, sometimes
exacerbated by muirburn; this has led to disturbance such as
peatland erosion, the spread of weed species, and a general reduction
of biodiversity.

Land management and agricultural practices are likely to continue to
be influenced by the provision of subsidies and grants through the
CAP, and programmes such as the Crofting Counties Agricultural
Grants and the Scottish Countryside Premium Scheme. It is not clear
how the different aims of these will fit together in the future, and what
will be the overall impact on the landscape; however, it is expacted
that they will encourage a greater sustainability of practices.

Land use and agricultural practice may also be influenced by the
potential for mere crofting townships to become owned and managed
by community trusts; this often encourages a greater intensity of
management, land diversification and entrepreneurial development.

There may be demands for additional fencing within some areas of
this character type in order to restrict grazing. The introduction of a
fence will create a line and barrier which has the potential to contrast
to the linear space and the characteristic organisation of elements
within this landscape.

Gruidance

Although # is uncertain how the provision of granis and subsidies will affect
agriculture and land management within this character type n the future, the
promaotion of more sustainable practices will probably result in improved husbandny;
thizs will principally involve a reduction of sheep and deer numbers, the increased
control of muirbum and bracken, and the improved maintenance of field boundaries
and drainage channels. It may also encourage a greater diversity of agricultural
land use, for example cropping and small scale woodland planting. | is important
that these relate to the specific characteristics within a landscape, recognising bath
its assets and limitations in order to be sustainable and appesr appropriate to the
place,
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Woodland

kyles, firths and sea Iochs

It is preferable to avoid the construction of additional fencing within this landscape
wherever possible. However, where fences are absolutely necessary, their impact
may ba minimised if they direcly ralate to the linear space and organisation of
elements within this landscape, and are kept back from the shorefine, and inciude
encugh gates to allow free pedestian movement The creation of any new
enclosure should be planned in combination with a reduction of stock numbers, in

order to ensure that it does not divert and concentrate grazing pressure in the
surounding arsa.

The existing broadleaf woodland within this landscape tends to be
mature in age and under pressure from sheep and deer grazing. In the
absence of sufficient management, many of these woodlands are in
decline, their typical single age structure containing little
regeneration.

Proposals coming forward for new woodland, mainly broadleaf, or
mixed broadleaf and coniferous, will generally reinforce the existing
resource, The character of these are likely to be heavily influenced by

the availability of grants, particularly through the Woodland Grant
Scheme (WGS).

The existing coniferous plantations within this landscape will probably
undergo restructuring, for example involving practices such as
clearance, replanting and expansion of stands. These works tend to
have a significant landscape impact, although only short lived, as
plantations on slopes tend to be highly visible when looking to and
across the kyles, firths and sea lochs, and they also strongly affect the
sense of enclosure within the character type. Forestry works, like any
activity, will affect the experience of this landscape, particularly by
creating background noise which often echoes through this
landscape on account of its enclosure and the presence of a central
water body; however, if sensitively carried out, this activity can be
seen to be positive in relation to the long tradition of land use and
inhabitation in this character type.

Guidance

Maost of the existing broadleal woodland within this character type is in need of
aclive management, as it fends to be over-mature or affected by sheep or deer
damage, increasing its susceptibility to fungal attack or disease.  Although ideally
sheep and deer numbers would be reduced fo a level at which they do not
adversely affect the woodland, in the shorl term this will probably need to be
achieved with the aid of fencing.

Despite the enclosure of a woodland creating somewhat ‘false’ conditions, the
visual impact of this may be minimised by locating fences to relate to the existing
land use pattem and local landform characterstices within the character type, or by
utilising natural barmmiers such as the shoreline or rocky crags.

it is important to consider the most appropriate location and scale of any new

woodiand 28 8 whole, in order for & to relate fo the cherectersiic balance and
anclosura in this landscape.

135



Visftor facilities

keyles, firths and sea lochs
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¥oodiand fits it exdeting Woadland and acoess track VWoodiand appears imational
Eandf s patbemn, akhough canirazts io kand use pafiem and unbalanced upen tap af
divides space. and linear space kil = hard edge

New woodland will seem 1o fit best where it ufilises sites which outwardly appear
appropriate for this land use, for example where it inks to exdsting mature woodtand.
Continuous management of any woodland is slwaye advizable, and thinning can
prevent the formation of a dense, hard edged, single age structure stand. Care must
be taken, however, if dearings are deliberately created, a= these will only appear
rational if they directly relate to the specific occurrence of unfavowable ground
conditions, rather than occurring haphazardly.

Wioodiand appears io relate io fhe mest Ratisnale for woedland ehaps snd variation of
favourabie growing conditions -Ulilising shefter density i unclesr

and thicker sails, whilst avoiding crags and

wetlancds

As forestry works tend to be highly visible upon the slopes of this landscape, the
visual impact of restructuring coniferous plantations may be minimised by limiting sail
disturbance, the construction of hard surfaces for access or storage, and where tree
debris is broken up into small parts and equally dspersed over a site. If clearance
occurs in phases, it ks important to consider how the remaining woodiand will relate to
the landscape, particularty in terms of its extent, shape and edges, and the potential
for wind throw.,

In recent years there has been demand for visitor services within this
landscape, most often located along the shores of the kyles, firths and
sea lochs. In some locations, this diverts attention from the traditional
service points and focl, usually concentrated at the bridging or ferry
crossing peoints. The provision of similar services in different
locations can have a substantial impact, as they may compete to the
advantage of neither, and yet cumulatively appear as a very dominant
landscape characteristic.

The slopes of the kyles, firths and sea lochs tend to physically limit the
development of structures. This means that where visitor facilities are
built, they tend fo invelve substantial construction works which may
change the landscape character. Where facilities are located at close
proximity to the main roads, the experience of these will be affected by
the character of the route, including its activity and noise.

136



Sea lochs -
aguaculmre and

kyles, fierhs snd ses lochs

Gundance

The overall provision of visilor facBtes should be planned fo awoid excessive
pressure, compefition or replication of services, whilst alzo ensuring that some areas
rermain essentially unaffected and retain ther infrinsic character. The potential knock-
on effects of this kind of development should be considered, ensuring that the
resources exst for these to be adequately maintained, and preventing clutter of
ulilitarian elements,

Visitor faciities should be designed and located in direct relation to their specific
fumection and location (so that standard ‘catalogue’ faciliies tend fo appear
inapproprate). The lecafion of these facllities should relate to the fraditional location
of services within the setiements of this landscape, although pathways linking to the
kyle, firth and sea loch shorelines will be very popular. Service faciliies for visitors,
such a= car parke and pubic conveniences, should be planned and designed as
sensitively as possible to aveid these uliitarian elemeants dominating the expenence
of this distinet landscape.

The potential development or expansion of aquaculture and coastal
quarries may be of particular concern within the sea lochs of this
character type. These developments may conflict with the distinct
linear space, and affect the sense of remoteness which exists within
the northern areas of this character type.

ruddance

It is particularly important to carefully plan the location of any new development within
sed lochs, as there are few within Cafthness and Sutherand. The impact of new
development will chviously depend on its location and design, pariiculardy #s scale in
relation to the sense of enclosure within the sea loch, K can infroduce additonal
imterest by conveying a positive image of activity and prosperity; however, it may also
seam to disturb the typical experience of this landscape, particularly during calm
weather conditions, when the atmosphere is siill and tramguil.

Athough aquaculture development upon the sea is temporal, it tends to create
dominant foci within the open water space. The impact of shore based development
may also be quite substantial, often introducing a clutter of features near to the share.

The impact of guamying will significantly depend upon its scale and the natwe of

operations. OF particular concermn may be the generation of noise and dust and the
requiremnts for access routes,
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Straths act as channels which pass through surrounding landscape character
types. The dominance of their characterstics may subtly vary along their
Jength; however, they are invarably linked by their enclosure and the disting
compaosition of a strath floor with contrasting siopes.

The sirath creates a linear space. iz floor, typically open and containing
either a river or loch, forms the central visual focus, with dominant views
passing along and between opposite slopes of the strath. Where slightly
curved, visibility along the sirath is restricied; this resulis in a8 sense of surprise
when travelling through the area.

liritexd visibility

The degree of spatial enclosure within & strath depends on the height and
steepness of is slopes in relation to the width of the strath floor. It is also
based upon the character of the ground surface, for exampie a loch creates &
maore open and exposed space than fieblds, houses and woodland, which form &
rough texture and sub-divide the central space. The degree of enclosure within
a strath affects its experiential qualities, such as the degree of sound echoing
and the impact of aspact in forming shadows and 'sun traps’.

Straths which create a channel, open at each end, seem less enclosed than
those which form inlets.

Water is often a key characteristic within the strath; in addition to a central loch
or river, there are often areas of wetland within the strath fioor, or numerous,
fairly evenly spaced, tributaries running down the strath slopes.

Siraths tend to accommodate varows land uvses. YWhere this differs between

the sirath floor and the slopes, or where woodland exists on one or the other,
the sense of strath enclosure is emphasized.
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subtypes

serath

The pattern of land use tends to relate to the distinct linear space of the strath,
with the occcasional bridge, church, or large house creating a minor focus.

entre smath

The strath often has a distinct micro-climate from that of is surroundings.
This depends on its orientation and the weather, sometimes winds are

‘channefled down the strath, whilst at other times its slopes provide sheller.

Aspect also has an impact, especially in the north and within straths running
broadly east-west, where north facing slopes receive considerably less sunkight
than their south facing counterparts.

Many siraths possess a historic character, inherited from a tradition of
seftiement, with features such as ancient brochs, patches of mature woodland
and old walled enclosures. Some areas possess features which indicate a far
greater intensity of land management and density of settlement in the pas,
containing, for example, neglected land drains and abandoned croft buildings.
An indication of past 'clearances’ can portray a negative image to some,
associated with the conflicts of land ownership and tenure.

Mosi access rowfes within the interior of Caihness
and Sutherand pass through straths,  These
traditional routes link up seftlements and rural eslales;
however, they tend to offer a restricted view of their
surroundings due to screening by the sitrath slopes.
Power lines often run parallel to the roads; these tend -
to accentuate the linear form of the strath bul may Minar road and

appear to intimidate the strath floor where they are powerlines run akong the

Jocated on high ground or cross the central space. strah, ephasisna s

Settlements tend to be concentrated at bridging points, at the confluence of
river courses, or at the mouth of straths. In these locations, they form a focus
within the linear sirath space, often possessing a strong sense of amival.

Many areas of strath contain ribbons of broadleal woodland along the shores
of the rvers or lochs, and sometimes reaching up the strath slopes and
tributaries. Certain areas alsc contain coniferous plantations, usually upon
the strath slopes; the character of these woodlands are greatly influenced by
their species, age. density, line of fences and access tracks.

Open strath

This strath subtype possesses a weak definition of
enclosure; this tends to be solely apparent by the
difference of slope (often shown by shadow) and
certain areas of woodland. Many of these straths
are uninhabited, aithough they often show evidence
of previous settlement and a greater intensity of
past land use,
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strath

Linear farming’ crofting

Within this subtype, there tends to be an equal
spacing of houses, creating a distinct repefitious
pattemn in direct relation to the linear strath space.
The houses are most commonly located on, or at
the base of, the strath slopes, finked together by an
access road, and with a formal field pattemn running
down to, and across, the glen floor. Within certain
straths, some of the houses are now abandoned, the
remaining farms or crofts tending to be more
visually domimani, as they have expanded 1o
incorporate surrounding land.

Estate settlement

Mithin this subtype, the strath floor tends fo
accommodate the mosi aclive land use, which is
typically improved grazing for sheep or cattle.
However, even in these areas, the sirath often
containg the mehcs of more miense former
management, for example neglected stone walls
and land drains.

The strath slopes tend to be extensively grazed by sheep and deer, highlighted
in contrast to the strath floor by the difference of vegetation character,
especially its colour and texture,

The estate house creates a dominant focal point. It is generally very large, with
a cluster of surrounding sarvice buildings of a similar architectural style; these
are imposing structures, typically lymg adjacent to mature trees or woodland.

Straths tend to rum through areas of moodand
slopes and hills or cnocan, these providing open
space sumounding the strath. The steepness and
angle of the strath slopes often mean, however, that
these areas are not visible from within the strath
floor.
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Agricultural Iand

strath

I{“' I __a : x I__ B

The key considerations of change within this landscape character type
concern its distinet linear space, enclosure, land use pattern and
historic character.

Existing compesition Mew elements corirast to distinet inear
space, ihe openness of the strath foeor
and the traditiona location of siructures

Gaidance

The introduction of new elements within this landscape will appear less disruptive
where they directly relate to fhe distinct Enear space and the tradiional location of
elements.

Addition 1o custer Reepetinon of element

It is important to consider the subtle variation of dominant characteristics within
different areas of strath, as the inreduction of unifying elements can reduce the
distinct sense of place and surprise as one travels through areas. New elements wil
tend to appesr most appropriate where they appear fo fit o the landscape
composition without, for example, filing the central open space of cutting into the

Most areas of strath have undergone agricultural change over the
years; management has generally become less intensive, with a
current predominance of sheep grazing within the strath floors and
lower slopes, and with deer on the higher ground. In certain areas,
this practice has resulted in heavy grazing pressure and the neglect of
structures such as field boundaries and drainage channels, and the
expansion of weed species. Many croft and farm houses have been
abandoned, and their land incorporated into neighbouring properties.
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New soruciures

As agricultural practice is heavily influenced by subsidies available
through the Commen Agricultural Policy (CAP), the imminent change
of this system is likely to have a great impact on how land is managed
within straths in the future. This will also be influenced by the
Scottish Countryside Premium Scheme (SCPS) which is aimed at
promoting a greater sustainability of agricultural production and
management.

Guidance

Although, as yet, it is uncertain how CAP reform and the introduction of the SCPS
will affect agricuttural practice within strath areas, a more sustainable approach
would probably involve reducing sheep numbers, removing stock from sensifive
areas and at pariicular imes of the year, and an increase of cropping, boundary and

‘drainage channel maintenance, and bracken and muirbum condrol.

It is important that the specific characteristics and opportunities of a locality influence
agricultural change and management (policies which reprasent best practica in other
areas, particularly in southemn regions, may not address the key landscape [ssues
within the siraths). Factore such s landform, drainage, chmate, sol and social
characterisics have contributed to the existing pattem within this landscape; by
relating future policies directly to characteristics such as these, this composition wil
be reinforced.

Exisling extensive grazmng Wanous End use in drec
relation to sie conddions

Demands exist for additional residential and agricultural buildings
within some strath areas. At the moment, this is mostly satisfied by
the construction of new buildings, related to the availability of grants
for such works; there is generally no comparable funding for
converting old structures, Many bulldings constructed in recent years
do not relate to the traditional style or location of existing structures,
thereby attracting attention as focal elements, and disrupting the
integrated visual composition of the strath.

Most roads within the Caithness and Sutherland straths remain single
track - these often run parallel, and along opposite slopes. With an
increase of traffic and the size of commercial vehiclas, there is
pressure for some of these roads to be upgraded to double track, and
to be linked across the strath floor.

Some current methods of road works, especially drainage ditch
construction and maintenance, create a large amount of ground
disturbance. It takes vegetation and soll a long time to recover from
this, sometimes resulting in knock-on effects such as erosion,
changes in surrounding water levels and the expansion of weed
species.
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Woodland

Ruined building not uliised
Existing road wirds ‘%ﬁ # il —~ hew buildings are cflen largar
throwgh woodand - J ) w {han the raditional bype, wiha
fimited visaifty requirerment far 8 wide level site
indance

The conversion of existing abandoned buildings, for curent use, will tend to appear
more posithve than meraly leaving old structures to be replaced by new buidings.

The construction of new bulldings will appear most appropriate where they relate 1o
the surrounding landsocape character, particularly to fhat of existing buildingz in both
{ocation and design. The introducion of new buildings will generally appear most
suitable where they extend or reinforce the existing pattern of structures, whether this
i% spaced and'or repetitive, or as a cluster.

Current enginearing methods allow structures to be buill upon strath slopes and the
strath floor, rather than being Emited (o the traditional location &t the foot of slopes o
upon ledges. However, it is very difficult to place new buildings, roads or bridges
within the strath fioor without these seeming to conflict with the openness of this
space, s Enear visual moverment, and exdsting strucheres. New elements will ssem
most appropriate where they are of a scale and design which does not appear to
dommate the exstng strath composition, or confict with s typically remete and rural
character, Their impact can also be minimised by avoiding excessive works and
ground disturbance.

The majority of existing broadleaf woodland within strath areas is
under pressure from deer and sheep grazing. This means that most
stands are of a similar age structure, with few seedlings or young
trees. Although some new broadleaf and mixed broadieaf and
coniferous planting is taking place, a requirement for fencing and
vehicular access can impose a formal character which distinctly
contrasts to that of the existing mature woodland. The character of
new woodland can also appear confrived where it comprises a diverse
mix of tree species planted irrespective of the specific conditions of
the place, its age, or the typical succession of native specias

Some areas of strath contain coniferous plantations, particularly on
their slopes. Many of these trees will undergo restructuring in the
future; this will normally ocecur in phases, although operations may be
complicated by the steepness of strath slopes in certain places.
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Guddance

Land management should aim to reduce the heavy grazing pressure which exists
within many straths, enabling woodiand growth and regeneration. The need for
prectices such s thinning, scarifying and fencing should also be considered, to
encourage the development of a diverse woodiand age and species structure.

Although free regeneration, rather than planting, & generally most successful in
forming a woodland which appears to integrate with the landscape, planting can
quickly increase the woodiand resource. If this is to be designed, particular attention
should be pald to how it relates to the Bnear space within a strath, the character of
the slopes, and the characteristic differences between these and the strath floor,
especially in terms of visual balance and enclosure.

Bk A

Redustion of sheap and dear Wandiard within fersed
riumbers encoUrages ares mantains ieose’ sdge
woadlend regenaration within bry being regutarty thinned.
T Mt favourable areas,

If fencing is required, it is imperative that woedland management prevents the
development of a dense stand with a hard edge; this can disrupt the existing balance
and integration of a sirath. The design of any encloswe should also relate 1o the
linear form of the strath space,

It is important to consider the impact of new fencing and woodland on the visibility
within & sirath. These may limit and direct views in certain drections so that it s
difficult to appreciate the entire compasition of the strath in a balanced fashion,

The species composiion of any woodland planting should directly relate to the
particular conditions of a place. This will generally result in 2 majority of free species
such a5 birch upon strath slopes, and alder and willow along water courses (possibly
mitted with exotics in commercial plantabons).

The landscape impact of clearing coniferous plantatons will appear less where
disturbance to the soi, ground vegetabion and drainage is kept to a minimum. if
clearance ocours in phases, it & important to consider how the remaining woodland
stand will relate to the landscape, particularly in terms of fts area, shape, edges
{especially conceming wind throw and the creation of hard visual Enes) and its
batance within the strath compaosifion.
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Hivers and fochs

stzath

Landowners often modify river channels and lochs in an attempt to
increase fish numbers; this usually involves the creation of pools, and
the removal of river deposits and obstructions. However, there is an
increasing awareness of the importance of managing the wider river
catchment area, including the banks and any existing riparian
woodland, in order to maximise fizh stocks.

Sheep and deer often concentrate along river and loch sides, whare
the ground is better drained, and the banks offer shelter and an edge
to rub against. This can cause erosion, both directly and indirectly, by
creating short vegetation which encourages water run off rather than
infiltration. In the short term, this damage may be reduced by fencing
river and loch areas, and this may also encourage woodland growth

.and reganaration.

Reduction of grazing
Pressure will encourage
woadiand

Figeneration,
especially within the shekar
sirath character, of WaleToourses,

There are a number of existing small river and loch dams, mainly for
the purpose of fish management. These can subdivide areas within
straths, obstructing the continuous character of the river and loch
system. As a distinctly human made feature, dams may appear to
contrast to the remote character within some straths.

Guidance
ki important to consider the polentizl 'knock on' effects of any rver or loch
modification, as it is pant of an extensive system which usually extends outwith the
sirath area.

if heavy grazing pressure exsts, it is generally preferable to reduce sheep and deer
numbers within an entire river catchment area, rather that merely fencing off centain
parts, as this will create a 'false’ division which alss Bmits pedestrian access. If
fencing is to take place, however, care should be taken to ensure that any woodland
iz adeguately managed to avoid the development of a hard visual edge and dense
COMpOStion.
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strath

Riparian woodkard will appear most appropriate where it relates to parcular fver or
loch side condifions, reflecting the various dominance of characteristics which occur
along & strath. This approach will also lead to a diversity of habitat,
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This landascape character type runs along sections of the eastern coastal edge
of Caithness and Suthedand. K comprises a namow cormidor of level fand,
tightly squeezed between inland hills on one side, and the open sea on the
other, this broad composition overiays a complexity of land use characteristics.

This landscape consists of a distinct linear
space, semi-enclosed with seaward views on
one side and & screen of inland hills on the
other. K comprises an elevafed platform
created by & coastal plain of Mesozoic
sedimentary rocks which is separated from the
nelghbouring hills by a marked fault line. This
platform also extends into a number of raised
beaches which formed as a result of land
rebounding from the weight of glaciers
following the lca Age.

The beach diffs or dunes which run along
some stretches of the coast, tend to limit direct
visibility and experience of the coastline from
inland areas, particularly when the sea is ‘up’
during high tide.

This landscape is strongly influenced by the section showing fimited
character of open skies and the distinctive ﬁw.ﬂm "
coastal Hght.

The pattern of land use largely relates to the linear space of this landscape.
The dominant elements which form this pattemn tend to be service routes (a
main road, powerlines and railway) and a linear arrangement of crofts; these
run paraliel to the coastl, inlermittently crossed by glens and the occasional
focus formed by a town. A6 a mone detalled level this pattemn is influenced by
the crossing of field boundares and minor access roads, and focal points
created by large farm houses, casiles, forls, churches, cemeteries and
lighthouses.

Some of the glens which infersect this landscape are very namow and steep,
and these tend to carve very deep crevices through to the sea, and are often
lined with woodland. Others are broader and sometimes open out to form a
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coastal abelf

wide fan-shaped plain, representing the past location of a della.  The
intersection of these glens tends to be faidy evenly spaced along the length of
the coastal shelf, emphasised by the location of small towns within them; this
creates a rhythm as one travels through the landscape. The towns tend to
concentrate around a bridging point or harbour, with sparser crofting areas
surrounding them,

piar

Between the intersection of glens and towns, the coastal shelf tends to be
largely utilised for agriculture, the most intensive of farming typically occurring
upon the shelf floor, due to favourable drainage and soils. These areas also
tend to be occupied by a number of historic structures ranging from churches,
castles, and mills to cemeteries and stone walls, which convey a strong sense
of historic influence; this is linked to the ancient tradition for settlement in
these areas, utilising both the favourable ground conditions and a defensive
position near to the sea. A lnear arrangement of crofts tend to line the
footslopes of this landscape, with the outby extending up the intand hills; these
crofis are now often infilled by newer residential properties.

As this landscape encompasses both land and sea environments, is
experience is dominated by the character of both, and the balance
between these, This varies within different parts of the landscape. To one
edge, the coastline is dominated by the characier of the s=a, such as the
distant views to the horizon, the sense of immense openness and exposura, the
sound of sea birds, the smell of seaweed, and the taste of salt n the air.
However, these areas are also influenced by the visual containment provided .
by views to the skyline of the inner hills, On the other side, the experience of
the inland border of the character type is dominated by it being on the edge of
hilis, with open and elevated views passing into the interior of Calthness and
Sutherand. Here, there tends to be a sense of retreat as the hills are rarefy
visited; however this experience is also strongly influenced by views towards
and across the inhabited coastal shelf and out 0 sea, the landscape pattem
appeanng maost clear from this elevated side,

\

Domnarce of foregrund hﬁ%

charactenstios. of hils, but
also important views to cost Dominance of foreground marine charasterislics; Rowever
ard beyond aware of visual backdrap and eontainment of namd Bndform.

Aleng its length, this landscape borders the sea on one side and, typically,
moorfand slopes and hills along the other. Al intersections and its ends, it
tends to be crossed by areas of small farms and crofis (many of these
containing new houses or local facilities) or a town, sometimes linked to the
route of & strath,
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coastal shelf

+
::_':.c
i
it
i

The character and location of this landscape is very distinct, running
along a particular stretch of the Caithness and Sutherland coastline.
This means that any change tends to be very noticeable, and may have
extensive cumulative impact, particularly in relation to the rhythm of
the landscape pattern. This is especially obvious to people as they
travel through the landscape from one area of the character type to
another.

New elements have the potential to dominate the semi-enclosed
character of this landscape, particularly if large or located on the hill
slopes, so that they may appear to intimidate the space below. They
may also conflict with the distinct linear space and pattern.

L. _~a_

Large element dominates landecaps, &5 Large sbement dominates anclosed space and
eomibined height with that visible of the slope tmmdr
exceeding the width of the shell

Although it is possible for new elements to be integrated into the
distinct pattern of this landscape, it is more difficult to relate the
design, location and function of these to the distinct hierarchy of
elements which exist within the pattern. To introduce a new element
can increase visual confusion, whilst increasing the prevalence of any
existing element can upset the balance between the different levels of
organisation.

mmﬂmm
within the angansabon

it Iz important to plan the overall location of any new elements within this landscape,
particularty in order to take into account their cumulative impact and how they relate
to the characterisfic pattern and rhythm of different characteristics. The impact of
any change should be assessed from all directions and perspectives within the
coastal shelf: the inland edge, the seaward edge, the travellers viewpoint ete.
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coasral shelf

The location of any new elements should relate to the distinct linear space and
pattern within this landscape. They can either be directly incorporated into this
pattern, or altematively, be added as a complementing feature; whatever the
amangement, the impact will be reduced where it avoids visual conflict of elements or
an upset in the balance of the existng composition.

- Mew development conflicts with linear space Saparation and inear armangement of slemenls
and contrasts io exieting pattern, rmsuling in minimises visual confuson, akhough crginal
visugl comfusion batance of composition & akered

The introduction of new elements into this landscape will affect the
sense of history, by adding an extra dimension. New built
developments can also conflict with existing historic features, many of
which act as landmarks, although this will depend on the image which
the new elements portray and their specific location and cumulative
impact in relation to the existing artefacts.

Forces for change may affect the experience of this landscape, where
they influence the appreciation of both the land and marine
characteristics, and most importantly, the balance between these; for
example by screening er highlighting one area over the other.

Guidance

The infroduction of a new element into this landscape may strengthen its sense of
history. However, this tends to only be seen as a posiive addition if, like the old
artefacts, its design and function relates to a specific place and point in me. A new
element will tend to appear most appropriate where it is slightly separated from the
historic structures (unless directly related to their function), complementing them as a
distinct element, rather than confusing their image or form,

Historic landmark ey mleomeent CoRrEsls in fanm Beparation of elements results
iin clarity of farm

B is important to consider how any change, both individually and cumulatively, wil
affect the expesience of this landscape, espedally in relation to the typical balance of
land and sea characterstics, and how these link together. For example, structures
and planting can screen views to the sea from the foothills, thereby isolating this area
a5 an enclosed inland comidor; altematively, an increase of traffic along @ main road
may prevent an appreciation of the distinct shoreline characler, distracting attention
by its activity, and masking the sound of breaking waves or the call of birds.
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comtal shelf

Acthity and notee

There may be demand for road development within this landscape
character type, particulariy the re-routing and construction of new
bridges in areas where the main road bends inwards to cross over
watercourses, or travels through existing settiements. Although these
_works may be advisable on the grounds of safety and to allow long
vehicles easier access, they will have an impact on the experience of
this landscape. This will mainly be by disrupting the distinet rhythm
of elements as one travels through the landscape, dividing the linear
area and increasing the dominance of the road within the semi-
enclosed space; this will depend on the design and route of the road,
and its level of activity.

There has been an increase in the amount
of services associated with the main road
which passes through this landscape.
The provision of facilities such as
roadside shops, garages, lay-bys and
visitor centres often diverts attention from
the traditional seftlement centras. It can also have a cumulative effect
by appearing as ribbon development, increasing the impact of the
road within this character type and screening views of the
sumounding lﬂl‘l&ﬂ-ﬂip&.

Guidance

It i= generaily preferable to upgrade exsting roads rather then re-routing them,
however where this is absolutely necessary, the impact may be Emited by directy
relating & route and design of the road to the character of the varous areas through
which i passes, highlighting the differences which contribute 1o the distinctive rhythm
of elemenis through this character type, As road upgrading or re-srouting fends to
oCour in phases, it will be important to plan this development as 2 whole in advance.

The planning of roads should enswre that & main road does nol gradually attract 2
clutter of service facilithes, as these will extend the impact of the road and may result
in it forming an isolated comidor rather than integrating with its sumoundings.

[Bend in road marks poinl at
which glen intersacts
Endscape
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New housing

coastl shelf

There has been a gradual increase in the amount of new building
within this landscape in recent years. This has tended fo concentrate
around the edge of existing settlements and as infill and expansion of
the crofting townships. Although the impact of new buildings will
obviously depend on their function, location and design, they may
appear o conflict with the traditional character of structures in this
landscape, particularly the historic buildings.

The spread of new housing around existing settlernents can appear to
dilute the concentrated form of these, and lessen the direct
relationship between them and the intersecting glens. [t may also
divert attention away from the centres of the towns, concentrated
around the bridging peint and harbour, by making their presence less
obvious.

Tradtional concentraled form of ssttlement increased mesidential deveinnmeant creates
linked ko mbersacting glen, brdging point and sprawl 50 edge of settement is indietinet
Frarbour - crofling oh surounding slopes. Caantra of towm may decline =8 & result.

The development of additional housing within the crofting townships,
which run along the foot siopes of this landscape, can create a barrier
between the inland hills and the rest of the coastal shelf, affecting the
balance between these areas, and diverting additional attention
towards the sea. An increase in housing used only as residences
(rather than farm or croft houses) can also conflict with the existing
character, where houses are directly related to their surrounding inby
land and common grazings.

Oivigginal linear spaong of crofis, with Teew housing resutts in Erear dhision. Views
occasional farm on shell - balancs of inland are deflected to the sea, disrupling balance of
and offshone vievs. compasitian

Guidance

The need for new buldings should be assessed a8 a whole, as there may be existing
buildings within an area which could be ufilsed or converted for use, rather thar
building anew. This can also improve the negative image of abandonment which
conveyed within some areas. The planning of new houses s likely to be limited b
the capacily of the existing uiiliies within this character type, and whethe
employment oppartunities exist to make a housing development sustainable.  When
new residential houses are necessary (rather than houses to wark crofts or farma)
they will tend to appear most appropriate if integrated into the exdsfing setilernent:
which imtersect this landscape character type. Where located in the open areas o
along the main roads, they can appear as sprawl, confrasting to the characterists
pattern of the landscape.
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Apricultural buildings

castal sheld

If housing development does occur within the linear crofting townships of the coastal
sheff, it is important to consider the potential impact of their servicing, including the
need for access from the main road. The planning of this kind of development
should consider the polential impact of concentraling, staggering or dispersing
properties along the coastal shelf.
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Original sparse, Conceniratan - Diispersal exdends

_linear amangement cretes focis, hhrn:.- htmym impact and Biers
contrastng Lo linear Saer &s one as traved WIS
amangermant through landscape

There has been an increase in the development of large agricultural
buildings within this landscape. This has generally been encouraged
through Crofting Counties Agricultural Grants (CCAGs), the minimum
building standard required under this scheme tending to discourage
the upgrading of existing buildings. The high rate of recent
construction works may be linked to it once being thought that CCAGs
might cease with the introduction of the Scoftish Countryside
Premium Scheme (SCPS). As this is now not to happen, the rate of
new agricultural building construction may reduce.

The impact of new agricultural buildings within this landscape tends
to be greatest where they are located in open or sloping areas,
creating a dominant focus and requiring a large, flat site which
involves substantial ground works. The use of standard kit designs
makes it difficult to relate new buildings to the specific character of
this landscape. They usually contrast in form to existing structures,
and often seem excessive in scale.

Guddance

It is generally prefersble to utlse existng agricuttural buldings, rather than
consiructing anew. However, in order for this to be more financally viable, the
grounds for awarding grants will need to be alered, changing fhe emphasis on
glandard specifications which may nol be appropriate to the character of this
landscape and the specific agricultural requirements.

Where new agricultural bulldings are planned, pariicular attention should be paid to
the siting and design of these - as structures in their own right, and in refation to
existing buldings, especially considering ther form, shape, scale, materials, yard
area and access. The impact of these new buildings can be minimised where they
are located next to exsting agricuttural cutbuildings, and upon stes which require the

inimum of ground modification,
_‘-\-L\_‘-‘\_ ._._
L=

Mew agrcutural bulldings create foci and Mew agricutiral building links ta siing
areé dominand in scale, their standard and design ol exsting buildngs
design ineppropriate o the characher of

the lndfarn
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Visftor fcdlities

coastal shelf

Most of the visitor facilities within this landscape tend to be located in
and around the settlements which intersect this character type.
However, there is demand for camp sites and B&EB accommodation
within the agricultural areas.

Camp sites tend to have a significant impact in this landscape by
creating a dominant focus and introducing a large amount of activity
and colour into the character type in summer. This typically portrays a
positive image of dynamism; however, camp sites along the coast may
impose pressure upon the habitat, particulardly causing the
disturbance of vegetation or sand by vehicular access routes and
pitch sites. They may also require addifional foul water and sewage
disposal facilities.

Guidance

The overall provision of visitor facilifies within this landscape need to be planned in
advance. This should take info account the camying capacity of this landscape, e its
ability to accommodate vistors without this affecfing the character to which people
are atiracted as visitors, and assess the cumutative impact.

Although the visual impact of a camp site may be excused because of the activity it
generates during summer monthe, which is obviously of great importance to the iocal
economy, its impact tends to be more difficull to accept out of season when facilites
can appear obtrusive. The impact of campsites may be minimised, however, where
they are planned fo utiise existing access fracks or outhuiidings, or where facilifes
are sensitively designed and located next to exsting buildings (aRthough this may be
less convenient for campers, i will reduce the impact upon the lendscape wihich
attracts them in the first place). The impact of campsites may also be limited if they
have distinct edges to prevent gradual expansion as people pitch around the far
edges of a site,

Campsite dominates andscape - substarlial Limits {0 campsite mdcated by marker posts.
impacl of faclites and ground and vegatation Impact of faciifes concentraled, laving
wrOsion remanng Endscaps unatiecied

The demand for B&Bs may encourage the adaptation of croft houses
and other dwellings within this landscape. The impact of this will
depend on the design of the conversions or extensions and the
cumulative impact throughout an area of this character type; however,
maodification of some properties within a township or settiement will
affect the consistency of houses, and therefore landscape pattern,
within an area. A move from concentrating on agriculture to tourism
will affect the management of land, typically encouraging only
extensive practices during the busy, summer visitor season.
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coastal shelf

Gruddarnce

The iesues of declining land management due to the growth of the teurst senice
industry can not be adequately addressed within the scope of this guidance.
However, strategic planning and the awarding of grants, should examine the
sumstainability of this kind of development, to ensure that it does not result in
landscape change which reduces the attractiveness of this character type to visitors.

The impact of building conversion to accommodate visitors can be minimised where
this is sensifively designed to directly relate to the character of houses within this
landscape, and does pot dominate the original structure in scale or form. The
planning of any accommaodation provision should consider the associated impact of
detrils such as signs, lighfing, fencing and decoration.

The marginal crofting areas within this landscape have undergone
significant agricultural change within recent years. Extensive sheep
grazing now tends to be the most prevalent land use within these
areas, strongly influenced by the availability of grants through the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The high numbers of sheep,
however, has imposed pressure on the wvegetation and ground
conditions within particular areas, sometimes exacerbated by the
inadequate control of muirbumn. This has led to processes such as
peatland erosion on the foothills, the spread of bracken and rushes
within the inby, and a general reduction of biodiversity.

Land management and agricultural practice are likely to continue to be
influenced by the provision of subsidies and grants through CAP, the
Crofting Counties Agricultural Grants (CCAGs) and the Scottish
Countryside Premium Scheme (SCPS). It is not quite clear how the
different aims of these will be reconciled in the future and what will be
the overall impact in the landscape; however, it is expected that they
will encourage a greater sustainability of practice.

fraddlarnee

Although it ks unclear how the provision of grants and subsidies will affect agricuiture
and land management in the future within crofting areas, the promotion of more
sustainable practce will probably invelve improved husbandny; this should principally
result in the reduction of sheep numbers, in addtion to the increased confrol of
murbum and weed species, and the improved maintenance of field boundaries and
drainage channels. i may ako encourage a greater diversity of practice, for
exampie incorporating cropping and small scale woodland. It is important for these
practices to relate o the paricular charactenstics within an area of coastal strath,
recognising both favourable and restriclive areas, to be sustainable and appear
appropriate to the place.
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Wind energy
development

e

exaszal shelf

This landscape may be favoured for windfarm development,
particularly on its higher slopes, on account of the characteristic high
wind speeds and the location of high voltage powerlines through
many areas.

The lecation of a windfarm will relate to the exposed and wind
dominated character of this landscape, and may appear as a positive
and sculptural addifion which adds a new dimension to the sense of
historic influence in this character type. However, it can also appear
to conflict with the existing balance between the inland hills, shelf and
sea within these areas, acting as an overwhelmingly dominant focus.

It is very difficult to locate numerous turbines upon the variable slopes
of the hills which run along the edge of this character type, without
their arrangement seeming confused, especially where this is
complicated by the route of powerlines and access tracks, which form
dominant lines and portray a distinctly utilitarian image.

Guidance

The impact of a windfarm will depend on its design, location and potential cumulative
effect in this landscape character type. Although it is important to directly refate a
development to its specific site, the large scale of windfarms will mean that they will
tend to sppear most appropnate where they relate to the broad composition of
characteristics which make up this landscape, parficularly the linear space and the
spatial balance betwesn the inland hills, the sheif and the sea.
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Windfarm app=ars to dominste Windfarm conflicts with Bnear ‘Windfarm refales ko linear

Iovwer space by ther vertical space ang dommates space and appears inferar in
mdengion to the hill Slopes 86 daional focus seale to ovarall compositian of
masat o

It iz important that the scale and kayout of a windfarm does not appear to dominate
this lendscape by disrupfing the balance of visual attertion between the different
areas, by seeming to inimidate the lower areas dus to its vertical dimension, or by
competing with the existing foci.
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afentian ET at detall level of
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coastal shelf

Hhmdhﬂmhmawﬂmemwhﬂlmudmmﬂumm
edge of this landscape without causing wvisual confusion, due to the Varying
relationship between the turbines and the landform. However this may be minimised
where the turbines are amanged to possess a very clear relationship with each other,
for example by being located st equal spacing, in a recognisable form, and upon the
skyline.
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- ANhough wind furbines relate to site condfions,  Simple lyout of turbines - appear @5 controlles

layout conficts with broader scale linear space. human afefact, related to near spece. Mirmal

Canfusian of varying relationship to siofne, izl sonfusion, seen a3 clear scuiptural slement
on siyline,

The planning of a windfarm should consider how these structures would relate to the
exdsting large features in this landscape, as these may indicate the relatve scale of
the trbines and contrast to their form and image, resuiting in visual confusion. This
will generally mean that it is preferable to locate a windfarm in an open area, and
where it appears logical in relation to its function, ie where would be expected to be
the windiest of sites.

Rationale faf cation of windfarm is alear - Retianahe for vindfam s unclear in relatan bo
utiising the vandiest sites function

As an atypical element within this landscape character type, a windfarm will tend to
appear most appropriate where it portrays a very positive and sculptural image in the
landscape. This will mean that the provisien of service faciiies lnked fo a
development should be avoided or kept to the minimum wherever possible, as these
will generally poriray a utiitarian image. The visual impact of faciliies such as access
tracks, sub-ctations and associated powerines will also be substantial within this
landscape, and particularly on the hill slopes, because their construction generally
invoives vegetafion and soil disturbance.

Viindfarm appears &8 sculptural slament, with Service facilities increase wisusl conlusean,

v abwious indication of scale SOrveying @ negative imags of ground
disfurbance, and leading the windfarm to partray &
utibaren image
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Although there are many harbours located along the coast of Caithness and
Sutherland, this character type applies to an area dominated by these and their
associated activity. Harbours create a focus in the landscape - where the sea
abuts the land against high harbour walls, and there is & hub of activity.

The harbour landscape character type tends to form a focus within its
surroundings, comprising an area of concentrated buildings - residential,
industrial and service related; these are arranged around harbour walls which
restrain deep waters. The size and use of harbour areas vary considerably
within this landscape character iype, ranging from small local facilities to large
ferry and shipping pors.

Harbours are mainly located where a glen intersects the coastling or at the
edge of a bay. The slopes which partly enclose them, and the woodland that
often covers these slopes, provide shetter and a favourable micro-climate
(sometimes creating ‘sun trapst, and convey a sense of retreat.

Most activity within this character type is sea based - the level of this varying
seasonally and between different times of the day. However, there also tends
o be a close integration of residences and service facilities within harbour
areas, extending the range of activity and inferest within this character type.

The busiest harbour areas tend to be dominated by their activity, creating
constant interest:- boats coming in and oul, being loaded and unlcaded, nets
being hung, lines being unravelled etc. [n the smaller harbours, the experience
of activity is greater influenced by the surrounding characteristics of the sea.

Some harbours are very quiet, having suffered from the general decline of the
fishing industry in the UK. Although these do not possess the dynamism and
positive image of more active harbours, the combination of their quietness and
relict structures, creates an interesting sense of history suggesting past activity
and imtegration with the sea.

This character type tends 1o offer a rich assortment of experential
characteristics associated with the combined effect of the sea, land and
human aclivity. This includes the noise and movement of sea birds, the smell
of zeaweed and fish, the warmih and shelter that the surmounding landform
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transitions

affords, the echo of distant noises across the water, the movement and noise of
people, the bright colour of their clothes and boats, the variable shapes of the
latter, and the different colour, pattern and texture of ropes, nets, tie rings and
boxes,

The character of all of these is influenced by season and weather conditions
and the distinctive bright and clear coastal light. Their balance, and how
they interaci, is also affected by the character of the coastal edge which
divides the land and sea environments, an appreciation of this depending on
accessibility.

There is typlcally a clear and simple visual 2
compaosition within harbours at their &
broadest scale. There is usualy a direct =
relationship between layout and function; with
structures such as houses and boats tending 1o
possess common design properties and being
linked by umifying elements such as the sea
and the backdrop of land, despite being
adomed with a complex mixture of details.

This landscape character type typically forms the terminal focus to a glen, or is
located at the edge of a bay. It tends to be either surounded by high ground
such as provided by moorland slopes and hills, cnocan, coastal shelf and
high cliffs and bays, or it forms a distinct area within, or adjacent to, a town.

The focal quality of the harbour, and the typical protrusion of its walls or jetty
out to sea, tends to result in these areas being highly visible from both
surmounding landscape character types and the sea.
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Grenreral

Key forces for change affecting this character type tend to directly
relate to the current pressures on the fishing industry, and the greater
emphasis on large scale harbour development linked to storage and
shipping, service industries, ferry transportation, and the landing and
processing of hydrocarbons.

The decline of some harbours in Caithness and Sutherland may also
result in demands for their change of use, especially to allow
residential development. This potential may prevent dereliction and

finance the improvement of harbour spaces. However, the planning

and design of any residential development needs to ensure that this
does not result in a harbour losing its intrinsic quality:- integration of
use, the activity of people and sea craft, and access to the sea edge.

As harbours often contain a small focal area, they will be influenced by
change within surrounding landscape character fypes, especially
access to these areas. Development of particular elements within
harbours will potentially disrupt the typical balance and integration of
its residential, service and industrial facilities.

A

There has been a prevailing trend towards concentrating activity,
development and servicing within a few harbour areas of Caithness
and Sutherland, generally at the expense of smaller and more local
facilities. This has frequently resulted from the existence of a
particular favourable factor, such as the provision of a main access
road, the presence of under-utilised local services, or a proactive
company which has striven for expansion. It is also often targeted
towards harbours which have adjacent open sites and therefore
potential for large scale development, as they are able to meet the
space requirements for operating large, modem machinery.

Guidance

Although & is important to explore the diversification of harbour areas in the light of a
genenally declining fishing industry, the long term implications and knock-on effects of
this should be considered, especially as change in response to short term market
condiions may not be sustainable. In contrast to primary industries such 2= fishing or
quarying, senice industries tend to be universal in character, not reflecting the
landscape characterstics of their specific locabon.  Harbour development will also
affect other acliviies in an area; for example the construction of large, standard
faciities may result in a reduced appreciation of the specific guality of a local
landscape, discouraging visitors to these places and affecting the towist indusiry,
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Harbour space

harbeur

The planning of any new developments should consider how this will affect the
characterisfic integrafion of different facilities within this tandscape. The promotion of
small scale and local development may be aided by developing a variety of different
harbour facilities which combine storage, processing and retailing - building upon the
typical mixture of land use and activity within this character Type.

harbow functions within conceniraied improve ranspertation industny,

ama often aftracts. visiors however may result n loss of fourism
Afthough the concentration of funding and resources within particular harbors may
make these more competitive on the national and intemational markets, the planning
of this kind of development should take into sccount how this will affect the smaller
harbours and the overall character of Caithness and Sutherfand. AfRhough cbviously
limited by the capacity of any one particular trade, it may be preferable to promote &
hierarchy of harbour faciites within the region, encouraging these to develop a
distinet niche, rather than competing with each otfer.

Hemrarchy of facifities. Ore harbour retains traditicnal character and encourages vistors -
ooncentration of mixed acthvily, accessible {o pedestrians, relention of mncate scale and sheler,
Oither harbour domindied by new Erge buildings - change of characher in refation o funchon

The creation of large spacious harbour areas, especially where this
involves expansion into the sea, will have a substantial impact on the
character of this landscape. This mainly results from a reduction in
the enclosure and sheltered character of the harbour and the direct
relationship to the surrounding landform.

(ruidance

The developmeant of harbour areas will tend to appear most appropriate where their
layout clearty reflects an hierarchy of use, avoiding the creation of large undefined
expanses of open yard space, and altematively creating & series of different sized
epaces as required by vanous users. The design of these will generally result in
greater integration where areas for different users are clearly defined, for example
highlighting where pedestrians should move in contrast to through traffic.

Series of spaces with indication of different
areas of use



Harboor bulldings

Harbour activity

Visitor provision

The character of harbours vary, possessing subtle differences which
create a specific sense of place. This can be jeopardised by
standardised buildings, the use of large and standard kit structures
generally conflicting with the traditional buildings in this landscape,
and tending to dominate the scale of the harbour space.

Guidance

The location of new harbour bulldings will tend to appear most rational where their
design indicates their specific function, in direct relation to the landscape character
and a parficular place. Mew buildings will also tend to appear most appropriate

where they relate to the tradtional characteristics of harbour buildings, for example
being similar in form, orentation or matenals.

e end
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Sxanderd karge Wt buildings contrast i Mew buildimgs relate to tradiional
tradfional structhures and ofien seem imaticnal siructunes, despie new demands which
i do mot indicabe, or relabe 1o, Speciic resuit in different detaile

funclion

New development or abandonment will greatly affect the experience of
this character type, as this is closely related to activity within the
harbour. The experience will also be affected by any elements which
screen, highlight or distract attention, affecting the appreciation of the
balance between the different components of this landscape.

Although, an increase in activity from new development within this
landscape will tend to appear very positive, this can often be difficult
to appreciate at close proximity, as large harbour areas are generally
less congenial to visitors on foot than the smaller local harbours.
Pedestrian onlookers are also not usually encouraged within the larger
harbours due to the possible safety risks associated with the working
of large machinery.

Guidance

It may be appropriate fo zone new development within this character type, so that
some parts of the harbour retain their tradiional quality, whist other areas are able to
accommedate more modemn faciliies. The design of new developments should be
planned to contain acthvty and to provide vantage points al which this can be
appreciated by the public at & safe distance,

Harbour areas tend to attract visitors, their main appeal often linked to
their concentration and integration of different activities and services.
However, demands for the provision of seftlement ‘decoration’ usually
associated with more urban areas, for example brick paving, ornate
lamp posts, railings and street furmiture, will tend to conflict with the
intrinsic character of the harbour areas, so that they become an
indistinct service centre,
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Warerdronr
development

Guidance

The provision of visitor faciiies will tend to appear less dominating where they
imegrate with the other functions of @ harbour area, for example providing parking
which is used by both resident and visitor and which also minimizes the impact of
unused faciliies out of season. Where absolutely necessary, setflement facilites will
appear most appropriate where they are designed to relate to the distinct character
of this landscape (for example having @ marifime theme - using ropes, nets, rocks,
driftwood or buoys). Rather than Emiting the choice of materials and furniture to
standard catalogues (often by assuming they are the cheapesf), alternative options
for local "one off design and construcion should be explored, the product of which is
usually more closely related to a paricular place.,

New development within this landscape often occurs along the
waterfront. However, any structure which runs along, or crosses the
distinct waters edge of this landscape will affect the experience of the
harbour area, and may confuse the simple arrangement and balance
between land and sea components.

Gurdance

Shuctires bult along or into the sea will generally seem more appropriate where they
directly relate 1o the scale and form of the harbour, and the characteristic simple
composition of elements, in order to convey a positive image with the minimal
amaunt of visual confusion.

e
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Simple dividing edge belwenn kd and sea Confusing division between land and sea
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Only a few areas of this landscape character fype exist within Caithness and
Sutherdand, comprising the largest settlemems In the region and their
sumounding areas. The nucleus of this character type comprisas & fown centre,
typically positioned near to & river estuary or the sea, and marked by a
conceniraticn of distinciive old buildings - uswally the remnants of its trading or
industrial origins. From this core, the settiement gradually reduces in density
as it radiates into various land use, which although mixed in character, is linked
by prevailing views to the town or the provision of facilities serving i,

The character of this landscape is dominated by the built form and human
aclivity and influence, the naturs of this being constantly in change. The
concentration of activity tends 1o occur within the town centres, with a gradual
reduction of intensity with increased distance from this core.

The high degree of activity partly results from a high resident population; this is
fairly evenly divided between the main settlemant and a wide distribution of
residential houses, farms and crofts in the surrounding area. The high
population, which may significantly rise during the fourist season, presenis
constantly growing demands for the provision and maintenance of services
such as shops, roads and leisure facilities.

This is a complex landscape character type,
with a mixed wvariety of experience; for
example, an assortment of smells, sounds,
tastes. and visual lines, colours, textures,
pattemns, shapes and elements of varous scala
and proportion.  This complexity can often
seem quite confusing and overshelming if an
area is unfamiliar; however, the impact of this
i= lessened where the layout and design of the
town relates io a distinet organising feature,
such as the coast, a river, or hillside.

Views tend to be limited within the centre of towns, however, many of these
seftlemenis offer focused or imtermittent wiews of the surrounding
landscape from their edges, high points or river and saa fronts.

Although individual towns were once quite distinct, relating to their particular
location and resources and funciion, most areas of this landscape character
type are now strongly influenced by standard service facilities such &s by-
passas, shops, traveller facilities, and associated features such as signs, car
parks and ulilities.,

The balance of landscape characteristics varies between the town centres
and the town outskirts. Traditionally these areas possessed wvery different
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fransiTons:

roles, the centre being the concentration of industry, facilities and accass, with
the surrounding area supporling this with agricutture and other resourcas.
However, in recent years the boundary between these areas has become lass
distinet, with new devetopment tending to spread across the former edges of
the town, whilst some areas within the town centre are neglected. This has
resulted in @ mixture of variable land use and spatial enclosure (and
therefore visibility) within these owter areas, comprising industrial estates and
'out of town' supermarkets, but also intensive farmiand, the occasional croft
and woodland, and tourist facilities.

Within this character lype, the ftown centres — .
have a distinct core of buildings which tend 'un”"":“f-" o
to directiy relate to their traditional function or i o
location, such as a harbour or bridging point.
This concentration of bulldings typically creates
a sheltered microclimate, although the route
of roads occasionally channel winds from
certain directions.

The old buildings within the town centres tend (o possess a distinct architectural
style, which conveys a sense of history, by reflecting past prosperity. These
bwildings are often constructed from local stone, and in & robust style which
seems to directly refate to their particular situation, appearing fitting to the
"harsh’, coastal climale,

Facilities around the edge of town generally ___ __—— — — —————
rely on vehicular access, and are usually linked
to the presence of open level sites. The :
buildings tend 1o be more spaced out than in
the 1own centres, often in order 1o incorporate a
complex arrangement of access roads and car
parks. The open spaces bebtween buildings
sometimes offer distant views of the
surrounding landscape, but are very exposed.

This landscape character type tends to border other areas of traditional
settlernent, such as the coast and straths. Comprising the largest setilements
in Caithness and Sutherand, these towns tend to be located in areas where the
surrounding agricultural land is of a high quality, such as areas of open,
intensive farmland or mived agricufture and setffement, gradually reaching
out to areas of small farms and crofis.
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This landscape, like most settlement centres, possesses a dynamic
quality which means that it is constantly undergoing change.
However, the traditional forces for change such as industry have
typically depleted to the point that provision for housing, services and
light industry provide the main driving forces behind landscape
change and development.

Although demands fer change within this character type are similar to
most towns, the provision of standard services are typically
unsatisfactory due to particular conditions and character of Caithness
and Sutherland, especially the northern location, and the fact that
these towns contain only a small population relative to the size of the
wider area which they serve.

Gruidarnce

It is important to consider the cumulafive impact and knock on effects of any
deveiopment within this landscape character type, particulary because of its dynamic
quality which means that there may be many different forces for change affecting the
towm at any one podnt in dme. If these are not considered collectively, the town may
develop in a non cohesive and ineffective way, with excessive facliies competing
with each other whilst others are lacking.

The design of new developments should directly relate to the specific character of
the town and ite distinct location; this will aveid the develspment of an indistinet
service centre, and will encourage & pride of place derived from a strong sense of

identity.

The distinct character of a town may be emphasised by relating new development to
the landscape featres from which i developed, for example the coast or mver,
aithough land use may no longer actualy rely on these features as they did in the
past. Limkage to these distinctive features, by for example a framework of pedesinan
access routes and the retention of views, can aid the integration of a town and also
encourage the use of owtdoor spaces.

The design of new buldings should relate to the tradiional structures of the town,
particularly their scale, onentation, shape and matenals. However, they should also
refiect their specific location, function and the present day, so that they appear
appropriate to a place and represent contemporary design.  This trestment should
extend to the design of all the associated faciBtes and details of new developments,
for example access roads, car parks, pathwways and building materais.
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Upgrading of
Services

The outskirts of towns are under particular pressure for new
development, with the consistent demand for green-field sites,
especially for large “out of town' shopping centres, tourist facilities,
light industry and housing estates. This trend tends to result in the
haphazard sprawl| of elements around the edges of towns, whilst the
centre becomes increasingly abandoned and neglected, and with an
ever greater reliance on wvehicles creating its own demand for
additional access route and car parking development.

It ks important to sirategically consider the relationship between forces for change in
town centres and their outskirts. Although the petential for large scale development
in town centres is often restricted, it may be possible to adapt existing facilities for a
new use, for example developing a derefict riverside warehouse for a sports centre,
of & rverside yard as a park; in practice, this kind of development will probably
require financial incentives (possibly via the local enterprise group), the tightening of
development control on green-field sites and the relaxation of some building
comventions.

The new utilisation of old builldings will be particulariy valuable as =0 many of these
possess historic value and are located at key sites within the town, Derefiction results
in & negative image and loss of pride in place; this means that if structures are unabie
to be utilised at the moment, it may be appropriate to either actively maintain their
outer shell untll a time exsts where there is an increased demand for such faciities,
or aitematively to demolish ruined buildings in order fo create a temporary green
Space unll new construclion may occur in the future,

The development of new buildings in towns or their outskins should avoid the creation
of large open areas of roads or car parking, as these will tend to be exposed and
seem ‘inhospitable’. Instead, developments should explore the possible sharing of
facilities, such as car parks finked by pedestrian routes; these areas can also be
designed to incorporate shetter and the subdivision of spaces, for example by the use
of planting, walls or screens.

There may be demands for the upgrading of infrastructure and utilities
within this character type, particularly because of the dynamic nature
of the town and the trends for gradual expansion. This will usually
involve the construction of new roads and bypasses, bridges and also
water and waste disposal facilities. However, as the towns within
Caithness and Sutherland tend to be faily small in size, the
development of some of these services can appear to dominate the
character of the landscape in which they are located.
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Housing

{rurdance
The provision of additional services within & town and its sumounding area should be
planned s a whole, to avoid haphazard development which may lead to a

substantial cumulative impact, or the development of some facilibes which may
counteract the efficiency of others,

i i important that the development of infrastructure is designed and located

sensitively to relate to the tradiional character and experience of the town, and
especially s distinct landscape features. Particular attention should be paid to scale
and design of any roads, their entrance points into the town, and associated features
such == pavements and road islands and bariers. These elements should be
designed to relate to the character of the town which is essentially part of a rural
region, and should not create excessively open areas which will be very exposad and
appear ‘inhospitable’ in poor weather conditions.

fuware of distnct Bndscape features
such as rver

The route of any new infrastruciure should be planned to ensure thal it does not
bisect or isolate areas within the town by creating physical as well as visual barriers.
It should alse not be used as the prime reason for further development, which wall
only be suttable if located and designed to specifically relate to a place in own right.

There is usually a demand for additional housing within and
surrounding this character type, particularly for low cost dwellings in
small estates around the town edges, and for isclated houses within
the neighbouring farmland and along the coast. There is also a
demand for improvements to the existing high density housing
estates within the towns.

Guidance

It is typically most appropriate to incorporate new housing into the existing limits of
the town, fo occupy areas which are under ufilised or have been abandoned, In this
way, the central core of the town i reinforced, and the concentration of bulldings
provides a sheltered microclimate and a hub of actvity, whilst also avoiding an
increased need for access routes and car parks. However, if this new housing can

not be accommodated within the exisfing town, it may altematively be developed as
isolated satelites near to the edges, in an attempt to avoid increased sprawi of
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Town centre facilities

comidor development which affects the distinct edge of the town and the sense of
arrival,

Esting town Merey hotrsing &5 infll - Mew howsing sprawd,
affecting disbnct edge
of o and Sends of
arrreal

“The layout and design of new housing should relate o the traditional and distinct

character of the town, particularty its orientation, concenfration, scale and link 1o
distinct landscape features via access routes and views. The design of this new
housing, and the upgrading of existing estates, should aim to minkmise the creation of
open spaces Wwhich wil have no specific use, as these tend to be exposad and
appear bleak in poor weather condiions. Alternatively, the layvout and design of
outdoor spaces wil tend to appear most inviting where they are subdiided and
incorporate structure planting and the inspired use of night kghting. [t is particulary
impertant that building and landscape works uiilise high quality materials which will
withstand the testing climatic conditions of Caithness and Sutherland, so that these
do not develop an image of neglect due to excessive weathering. Bright white or
coloured structures may also aid the portrayal of a positive image in these condifions,
particularly when complementad by the coastal and northem light conditions.

There may be pressures for the provision of landscape works within
the town centres of this character type, such as pedestrianisation and

the provision of street fumiture, public conveniences, signs and green
spaces.

rufdance

Itis imperative that the provision of faciliies relates to the distinct sifing and character
of a town, to avoid the development of an area indifferent in style. This will usually
mean that elements such as standard street fumiture will appear inappropriate,
whereas locally designed and constructed features will incite greater pride of place.

it will be preferable to avoid the development of large wban open spaces, as these
tend to be exposed and can appear bleak in poor weather conditions, Altematively, it
may be more appropriate to develop a series of different spaces which can link
together, incorporating both central areas, where there = a concentration of activity
and buitt development, and the landscape features and comidors which lead through
and out of the town, such as the river or coast.

It may be desirable to ptan the pedestrianisation of some streets within the town
cenire, especially if existing roads are used by heavy through traffic. Howewer, these
vehicles are partly responsible for the integration and actvity of people within the
town centres which can be exciting and appealing, especially al times when the town
centre might otherwise be quist, The diversion of this taffic may also concentrate
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pressure along otver routes, thereby merehy diverting the problem or créating greater
barriers between areas.

a5 @ resuft
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This landscape character type is found in only a few areas of Caithness; here,
the scene is dominated by a wide plain of rich agricultural land, lying beneath
an immense expanse of open sky. Despite this landscape being simple and
ordered in composition, its experence constantly changes in response to
different weather and light conditions.

This character type is dominated by its openness and flat or gently sloping
fandform, which combine to resut in extreme exposure and extensive
wvisiDility.

The appearance of this landscape is strongly influenced by the characieristics
of northemn, coastal light in Caithness; this creates an extreme clarity of light,
and is often seen to spread a warmth of colour and variety of sharp shadows
across the landscape, resulting from the low sun angle at certain times of the
year and day. The character of the sky, particularly its colour and movement of
clouds, constantly changes, as weather systems are often seen to rapidiy pass
across and around areas of this landscape.

Lo hight creates shadows Bright hight

At the broadest level, this landscape possesses a simple composition of
elements, principally comprising sky and agricultural land, and a smooth,
simple skyline dividing them. As the landscape is open, and contains only a
few bullt structures of known size, it is typically difficult to discern fts scale.

Al a further level of detail, the landscape contains an ordered pattern of land
use, mainly comprising karge, regular shaped fields, Occasional concentrations
of farm buildings or houses form focal points within the landscape, especially
when encircled by a sheiter belt of trees, contrasting to the surrounding flat and
open land. Roads also create lines which reinforce this pattern; these tend to

follow the field and property boundaries, running straight and then swinging
around sharp comears.

0
%}J
sy -

Simple compasition &t Crdered pattern of calour,
broadest level line, points and bexbure at
dataiied beved
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The pattern of fields within this character type
iz delineated by the route of fences, dykes or
hedges, and highlighted by a wariety of
different crops, the character of which
changes throughout the year. Flagsione
fences are a pariculardy digtinctive featurs
within many areas of this l|andscape,
characterised by their repetition of regular
shaped, thin, stone slabs, which create low,
sharp edges to fields - the route of the fences
often emphasised by the shadows which they
project.

Typically encompassing the richest areas of agriculture within Caithness, this

landscape possesses a long tradition of occupation, with many historic

features situated on hills within, or adjacent to, this character type. These
features convey an acute sense of history and changing cultural influence
and range from chambered tombs dating back to around 3B00BC to crofis
abandoned in the 17" century and still to the present day. This character type
retains a fairly evenly spread population, the activity of people and
machinery tending to add a positive image to the landscape.

Thizs landscape characler type includes many
farge commercial farms and  estate
properties. These often possess quite distinct
characterstics such as a paricular design of
boundary wall or gateways, and often include
concentrated blocks of esiate houses or
outbuildings. The main estate house tends 1o
create a dominant focal point within these
areas, and is often surrounded by a small patch
of mature woodland. These fypically form a

dense and compact stand, being severely wind
pruned which resulls in sculptural-looking
shapes,

Within this fiat landscape, it only takes a subile
varigtion in landform for the drainage
characteristics to be markedly different.
Wetlands and lochs occupy many of ihe
hollows and shallow wvalleys within, and
bordering, this character type. The location of
these create a distinct habitat, the experience
of which is dominated by the activity and sound
of birds, and the nsture of this changing
between seasons. In other areas, intensive
agriculture practises rely on the use of land
drains to prevent reversion to this habitat fype.

This landscape character type tends to border other agricultural and setilement
areas, such as the mixed land use and seftlement type or & fown, I s aiso
often located next to the coast, where the charactenstics of clear light quality,
exposure to extreme weather conditions and extensive views are further
augmented.

This landscape characier type tends to occur in the areas of most favourable

agricultural land in Caithness; however, the border between this type and less
imtensive farming areas does not always directly relate to physical factors. This
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is often aflected by land ownership and mansgement practices, which determine
differencas of land use.
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..............

............ ~ key fo

The key considerations of forces for change within this character type
concern its openness, simple composition and landscape pattern.

The openness of the landscape means that change or development
tends to be clearly visible, especially if highlighted by the distinct
northern coastal light; however, the openness of the landscape and
the neighbouring sea also means that new elemeants tend to appear
minor in comparison to its large scale.

The character and situation of this landscape is wvery distinct,
occurring in only a few locations near to the coast and main
settlement centres of Caithness. It is particularly valued for its rich
agricultural land and as an area of open space; however, its situafion
also means that it tends to be under high pressure for development
from neighbouring areas.

The location of new elements within this landscape may have an
impact on the existing foci and historic structures.

Guidance

Alhough addiional elements are Bkely to appear highly visible within this landscape,
they can be located in order to relate to the distinct pattern and simple composition of
the landscape. The dispersal of elements will have an impact over a larger area;
however, concentration may create dominant foci.

ANAR 7*%

Existing dstinct pattam Confbct wilth patiern

Mew structures will generally appear most appropriate where they are located either
within the wide open spaces of this landscape, where they are difficult to scale, of
naxt to exdsting features where they reinforce the exdsting patiemn. hew elements
located on the skyline often appear more a part of the wide skies than the land, and
take on a sculptural image within the simplicty of this landscape.

—_,— —— ___._L
Wew slement appaars e element Elemant appaars Element conflicts with
a% minar feabure n reinfprces focal sculpturel, seeming to existing fasture and

relabicn e apenness ualtties of existing be patt af by hortzon siodine
and large scale of Fesabure
lanassape

Mew elements tend fo appear most appropriate where they are designed to relate to
the simple composion of this landscape, as this tends to cleary show off their
degign, and parficutarly their shape and form. Simple forms usually appear most
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suitable, with elements possessing a clear relationship to the landscape and each
other,

fT/_:“?% ek -

Simple composson Confusng addion with no
abiiols ratianale far localion

It is important to consider the potential impact of new elements in relation to distinet
climate and light within this landscape, and how this constantly changes and applies
pressures on structures. It is impartant that building and landscape warks utlize high
guality materiale which can withstand the testing climatic conditions of Caithness, so
that these do not develop an image of neglect because of excessive weathering.
The use of bright white or colowred structures may help to porfray a positive image in
these condiions, particularly when they are complemented by the coastal and
northem Eght.

If iz important to maintan the exdsting setting of hestore struciures and ol within this
landscape. New elements will tend to appear most appropriate where they relate to
the old stuctures in location and design, and possibly wilise similar sites, forma,
proportions and materiale etc. They should not appear a5 a pastiche, but
altematively respect the tradiional structures, whilst appearing distinet in relation to
their own specific function and paint in time, in this way extending the sense of

hestory.
E@ié ;-7’
s (=
Historic: fasture Setting and focal gualities Balance of featuras

aftected by new elemants

This landscape comprises some of the best agricuftural land in
Caithness; this means that it will generally be under less pressure for
change than in other areas. However, agricultural practice will
continue to be strongly influenced by the availability of subsidies and
grants through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), and
programmes such as the Scottish Countryside Premium Scheme
(SCPS), in addition to short terrn market forces. It is difficult to
determine how these will interrelate to affect the character of this
landscape in the future;, however, it is expected that they may
encourage a greater sustainability of practices.

There has been some amalgamation of smaller farming units into
larger farms within this landscape in recent years. This results in less
distinction between specific places, as entire properties are managed
in & similar fashion, influenced by economies of scale, and thereby
increasing the simplicity of the landscape pattern.
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Varous characher of individus)
propefies

The agricultural land within this character type is predominately
managed for arable production. However, recent concem over BSE in
cattie has resulted in many farmers decreasing their cattle stock, or
changing over to sheep, thereby reducing the need for local cereals
and straw. In the long term, however, it is hoped that an increased
demand for home-grown, high quality beef due to the BSE scare will
reverse this trend and result in more cattle, which will need to be

supported by an additional amount of arable cropping to provide feed
and bedding.

Guidance

Az farming properbes expand, there tends 1o be a loss in the diversity of
characteristics within this landscape and the features which comprise the landscape
pattermn, such as field boundanes. Athough this may merely heighten the simplicity of
the character type, there is likely to be a reduction in the sense of place which
responds to the specific conditions of a location. This means that it will generally be
preferable to reinforce or highlight the distinct lendscape features, for exampie
boundary walls, hedgerows, or woodland, helping to identify distinct places,

Amalgamation of properies and
ingresssed cropping reduces pead for
elamenls such &3 Nagstone lences,
k=ading o neglect and bees sensa of
place.

Although it s unclear how marke! forces and the provision of grants and subsidies will
affect agriculture in the future, the promotion of more sustainable practice will
probably result in a greater diversity of crops and improved husbandry; in some
places, this may principally invohre greater maintenance of fieid boundaries and
drainage channels, and increased management of exdsting woodlands, possibly with
a slight decrease in the intensity of cropping.

There has been an increase in the development of large agricultural
bulldings within this landscape. Some of this has been through the
Crofting Counties Agricultural Grants (CCAGs), the minimum building
standard required under this scheme tending to discourage the
upgrading of existing buildings. However, the high rate of recent
construction works may be linked to it once being thought that CCAGs
might cease with the introduction of the Scottish Countryside
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Premium Scheme (SCPS), and as this is now not to happen, the rate of
new agricultural bullding construction may reduce.

The impact of new agricultural buildings and silos within this
landscape tends to be greatest where they are isolated within wide
open areas so that they create a new focus, and where their
construction involves substantial ground modification or new access
routes. The new structures may also contrast in form and scale to the
traditional buildings.

Gruidance

Particular attention should be paid to the siting and design of new agricultural
buildings, 5o that these struchwes appear simple in form and relate to the existing

“structures within the landscape, especially considering their form, shape, scale,

raterals, yvard area and access. The impact of these new buildings can be
minimised where they are located next to exsting agricuttural outbuildings, to
reinforce the focal qualities of these, and upon sites which require the minimum of
ground modification.

Ioe Ao Ao

Eximting simple patlem. Additional buiidngs renforce Heve agnsultural buildings

Bullding creates focal point exfaiing focus contrast in fofm, deperse
Tocal atterlion and confluse
larcscaps pathern

There is a demand for new isolated houses within this landscape
{(especially near to the coast) and for small housing estates near to the
settiements bordering this character type. The development of new
housing will tend to be particularly noticeable within this landscape,
as vertical structures are typically highlighted by the coastal and
northern light at certain fimes of the year and day.

The development of new housing will reduce the openness of this
landscape and may conflict with the typical landscape pattern. It may
also change the image of the character type from an essentially
agricultural landscape to that of a residential area.

raddance

It ks difficult to locate additional heusing within this landscape without this affecting the
simpile agricultural character. |t may be most appropriate to cluster new housing next
to existing dwelings, 5o that it merely reinforces the focus of these; however, there
will be a limited capacity for incorporating new houses in this way, before these focal
areas changs in character to being seen as a distinct setfiement.

It is hard o accommodate new housing near to the settlements bordering this
character type, az this can easily appesr a5 sprewl or coridor development, and
thereby affect the distinet edge of the character type and neighbouning settlemant,
and their sense of amival.
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developrment

open, intensive farmland

Al

Mew housing concentrated Haw houses cumulaiively et ouses cumulsthedy
weilhiin exisling festure within corer image of landacape appears 38 sprawl and
e opsn landscape. irom being agnculiural to cacains & barmier and cofmidar
residental, and oreate at the barder between this
distribubed foci which reduces chargtler e and &
the serme of openness and nigighbourning towm.
simpia pattam.

The layout and design of new housing should relate to the fradiional buildings within
this landscape, parbcularly their scale, onentation, form and design details. K is

‘particularty important that building and landscape works ulilise high quality materials

in order to withstand the testing cBmafic condifions of Caithness without develeping
an image of neglect due 1o excessive weathering.

This landscape character type may be favoured for wind energy
development on account of its typically consistent and high wind
speeds, and its open space and fairly flat landform. A windfarm will
relate to the exposed, wind dominated character of this landscape, and
can appear as a spectacular, futuristic-looking and sculptural addition.
However, as only a few areas of this character type exist, and these
tend to be fairly small in size, the development of a windfarm may
seem to affect an entire area of the character type, becoming a key
characteristic and effectively changing it in the process.

Guidance

A windfarm will tend io appear most approprate where i€ is located within the wide
open areas of this landscape character type, so that the size of the turbines appear
inferior to the scale of the surrounding space. A windfarm should alm o porray a
gimple and sculptural image within areas of open, mensive farmiand, and appear
gither as an isolated feature within the distinct landscape pattemn, or attempt to
integrate as part of i

Az thiz landscape has been clearly modified by humans, the Eyout of a windfamm will
tend to appear most rational where it iz amanged in a simple and ordered manner, as
a unified and concentrated group. It i important that the faciities associated with a
windfarm, such as access fracks or a substation, do not dominate or conflict with the
landzcape pattern of this character type. Any buildings will also generally appear
maost appropriate where they relate o the design and scale of other structures in the
langscape.

TN IS

From a dislance, windfarm s Windfam seen as simple,
Seen 38 sculptural ebement

Dispersal of wind turbines
ordered leatune, incorporaled affechs enlire area of charasier

within large scale and into distinct Bndscape pattem. type. Rabonale for lEyout is
samplicity of landscape and uncisEr, Access imcks seem
sea beyond Exceasie in nehwark and

eonllicl with landscape patiem.
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This landscape covers much of north and east Caithnass. It is vast and open -
a simpie landform covered by a confusion of characteristics - physical, cultural
and experiential, The landscape is highly influenced by the activity of pecple,
the extreme nature of the weather and the unigue light conditions. I is a
landscape in constant change.

This characier lype broadly comprises a wide —_____  _ ——_

open landscape, generally dominated by & ’__h___‘_"‘ —
horizontal emphasis, with the occasional - —
location of a hill or woodland defining spaces at : ’

a mora detailed level. opan

The landscape is extremely exposed, and it always seems bracing and
invigorating - dominated by the clarity of light and air, the sound and feel of the
wind, the smell of peat and grasses, the sight of lichen on stone and the
apparently endless, open space and skies.

This landscape possesses an extremely complex visual composition, with no
obvious hierarchy. Lines form key elements within this visual compasition,
mainly comprising the skyling, powerines, field boundaries and roads. Points
are also important; these are formed by, for example, houses, castlies, aenals
and woodland blocks, The arrangement of these different elements appears
clearer in certain weather and light conditions, for example when particular
structuras are highlighted by low light, against a dark sky backdrop.

Compesition appears cleares when paricular elaments afe
highiighted ard a hiefarchy i appanan

Most areas of this landscape characler type possess a gently sloping
Jandform, the nature of this tending to be most clearly illustrated by the lines of
field boundaries and the skyline.

In some places slopes rise up to form low hills, or dip 1o create basins and
shallow glens, these areas tending to be covered by rough grass or mooriand
vegetation. At times of clear visibility, the hill tops offer spectacular views of
the surrounding complex landscape pattem - these open vistas generally edged
by the distant horizon of the sea or distinctive profiles of far away hills. The
shallow basins and wide glens typically contain wetland, and somefimes a river
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of loch: these habitats tend to be particularly valved by birds, the activity and
noise of which, creates great seasonal interest.

“ oS

L e

o i

Spactacular views from hill lops. Ofien Wiy gently sioped glen, comtaining
domiraied by distant mountain profles ehallsw and meandering mver and loch

Historic features are located throughout this landscape character type and its
neighbouring areas, and are particularly noticeable on many of the hills and in
many of the glens. These artefacts range from Meolithic chambered tombs,
dating back over 4000 years, to ruined croft houses abandoned during the
‘Clearances’ and more recently up to the present day. These features portray a
rich sense of history and culiural change, often emphasised by their
dislinctive Morse place names.

This character type has a mix of land use which tends to be a fairy evenly
distributed, The complex amangement of this varies in appearance between
different seasons, and is particularly emphasised by the colour and texdure of
arable fields contrasting with grassland and moorland.

The pattern of land use can sometimes be linked to subtle differences in
ground conditions, for exampie rough grazing ocouming within a wet basin, with
arable ground upon the slopes. However, there is sometimes no visible
rationale for variations in Iland wuse, for example intensive cropping
immediately adjacent to moorand, This tends to result from different land
owners managing their land in altermnative ways.

Lk betreepen land use and
physizal characteristios

A greater intensity of past land use is mdicated in some areas, for example,
containing rwined crofts, drainage channels and field boundarias, with
patches of neglected grassiand and rushes and bracken. Some of this iz
the result of a general decline in areas of farming within fringe areas, which
particularly occurred during the ‘Clearances’. However, large numbers of
people in Caithness were also displaced off the land in the 1950s to work at
Dounreay, often moving to housing provided for them, especially to Thurso.
Some of the remnants of more intensive agricufture can also be linked to past
Govemment incentives. These encouraged the growth of crops around the
1850s and 60s which were often not suitable to their specific location and relled
on large inputs of labour, drainage and fertiliser; a5 a consequence, as S00n as
these incentives were withdrawn, the land was left o degenerate.
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maisted agrioalvare mnd setdlie

Those not familiar with & particular location of
this character type will tend to find Hts complex P
arangement of land uwse, seftlements and " 5

individual properties very confusing. This may

be increased by the typical route of roads

around field boundaries so thal they often

abruptly change direction. There also tends to Cronfusing amangement af
be no distinct division betwesn different Mméﬁralmm
townships or areas, one gradually blending distinct 8

into the nesxd. comenunilies

The unpredictability of the weather increases the landscape complexily and
exciternent, and the sense of orentation is greatly confused in conditions of low
cloud or rain, due to limited visibility. n attemative conditions, clear skies allow

.s0me sense of direction to be gained from the distinct character of the light in

the north and close to the sea.

Several small estates are located within this
character type. These tend to be characterisad
by fairly rich agriculiural land, a large esiate
house which form a focal point, areas of mature
woodland, and groups of "estate worker' houses
and farm buildings. These elements are often
linked by stone dykes, hedges or flagstone
fences which extend the distinct historic
character of the estate house into the
surmounding landscape.

In addition to isoclaied farm and croft houses,
there are a few isolated housing esfataes and
villages (some of which have industrial roots).
These tend to form minor foci within the
landscape on @ccount of their dense form
contrasting with the open sumoundings. The
new housing developments tend to contrast to
older buildings by relaling to access routes
rather than to the location of favourable
landscape characleristics for seftlement,
Often, there |s no obvious rationale why this

kind of new housing is located where it is, but frequently it is because it has
resulted from social or political factors, for example housing peopie who work
many miles away at Dounreay,

In addition to the concentrated housing settlements, this characler lype
possesses @ fairly even spread of new “kit' houses. These tend {0 appear 85
isolated, individual structures, which do not usually relate to, or integrate with,
the surrounding landscape. The consistent dispersal of houses and small
settiements throughout this landscape results in a fairly lamge population; this is
mainly serviced by the towns which lie in adjacen! areas.

This landscape borders a wvariety of different character types, mainly on
account of its mixed composition of land use, landform and vegetation, linking
to neighbouring areas. These character types include sweeping mooriand,
small farms and crofts (especially fringe crofting and historic features),
open intensive farmland and towns. R also runs along stretches of the

Caithness coastline, edged in some places by high cliffs and bays or fong
beaches, dunes and links.
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This landscape contains a complex mix of characteristics, the
composition and balance of which have changed over many years,
and continue to do so. A multitude of historic features highlights this
dynamic quality. This evidence of past change means that many areas
of this landscape character type are able to accommodate new
changes without their intrinsic quality being marred. However, it is
difficult to locate any new elements in this landscape, as there tends
to be no distinct pattern or organisation to which these can relate so
_that their location often appears irrational.

Although the relationship between the different characteristics within
this landscape is often not obvious, the presence of all the various
components, and their relative dominance, does influence its
character. This means that this landscape may be aliered by the
addition or removal of any particular element within the composition.

Ewrstirg Daminance of Duilkéngs Loss of feld boundates

Despite the particular appeal of this landscape character type, its
exposure, presence of abandoned buildings and land, and
accumulation of utilitarian elements often portrays a negative image.
This means that some people see any new development or change as
a very positive force. However, the introduction of new elements will
tend to confuse the existing complex composition of landscape
characteristics; they may also create foci, both individually and as a
group, emphasised by the openness of the character type, and
particularly visible from the hill tops.

Guidance

Change or development within this landscape character type should be planned to
take inio account potential knock-on effects and cumulative impact, This is
particulardy important within this landscape character fype on account of the complex
amangement of characterstics, these often being in a process of change,

Although i is difficult to infroduce any new elements imto this landscape withou!
adding to the visual complexity, the impact of this may be limited where new
alements directly relate o the specific charactenistics of a site, or are amanged o
create an identifiable pattemn and order of their own. The most appropriate way of
achieving this will vary between differant locations, and in relation to the design and
function of a development; however, it should generally be consistent within an area
of this [andscape character type to minimise visual confusion,
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Elsment direcSy refaies io Conceniration of elements - Dispersal - no obwious ratichals
landform featune: creabe order of their own far locatan

New vertical elements will be particularly noticeable within this open
landscape because of its dominant horizontal dimension. However,
the degree of visibility will tend to relate to the mass of the elements
as well as their height, as tall thin structures often appear to blend into
the wide skies of this landscape, where a bulky object can obstruct
visual movement along the skyline, becoming a dominant focus which
may also divide and define spaces.

Elements appear as part of Bullyy abject checures visual Elernents divide and defing
wade open sky arvament SR

The introduction of any new structures into this landscape may
potentially conflict with the existing historic features. However, as the
character of this landscape tends to suggest a strong sense of change
and evolution over time, a new element may complement the old; this

will depend on their relationship, particularly in respect of design,
location and function.

The forces for change within this landscape have the potential to
affect how its distinet character is experienced, by for example
screening views or sheltering the wind. The visual impact of any

element will vary considerably in different weather and light
conditions.

Guidance
It is Important to consider the most appropriate design and location of a new element,
particularty in respect of its scale and form, and in refation to the skyiine and spatial

characteristics. This is especially important as any new element is likely to be highty
visible within thiz character type - unable to be hidden.

POV B

Mew feature crosses skydine,  Simple design and ‘elegant’ Compile:, bulky mnd
Differential vieibility across propertions ol elemant unbakinged fafm
TS Ineressens. wisaral

complmaty, espacially as this

i m different westther

ard ight earditisas
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The introduction of a new element may strengthen the sense of history in this
landecape. Howewver, this tends to anly be seen as a positive addition if, like the old
artefacts, its design and function refate to = specific place at a point in tme. A new
elemeant will tend to appear most appropriate where it iz seen as being distinct from
fts older counterparts (unless directy related to their function) - complementing them,
rather than confising their image or form.

it is important to consider how any change, both individually and cumulatively, wil
affect the experence of this landscape, especially in relation to the balance between
fts different components and in various season and weather conditions.

The pattern and practice of agriculture within this landscape character
type is, and will continue to be, strongly influenced by the availability
of subsidies and grants through the Common Agricultural Policy
{CAP), and programmes such as the Scottish Countryside Premium
Scheme (SCPS), in addition to short term market forces. |t is difficult
to determine how these will interrelate to affect the character of this
landscape in the future; however, it is expected that they will
encourage a greater sustainability of practice.

There has been a trend in recent years, for the amalgamation of small
farming units into larger farms within this landscape character type.
This often results in less distinction between specific places, as entire
properties are managed in a similar fashion, influenced by economies
of scale. As larger farms typically concentrate on large scale
production, there may be a tendency for marginal agricultural land to
suffer from insufficient management or abandonment.

Amnaigamation ime Brger units
results in unification and

possible neglect of marginal
land

In recent years, there has been a growing predominance of sheep
grazing, although numbers for subsidy are limited by guota. Recent
coneern over BSE in cattle has generally resuited in a reduced demand
for beef. In the short term, this may result in farmers holding onto or
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reducing their cattle stock, or changing over to sheep; however, long
term demand for home-grown, high quality beef may result in more
cattle being kept within this landscape, supported by an additional
amount of arable cropping to provide feed and bedding.

The mooriand and rough grass areas of this landscape character type
are often under pressure from the heavy grazing of sheep. The
selective nature of this grazing can result in ground erosion and
poaching, the spread of bracken and rushes, and a general reduction
of biodiversity in places. These processes may be exacerbated where
the practice of muirbum is insufficiently controlied.

There may be pressure for additional enciosure of land, as owners
.demand apportionment of common land, whilst many existing dykes,
hedges and flagstone fences are neglected and replaced by wire
fencing. This neglect can portray a negative image and also changes
the distinctive landscape pattern.

-

Euisting dyloes and flapsions Megiact and replacamant
fences (may not be sufficient
o resinicl sheep)

Guidance

Az farming properies expand, there tends to be 8 loss in the diversity of
characteristics within this landscape. Although this may reduce the degree of visual
confusion, unification will confrast to the varable nature of characierisiics within hese
areas. It B generally preferable for land use type fo directly respond to the specific
conditions of a location; however, where this is nol possible, the reinforcement of
features which are distinct to a particular property, for example boundary walls or
hedgerows, will help to identify it as a distinct place.

Although land use does not
relate to specific physical
characteristios, abviausly
linkest i kand cwrarship

Although it is unclear how market forces and the provision of grants and subsidies
will affect agricutture in this landscape in the future, the promeotion of mare
sustaineble practices will probably resull in a greater diversity of crops and
improved husbandry. In some places, this should principally involve the reduction
af sheep numbers, whilst in others, the increased control of muirbum and weed
species, and the improved maintenance of field boundaries and drainage channels
will be advisable.
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Different forms of agriculivre and woodlend, both as new praclices and as
determined by managemant changes, will tend to appear most appropriate where
they directiy relate to the landscape pattern and physical characteristics of a place.
Although land use aclivity is heavily influenced by economics, it can be suggesied
that land is either actively managed, or it is lefi to regenerate as a “natural’ habitat -
25 a compromise, neglected land porirays a very negative image,

Fiuins within mooriand - acute Positive rmage of intense Megathe image of negiected
_ appreciation of the past in managament - imoking agnculiural land
cofrae! to current remoteness  prosperity of population

Active management portrays an image of prosperity &nd care which may result in a
greater pride of place, and therefore further appreciation of a landscape's value.
This may be partially achieved by promoting a greater awareness of the potential
cumidative impact of negative elemenis on the landscape, for example stressing how
the location of waste and neglected buildings and fences can affect visitor attraction,
and therefore the tourst mdustry.

Within this landscape, there tends to be a fairly even demand for new
buildings such as housing, agricultural structures, aerials, utilities and
wind energy development, in addition to new woodland. It is very
difficult to accommodate these elemeants, on account of there being no
distinct pattern within this landscape to which they can directly relate.
This means that, although their impact will vary in relation to their
specific function, location and design, their cumulative impact and
potential to confuse the complex arrangement of landscape
characteristics remains a major consideration.

The creation of new woodlands is likely to be closely linked to the
financial incentives offered through the Woodland Grant Scheme
(WGS) and the Scottish Countryside Premium Scheme (SCPS) in
compensation for payments for stock through the Common
Agricultural Policy.

Guidance

It is important to consider the ability of an area of this landscape character type to
sccommodate new struchres or woodland without its infrinsic character being
changed, although this is inherently transient in nature, Elements will tend to appear
most appropriate where fheir function and design directly relate fo the specific
character of a location, including the experiential characteristics, so that it appears as
a raticnal addition,

It may be appropriate fo integrate new featwes into the edsting amangement of
components or, allematively, to concentrate them as a distinct group in their own
right. Whatever the most suitable treatment, new elements should appear as a
positive feature, being designed to be as simple and visually balanced as possible,
and minimiging visual confusion.
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Woodland is grestly valued within this exposed landscape due to its provision of
shelter and richness of biodiversity. However many of the existing mature
‘woodlands, which mainly cccur upon estate lands, are in need of active
management fo ensure a more diverse age structure and thereby promoting
regeneration, There is the potential for a large expansion of new woodiand planting
within this landscape on account of the decline of agriculture in some locations.

New woodiand may either integrate, divide or unite the exisiing landscape pattern;
uii-mwugr,ithmhrmhmmmdeﬂriﬁunmspan&wﬁinlﬁshrdampehy
introducing vertical edges. The planning of new woodiand should consider how It will
be managed over time, so that it retains a diverse age structure and is able o
undergo thinning without high risk of wind throw,

field pakiem changng ralure of
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This landscape character type mainly occurs along the coast and straths of
Caithness and Sutherand. In its simplest form, it represenis a traditional
form of crofling and farming land use, closely fied to the intrinsic qualities of
the landscape, with integration of people, settlements, land and ses.
Howewver, the inclusion of five subtypes within the description of this character
ype porrays how these areas have changed, and continue 1o do so, in
response to different pressures.

The character of this landscape is dominated by the occupation and activity
of peopfe, who are responsible for @ complex variety of different land use
characteristics; this results in a range from clearty ordered crofis, 1o open
and fairly rich, small farms and areas of marginal moorand and ruined
properties, with a multitude of varigtions in-between. Theas= differences tend

to reflect both the physical and social characterstics of a place - particularly
land cwnership.

This landscape character type typically comprises a number of common
elements despite the variation in their amangement; for example houses,
outbuildings, a pattern of fields depicted by fences or walls, access roads,
powerlines, remnants of woodland or clumps of trees and machinery,

The extent of visibility tends to be limited
within this character type because of the
screening affect of buildings, woodland and
barriers, and the typically sloping landform.
This typically results in a semi-enclosed — -
landscape, where the scale of spaces are
fairly small so that they seem quite intimate
and views are direcied towards foreground
details,

J

The various characteristics of this landscape create a complex wisual
composition of different spaces, edges, points, colours, shades, textures and
lines. This diversity tends to appear very interesting, although often
confusing; howsver, the overall composition may seem clearer in certain
weather conditions, when differential highlighting and shading emphasise only
certain elements.

Cormplex visual composiion; howevar, close examination can dendify different kayars relabed to
speciiic landecape charactenstios. This effect may also ooour in particulsr weather conditions
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The amangement of landscape components
also appears clearer in locations where there
is & distinct and limiting featurs, for example - T
a river, the coast or a strath floor. This results - '

in elements being ordered in direct relation to Clear arganisation of land use
this feature, creating a repetition of pattem elements in refation bo dominant
which typically appears reassuring in its physical landecape characisristic
consistency.

The land use within this character type i5 mainly agricuhural, with local
variations utllising specific resources,

Many areas of this landscape character type contain a large amount of new
housing. This is not usually linked to the warking of the land in which it is
. |located, and mainly comprise ‘kit' structures which do not relate to the imtrinsic
character of this landscape.

Many areas of this character type also contain smafl villages and local
facilities such as shops, parking areas and schools, many of these features
also serving the visitors {o these areas.

Some areas of this landscape contain small fragments of broadieaf
woodfand, these being mainly located within the steep giens and along the
coast within this character type. Although many of these woodlands have
traditionally been managed, they often represent oniy & remnant of their past
extent, typically as a result of recent neglect and grazing prassure.

In areas where aclive management and maintenance occurs, this character
type tends o porray a close relationship between evenly spaced houses
and the pattern of land division, sometimes emphasised by varous
cropping practices. However, many areas of this landscape character type
are now only used for exiensive sheep grazing, so that the boundaries
between different properties are indistin:.

Closa relationahip betwean buildngs and Sheap granng throughout arsa, Falieam
land divizian 15 keSS distind.

Many areas of this landscape contain ruins of crofis, field boundaries and
drainage systems. These represent a decreased intensity of land use, and
also depopulation over the last 250 years, and tend to porray a negalive
image of prosperity, especially since the abandonment of old crofts continues
in some areas to this day whilst the demand for pew house building grows in
others. This partly occurs as a resuft of people continuing to move away fram
crofting, which Is widely considered at the edge of economic viability, towards
alternative employment, particularly in service and tourist industries which are
concentrated in and around the settlement cenlres.

Many areas of this landscape character type lie adjacent to the Caithness and
Sutherland coast, the nature of the sea and the coastline strongly influencing
these areas. The land division within these small farms and crofis tends 1o
directly relate to the coastal edge - often forming & very ordered pattern with
linear repetition. The experience of the landscaps is also strongly influenced
by the sea, particularly its clarity of coastal light, and the activity and sound of
the waves, frequently sirong wind and sea birds.
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Many crofts houses are used as holiday homes In coastal areas (sometimes
with the crofter living in a new house built within the same holding); these
tend to appear less connected to their sumoundings, by not possessing &
distinct link to the management of the surmounding land, and often appearing
uncharacteristically tidy in contrast to the working crofts and farms.

old croft housa now The new cralt kit house design appears less retated bo
used as holiday home the physical character of i sHe than the holiday home,
bt haes stronger link o the warking of e land.

Areas of coastal small farms and crofts are often found near to a harbour, as
crofting was, and still is occcasionally, combined with fishing as a means of
incame.

As this character type tends to be located in marginal areas, and often utilises
very small areas of good quality land, R frequently borders sweeping
moorand, cnocan, moorland slopes and hills, and runs along the coast,
linked to high cliffs and sheltered bays and long beaches, dunes and
finks. It also borders other agricuitural areas, such as mixed agriculture
and settlerment.

This landscape character type includes five sublypes;

15a dispersed farms and crofts;

150 small farm and crofiing areas with local facilities;

15¢c  small farm and crofting areas with new housing;

15d area of small farm and crofts surrounded by woodland, and
158 tninge crofting and historic features.

The key characterstics and main issues of forces for change within these
subtypes are described within the following section. These subtypes share
the same key characteristics as this main character type; however the
balance of these, and the forces for change acting upen them, are slightly
different.

211






sonall farms and crofts

This landscape contains a ‘melting pot' of different characteristics, the
local character of a place being determined by which are dominant and
their relationships to each other. These characteristics are directly
influenced by human activity, so as the nature of this changes over
time, so the character of the landscape does. The main challenge to
planning and design within these areas is enabling this change to take
place, whilst retaining some of the intrinsic qualities derived from the
balance between the different components.

It is very difficult to incorporate new elements into this landscape
without this confusing the existing composition of charactaristics by
adding a new layer of complexity. Additional elements can also
disrupt the balance between components, as one element becomes
more dominant than the others.

Euisfing complety Addition of element increases
dcemananc

It is generally easier to accommodate new elements where there is a
distinct pattern or organising feature within this landscape to which
these can relate. Although, even in these locations, additional
development can appear as uncharacteristic concentrations or sprawl.

|""_. - —":'.-—.—-— _mam & m § _ANS

N RN L
Exsting ordaned Concentrason bmits edent of Expansian may clegte
ATAnpEmend mnpsct, bl focused appearance of sprawd

It is very difficult to integrate new elements into this landscape where
there is no distinct pattern, or where this is linked to past social
factors which no longer apply. In the absence of any distinct
organisation or vernacular style, the random location of elements
appears irrational, as these seem unrelated to a specific place.
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Guidance

Any change or development within this landscape character type should be
strategically planned in order to consider potential knock-on effects and cumulative
impact. This is parlicularly significant on account of the close relationship between
the indnidual characteristics, and because these areas are often in a process of
change. His imperative that any guedance for development iz not studied in i=olation,
but considers how an individusl force for change will affect the relationship and
balance between the different compaonents of the landscape

Although it = difficult to introduce new elements into this landscape without this
resulting in visual confusion, the impact may be Emited where new elements either
directly reiste to the specific characteristics of a site, are concentrated to create an
identifiable pattem of their own, or are located as expansion or infil of existing
elements. The impact of these various methods will differ between areas; however,
it is essential that whatever growth i considered most appropriate to a certain place,
and for & particular force for change, this treatment is planned to be consistent within
a landscape character area, In order to minimise visual confusion.

e B
"_'H_'L:,_..F-—.-—- e o
___.-l-:__ﬁ_,_-___‘ aEEEE » . .
] -_,_.____
Locafian of serment relaes |denlifiable groun Confusion of varous
o specific characheristhe refafionship to Bndscape

It may be preferable to separate or concentrate new elements within this landscape,
in order to avoid them seeming to conflict with the exsting characteristics. However,
thiz may result in the new elements within an area of small fafms and oofts
becoming dominant foci, often extending their impact over a large area and
distracting attenion away from the established characterstics of the landscape.

Existing dispersal relsted to land Mew concentration creates dominant
dirizion focus

The main forces for change influencing this landscape are the
provision of new houses, local settlement and tourist facilities (from
new industrial units to leisure centres, pavements, lighting and public
conveniences), and changes of land managament and agriculture.

There is a demand for new housing within many areas of this
landscape character type, especially within the main settlements. This
results from a general trend of decreasing household size, but also

214



small fisms snd crafts

because old houses are often being replaced; in some cases, these are
adapted to become visitor accommodation, and in others, they are
abandoned, or used as outbuildings. Most housing propesals are for
individual dwellings, however there = some demand for housing
estates, especially within some of the existing settlements.

It is very difficult to incorporate new housing within this character type
without changing the relationship of landscape characteristics. For
although the variety of existing house styles means that a new house
does not tend to form a dominant focus, the lack of any distinct
vernacular tends to result in a multitude of different designs - none of
which relate to each other, or the landscape, resulting in visual
confusion.

B

Wisual confusion results fram wamsty af Busiding exienson and associed

buifiding shies - no ane retales io another facilities (eg for BEE) dienipts repetton

or @ paricular lardecape charactenstic and sense of cohesive group.
Guidance

As the infreduction of any new houses will affect the character of this landscape, It s
generally preferable to ulilise or adapt exsting faciiies wherever possible, for
example repairing or converting unoccupied or ruined buildings. This will tend to
convey a posifive image of change, linking the radiional character of the landscape
to the present, and seeming less ‘disrespectful’ than abandonment and replacement.

It is important that where new builldings are introduced into this landscape, that these
do mot conflict with the distinctly nural character of the small farm and croft areas.
Confiict may arise from the use of ‘urban’ details, for example the provision of sireet
lights, pavements of bamiers such as ranch-type pest and rai fencing of concrete

Simple, rurel characler - closely Dommance of 'urban’ elements
retated bo landscape.

Although it may seem more appropriate to dsperse new housing within this character
type, this should be sirategically planned fo consider its relationship to the overall
agricutiural character of the landscape; the dspersal of properfies may also require
an extension of senvice faciiies such as access tracks, powerlines and sewage
disposal, which may have a significant landscape impact of their own.

Although it may be easier to intreduce a new housing style to this landscape, rathes
than attempting to refate to the varable character of traditional houses, this may
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increase visual confusion as houses appear as disorganised indpdduals rather than
part af an identifmble group or commumity .

There has been an increase in the development of large agricultural
buildings within this landscape. This has generally been encouraged
through Crofting Counties Agricultural Grants (CCAGs), as the
minimum building standards reguired under this scheme tend to
discourage the upgrading of existing buildings. The high rate of
recent construction works may be due to it once being thought that
CCAGs would cease on the infroduction of the Scottish Countryside
Premium Scheme (SCPS). As this is not now the case, the rate of
agricultural building construction may ease off.

The impact of new agricultural buildings within this landscape tends
to be greatest in open areas or upon sloping ground. Here, these
buildings tend to create a dominant focus, often invelving substantial
earthworks to create a large, flat site. Standard kit designs do not
typically relate to the specific character of this landscape, and usually
contrast to the form of existing structures, often seeming excessive in
scale in relation to their specific function.

Guidance

it is generally preferable to utiise the esisting agricultural buildings within this
landscape, rather than constructing anew. However, for this to be financially viable,
the grounds for awarding grants would need to be attered, the emphasis on standard
specificafions changing to accommodate the particular characteristics of buildings
and requirements of agricutture in this character type.

Where new agricuttural buildings are ptanned, paricular attention showld be paid to
their siting and design, so that they appear appropriate fo the specific character of a
place as an individual stucture, as well as cumulafively in relation to essting
buildings, Of particular consideration will be the form, shape, scale and materials of
the bullding, and aleo the design of the yard area and access route. The impact of
new buildings will be reduced on sites which require the minimum amaount of ground
modification, and may appear most appropriate when located next to exsting
agriculiural outhbuildings.

;?/\ﬁ? g?

Mew agricufiural buildng creates barey agricuthural malding relates to
dominant focus and confrasts in scale sding and design of esting buildings

The settlements within the small farms and crofting character type
tend to be fairly dispersed, buildings being separated by agricultural
land - essentially rural in character and directly relating to the physical
characteristics such as landform and drainage. However, there are
now demands within many of these settlements for the provision of
facilities which have been more closely associated with urban areas in
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the past, for example visitor centres, pavements, roadside barriers,
play areas, car parks, lamp posts and large signs. These elements
contrast to the traditional rural character of this landscape and may
ereate visual confusion.

Guidance

It is important to strategically plan the provision of facilies within this landscape
character type, to aveid replication, and therefore competiion of some senices,
whilst others are lacking. Visual confusion can also arse from the excessive
provision of signs competing for attention.

The development of ‘urban’ facilifies within
=seftiements contained by this character type should
generally be avoided if possible, as these will have
a cumulative effect on the predominantly rural
nature of the landscape. These elements tend 1o
appear particularty dominant within dispersed
setlsments as they have to fink across large, faity
QPN Sreas.

Where absolutely necessary, facilibes will appear most appropriate where they are
designed 1o relate to the distinet character and scale of this landscape. It i
imperative to consider the potential impact of the design details, as even the most
minor of these can result in an inappropriate image - individually or cumulatively; for
example, the location of smooth grass verges, concrete walls, large Htter bins, plastic
grit containers, signs and kerbs within a parking lay-by will all contrast to the
character of this rural landscape.

it is preferable fo eplore the options for
commissioning local ‘one  off design  and
construction for new faciliies; this usually resulis in
features which are closely related to the characher
of a particular place and encourage local pride and
care, This ks infinftely preferable fo Bmiting the
choice of stuchmes and materals to standard Urbar’ fecifies daminete characier
catalogues (often under the mistaken assumption of piace

that thase are the cheapest option}

Visfror facilities Most of the visitor facilities within this landscape tend to be located in
and around the settlements, although there tends to be a high demand
for accommodation throughout all areas. This demand may
encourage the conversion of croft and farm houses, the impact of
which will depend on the design of the extensions and the cumulative
impact of this recurring throughout an area. It can, however,
potentially disrupt the pattern of properties, and affect the nature of
land management in summer, as the seasonal demands of tourism
may often encourage extensive sheep grazing instead of more
intensive practises such as cropping.
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Guldance

The issues of declining land management due to the growth of tourism is outwith the
scope of this guidance. However, the plamning of visitor facilities within this
andscape needs to take into account the potential cumulative and knock-on effects
of this kind of development; this should ensure that its camrying capacity is respected,
so that visitors can be accommodated without this defracting from the intrinsic
character of the landscape for which they find these areas so atfractive.

The impact of bullding conversions to accommedate visitors can be minimised where
these are sensitively designed and relate to the characteristics of the house which
they are part of, particularly in terms of scale and form. The planning of any

~accommodation provision should take into account the associated impact of detalls

such as access signs, Bghfing and “decoration’.

Sensfive extansion - inferior in
sCake

Agriculture within this character type has undergone significant
change within recent years. Extensive sheep grazing is now the most
prevalent land use within these areas, strongly influenced by the
availability of grants through the Common Agricultural Policy [CAP).
High numbers of sheep, however, impose pressure on the vegetation
and ground conditions within particular areas of this landscape,
sometimes exacerbated by the inadequate control of muirbum. This
has led to such processes as ground erosion, the spread of bracken
and rushes, and a general reduction in biodiversity.

Land management and agricultural practice is likely to continue to be
influenced by the provision of subsidies and grants through CAF, and
the Crofting Counties Agricultural Grants (CCAGs) and Scottish
Countryside Premium Scheme (SCPS). It is not quite clear how the
different aims of these will fit together in the future and what will be
the overall impact in the landscape; however, it is expected that they
will encourage more sustainable practice.

The presence of many abandoned crofts in this landscape, in addition
to the general extensive nature of management, results in many parts
of this landscape portraying a negafive image of decline and neglect.
This can often result in these areas being subject to further
abandonment, and dumping of unwanted elements such as oid
machinery and spoil.

Giuidance
Akhough it is unclear how the provision of grants and subsidies will affect agricutbure
and land management in the future within crofiing areas, the promotion of more

sustainable practice will probably result in improved husbandry; this should principally
involve the reduction of sheep numbers, the increased control of muirburn and weed
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species, and the improved maintenance of field boundares and drainage channels.
There may also be a greater diversity of practice, for example small scale woodiand
and cropping. It i importent for these to relate to the parficular characteristics within
an area of small farms and crofts, recognising both its assets and Emitations, in order
io be sustainable and appear approprate to the place.

N

Land use relabes to landscape
*

Although the activity of farm and croft land is often heavily influenced by economic
issues, active land management should be encouraged wherever possible to poriray
an image of prospenty and care which tends to result in greater pride of place, and
thereby further appreciation of landscape value. This may be partly achieved by
promotng = greater awareness of the polential cumulatve mpact of negative
elements on the experience of this landscape, for example, stressing how the
locaton of waste and neglecled structiures can affect visitor attraction, and therefore
tounst indusires.

] —
Y
— o

Active agricutural practce Apendonmeant end replacement

The hand cutting of peat for fuel has traditionally occurred within
some areas of this landscape - mainly at the moorland edges. This
has usually taken place at a sustainable rate; however, it is suspectad
that this may not be the case for mechanical peat extraction which is
increasing in use. This tends to either involve the removal of peat
‘sausages’, or peat briquettes with a digger, and the full effects of this
kind of peat removal over long periods of time is unknown. It is likely
that it has the potential to affect drainage regimes and water levels,
and removes peat at a rate which will have knock on effects for the
biodiversity of the landscape.

Extensive areas of peat extraction will have a visual impact in the
landscape often introducing lines and patterns. The nature of this
relates to the specific character of the place, the scale of operations,

and the need for facilities such as tracks, and storage and loading
areas.

Giddance

Until a time edsts when the potential effects of mechanised peat cutting is fully
understood, i ks prudent o urge this 1o only proceed with great caufion. Any form of
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peat extracton will have an impact on the landscape; however, this may appear less
disruptive where it retates to the tradiional pattern of sxdraction and where the extent
of works do not appear to dominate the landscape scale. The mpact of operations
may also be reduced by strategically planning phases which will allow gradual
regeneration of vegetaton, although this may never ocour in some areas due fo the
sengithvity of the habital. In such places, # may be more appropriate fo encourage
the reversion to another habiat type, such as wetland,

The existing fragments of broadieaf woodland within this landscape
tend to be under pressure from grazing, particularly from sheep. This
has often resulted in the gradual development of a single age structure
with little regeneration.

There may be a growing trend for new woodland planting within this
landscape character type, utilising the curment availability of grants,
particularly now crofters are able to own woodland which they plant.
The introduction of woodland may potentially subdivide areas of this
landscape and affect intervisibility by obstructing views. It may also
add another layer to the existing composition of characteristics within
this landscape; however, if extensive in scale, it can also unify an area.

Guidance

Most exdsting broadleal woodlands within this andscape character type are in need
of active management, as they are often over-mature or affected by sheep damage,
increasing their susceplibility o fungal attack or dsease.  Although ideally sheep
numbers should be reduced to a point at which they do not adversely affect the
woodtand, in the short term this will probably involve fencing.

Despite the enclosure of 8 woodland creating a confrived character, the visual impact
of this may be minimized by locating fences to follow the lie of the land, and
designing woodiands so that they appear to sit within the |landform.

Mew woodland planting will generally appear most appropriate where it directly
refates to the landscape pattern and scale of enclosure within this character type.
This may also be aided by links to existing woodland, the proximity of which may aid
natural regeneration by providing an adjacent s=ed source, I s important to cornsider
the potential cumulative impact of new woodland to add 1o the visual complexity of
this landscape character type, or divide or isolate spaces which may in tum fragment
the sense of identity of a place and therefore cohasion within a community.

Wioodkand subdnides wea, but Character of landscape changes,
positive effect of increased shefer Drominance af woodiand and
and biodversky isckalion of SOme Spaces
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Key characteristics ix addition to those within the marn landscape charadter iyt

This landscape character sublype contains a wvery dispersed RByout of
buildings, This has frequently resulted from the abandonment of some crofts
and farms, their land being incorporated into the remaining properies in-
betweaan,

Frevious dersiy Dieparsal as farmiand &
amatgamated

As the remaining land tends to be managed on a larger scale, this adopls a
more wnified character, This, in combination with a reduced number of
buildings, tends to resull in the landscape appearing more open. As a
consequence, it is typically very difficult to discern the pattern of land
ownership and the sizre of properties within this landscape, and often makes
the edges of different townships indistinct.

Land use practice tends to closely relate to the individual management
approaches of an owner or tenant, rather than the specific charactenstics of
the landscape, typically affected by economies of scale. This can vary from
fairly intensive cropping, to extensive rough grazing, these comdrasiing
treaiments sometimes occuming immediately adjacent to each other.

Key issues of forces for change

It is important to consider the strategic implications of further development
within this landscape, as each area will have a camying capacily to
accommodate additional elements, after which the intrinsic character of the
landscape will change.

As townships become less distinct, there is often a reduction in the sense of
place and therefore community distinction; this may result in less pride of
place, social imegration and sense of responsibility.

a ]
b i o}
® »
el » =z
Distingt bowmeship o dstinet centre or edge

ts brwmehip
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sukrtype - disperied mall farms and crofts

*  The varation of land use and design in connection to specific landscapea

characteristice generafly seems irrational, with a weakening of the landscape
pattern and an increase in visual confusion.

Mo obrioss ralionahe Tor variation of land use

*  The abandonment of land and buildings will tend to portray a negative image of
prosperty and care,

Refer to main landscape character type for further guidance - pagas 208-220
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‘Key characteristics in addition to these sithin the main londscape character type

From a distance, this landscape may appear as the standard crofting type.
However, within the sattlements or townships, the character of these areas s
strongly influenced by the provision and design details of local facilities
such as lamp posts, pavemenis, highways storage, foilets, parking areas,
electricity and telephone lines and posts and asnals.

Some areas of ithis character subtype include a number of crofting
settlerments.  Although these are linked, by feaiures such as roads,
pavements, and linear housing development, the fringes of the original
townships tend 1o remain sparse and unordered; this can result in the sprawl of

Some areas of this character type contain housing estates; these tend to
possess urban features, such as lighfing, playgrounds, pavements, parking
areas, etc, required by the concentration of people. These elements contrast to
the traditional rural and dispersed character of the crofting township (service
areas, such as lay-bys and parking places are sometimes used to store
machinery and aggregate, rather than their intended function).

Key isspes of forces for change

The development of local facilities should be strategically planned to minimise
provision which can affect the intrinsic character of these areas. This is
especially important within this subtype, as many areas rely on visitors being
attracted by the particular character of the landscape, which if changed, may
discourage them.

The cumulative impact and knock on effects of locating facilities should also be
considered; for example the location of pavements, barmiers and street lighting
which separate pedestians from a road, may actually encourage drivers 1o
travel faster as the risk of collision appears reduced; this may then result in a
need for traffic calming measures further on etc.
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The suitability of providing certain facilittes within these areas should be
examined; for example it generally appears inappropriate to locate street lighting
within rural locations as this will affect the characteristic experience of these
places, especially at night when there is the formation of an orange haze within
the night skies (which prevents clear visibllity of stars and the aurora borealis).

The impact of local faciliies within this landscape will depend on their location
and design. They will tend to appear most suitabla where they relate to the
specific charactenistics of an area, This means that standard elements, such as
catalogue streef fumiture, tends to appear inapproprizte.

It is important to avoid the development of sprawl within areas of this character
sub-type; this may cccur when faciities are extended across the borders of an

arga, and may reduce the distinct sense of place, and possibly community
cohesion, within a sattiement,

Refer to main landscape character lype for further guidance - pages 208-220
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Key characteristics fn addition to thore within the main lendieape character fype

This landscape character sublype comprises many new residences, often
located naar to a settlement with local facilities (which also often coincide with
areas of good agriculiural tand). It contains a mix of both active and ruined
crofts and farms.

The new houses within this landscape fend to contrast greatly to the
older house style, generally being of a standard 'kit' construction. The houses
are typically very large, and oflen do not directly relate to the physical
conditions of their specific location, appearing as if they have been ‘smacked’
down onto the landscape surface. The impact of this is ofien extended where
they possess driveways, parking areas and are surrounded by concrete walls.

New houses fend to be fairly equally distributed within the landscape;
however, the proportion of houses to crofis and farms is typically greatest in
areas near to towns or a8 main road.

Where new houses are built in close proximity to abandoned croft houses, &
negative image of disrespect for the traditional character of the landscape
may be porirayed (athough, to some, the new houses may represent a modem
style of local development - ‘the Highland vemacular’).

Key issues of forces for change
It is important to consider the camying capacity of this landscape fo

accommadate additional housing, as the character of these areas will change if
that capacity is exceaded.

¥ _
[ E .\_!_,—i ]
n ™ B
= E 2
Balancs of houses & Balancs retaingd with a few Darrdnance of houses in
agricutural land e houses lendsoape

Mew housing will have a cumulative impact, screening and dividing spaces
within this landscape; where dispersed, this may appear as sprawl.
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it will be important to strategically plan the location of any new structures in this
landscape, as these may increase visual confusion, particulardy if of various
design, function, and relationship to the landscape.

Dispersed sprawl of new housing tends to resull in there being no distinct
centre or edges to an area, passibly resulting in a reduced sense of place or
COMmImunity.

The planning of new houses within this landscape should consider the
individual and cumulative need for faciliies, for example acocess, powerling
linkage and sewage disposal (many areas of this character type are unable to
accommodate additional numbers of these without adverse knock on effects,
for example septic tanks causing ground pollution due to inefficient soakaway).

At will generally be preferable to only develop areas where the existing
infrastructure has sufficient capacity, or is able to be easily added to withouwt
adverse effects.

it is important to consider the cumulative impact of all facilities within this
landscape, as those above ground will exacerbate visual confusion within this
landscape,

Iimpact of housing is minimal tmpact ol assoceted Services -
imcrease of visual canfusicn

To avoid the negative image created when new buildings are constructed
immediately adjacent to abandoned or ruined properties, the polential to
restore, adapt or expand existing struciures should be explored.

ideally, it will be preferable to discourage any new house bullding where
existing abandoned or ruined houses exist which are able to be restored or
adapted. This would involve redirecting existing grant assistance for this
purpose.

If new houses are to be buwilt, they will appear more appropriate where they
diractly relate to the character of the landscape - not a5 a pastiche to older

buildings, but as an element which appears appropriate to a particular location,
function, point in ime and other structures in the landscape.

Refer to main landscape characier type for further guidance - pages 208-220
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Key characteristics ix addition i these nathin the main Londseaps charader fype

This landscape character sublype contains & fairly even mix of open
agricuftural land and woodland, the landscape being semi-enclosed and

Buildings tend to form focal poimts where located on the edge of the pockets
of open land which are surrounded by woodland, as their locstion is highlighted
by the dark vegetation and vertical edge of the backdrop.

The sheher afforded by woodland often results in a greater richness of the
agricutiural land in these areas, aliowing the growth of high grade arable
crops, the character of which changes through the year to result in seasonal
interest, The favourable microclimate and rich land has also encouraged the
development of a fairy dense distribution of houses within these areas,
especially as this subtype tends to be located near to lamge selliements.

The semi-enclosed character of this landscape creaies surprise as one fravels
through an area. Where visibllity is screened, attention tends to be directed to
the foreground details, until an opening in the tree cover allows focused and
distant views outwith the area.

Key fssues of forces for change

It is important to consider how new development or change may affect the
balance between open land and woodland within this landscape, and how this
may be phased.

Each area of this landscape character type will have a capacity to
accommodate new slements, before the balance of open and enclosed space
is affected.

It is important to consider how the balance between open and enclosed space
is expenenced within this landscape, and between different areas of the
character type, to ensure that the location of numerous elements, even if not
direcily visible from each other, do not cumulatively change the character,

Agricuftural change and woodland restructuring and management may

influence this balance, also affecting the sense of containment by changing the
nature of the edges.
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As a semi-enclosed landscape, i is important 1o consider the scale of any new
development, to ensure that this does not appear to dominate the open spaces.
A new element will tend to appear most appropriate where it either appears as
an isolated focus within a space, or sits within the shelter of the edges.

Element sits a1 edge of open Large plemaent dominates

space, highlighted by s scale of open epace
cortras] af coiour against the

dark backdrep

Refer to main landscape character type for further guidance - pages 208-220
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‘Key characterdstics in addition to thor sethen the main bmdregne chanadter fype

This landscape contains only sparse habitation, with a profiferation of croft
ruins and ancient structures, ofien occupying prominenmt and slightly raised
sites. These creaie a very strong sense of history and cufiural change.

The open space and dominance of sky within moordand and coastal areas often
resulis in anclent and ruined structures being highlighted, pariculary by
the clarity of the northern and coastal light. A sense of the past can also seem
particularly acute in moorand areas, as their typical quietness, remoteness and
absance of midground and distant detail tends to encourage an appreciation of

the experience of this landscape, including the awvra conveyed by historic
structures.

Even where historc structures are not obvious, the location of anciemt or
recent archaeological features tends to be highlighted by improved araas
of ground - often evident as bright pockets of grassland.

A negative image can be portrayed by the presence of the ruined crofts and
ancent structures in this landscape, However these relics may also appear
extremely imteresting - indicating past land use and activity in strong contras
1o the existing remote experience of the landscape.

Most areas of this landscape characier type are nof actively mansged,
resulting In many buildings being in a siate of disrepair, and with once
improved agricultural fand reverting to rough grassiand: this 5 mainly grazed
by sheep where utilised at all.

This landscape character type often forms a transition between mooriand
areas and more intensive crofting and settlerment types, typically in areas on
the edge of agrcullural economic wviability, for example where i s very
exposed, or there is poor soil or limited access. [t also oocours in locations
which would have been particularly important in the past, for example
possessing a defensive position, which are no longer especially valued.

Key issues of forces for change

The character of this landscape depends on the image of past aciivity. This
tends to appear most positive and exciting where the landscape either displays
interesting structural refics within a2 quiet and remote moorland setting, or
alternatively contains a continuing 'story’ of utilising old and new features, This
latter scenario generally porirays a more positive image.
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It may be preferable 1o either leave areas of this character type unaffected, o
gradually decay or revert over time, or altematively o introduce new elements
where demand exists. However, i Is advisable to avoid a combination of both
treatments, as this can poriray a disrespectful image of the landscape.

The introduction of new structures into this landscape may change the existing
character of the landscape. Although this may affect the existing appreciation
of these typically quiet and remote landscapes, this may appear as just another
addition 1o the strong sense of history and cultural change.

It is important to consider how any new structure relates to the existing historic
features within this landscape. New elements will generaily only be seen as &
positive addition where, like the old, their design and funclion relates to a
specific place at a point in time,

A new structure may appear most appropriate where it is slightly separated
from the existing historic features in this landscape (unless directly related to
their function), complementing them as a distinct elememt, rather than
appearing to confuse their image or form. This also provides space to allow
the different experience assoclated with arefacts of different ages in the
landscape, to be appreciated without confusion.

Refer to main landscape character type for further guidance - pages 208-220
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appendix a

The following section summarises some of the principles of design imporant to landscape
character assessment, many of which are referred to within this document These are arranged
alphabetically as listed beiow:

page
1 Clarity and Harmony i
2 Colour i
3 Dynamic image ]
4 Dirnension of visual composition il
5 Form i
6 Hierarchy v
7 Order v
& Criantation W
] Pattern and texiure v
10 Points and lines v
11 Scale and proportion Wi
12 Simplcity, complesity and visual confusion vii
13  Spaces and edges wi
14  Shape wili
15  Symbolc imags wiil
16 Utilitarian image fx
17 Wisual movemsent ix

A key reference fof the information contained within this section i Ching, DK, 1896, Archipdure, Formn, Space, and
Crder. Van Mostrand Reinhold.






susmary of desipn ponciples

1 Clarity and harmony

The eye seeks clarty in & view: that is it desires an image fo be distinct and free from doubt or
confusion. Hamony relates to 2 sense of restful completeness, creating a feeling of balance
whiere opposite forms and forces compensate.

!

I
Cilarity - Confusion of Harmuory - bakance of apposite forces ImEaince of
campositien of image alaments -
image is chvials inharmenicus

2 Colour

Colour has symbollc meaning in relation 0 the disting landscape characier of a location,
particularly in relation 1o its culture, light, geclogy, vegetation and tradition of built structures.
Within the British culture, colours such as white tend 1o portray a neutrality and purity, whilst
cobours such as black and red have sinister and dangerous associations, and muted colours
may suggest compromise or indecision compared to these. Reds, browns, yellows and greens
often give a warmth of image, whilst greys. black, while and blues generally appear cold,
Variations in colour also indicate different spaces, edges and patiermn.

3  Dynamic image

Landscapes are not static systems, but constantly change in relation o vanous processas,
Some landscapes appear particularly dynamic, for example where there i active movement of
the sea, people or traffic, or where the land cover or landform changes because of cropping.

erosion or subsidence, Dynamic images may be stimulating, but also threatening as a result of
their instability and unpredictability,

4  Dimension of visual composition
The visual composition of a landscape will affect how the properties of distance, scale and

dimension are perceived. Landscapes can appear two dimensional where thera is no depth
indicated within a view.

Slmype hortzontal arrangerment Highlignting of landfarm and
of elements wih no indication indication of distance by
of dishance or scale creates elerments af knovwn s
e dimermional imege. illustrabes three dimensians]
dapth to landscaps.
5 Form

Form is the shape and structure of something as distinguished from its substance or materal.
Fegular forms are those whose parts are related to one another in a consistent and orderly
manner, for example the sphere, cylinder, cone, cube and pyramid. Imegular forms have pars
which are dissimilar in nature, related in an inconsistent manner, and are generally
asymmetrical.

People tend to search for regularty and continuity in the foms which they view, so that if any
parts are hidden or seem incomplete, our mind tries to visualise the form as if i were whole.
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sumaary of desigm principles

FaAY
® O - RN
A #: |
Fegular farms Irregular farms Attempt fo see an entire form

Additive forms result from the accretion of discrete elements which can be characterised by
their ability 1o grow and merge with other forms. The combination of elements must occur in a
coherent manner in order for additive groups to be perceived as unified compositions.

i l H
| w |
. I ‘ = % i .,
Centralised farm Linar form Radial foem Clustened form Me coherenoce as
addidive famms
6 Hierarchy

Hierarchy can be defined as a system amanged in a graded order. Elements often seem fo
form a hierarchy within & landscape as a result of their varying visual dominance at different

]

Hierarahy of spaces Hierarchy of lines Higrarchy of poiris

7 Order

Order can be defined as a state in which everything is aranged logically, comprehensibly or
naturally. It is achieved when the visual forces within a landscape can be clearly discemed or
when there is no doubt about the relationship of elements to each other, and i can create a
reassuring expectancy. Order without diversity can result in monotony, and yet diversity
without order can produce chaos; this means that a sense of unity with some variety is often
the preferred oplion.

Order within an image can indicate a raticnale for the visual composition, and it occurs in a
variety of ways:

Cluster or group
A cluster or group relles on physical proximity or similarity of elements to
_ﬂi“,ﬁi\- each other. It ofien consists of a repetitive, cellular or ordering device suen
as symmetry or an axis, and is usually a non-hierarchical organisation.

Rhythm and repetition

Rhythm refers to the regular or hamonious recurrence of lines, shapes,
spaces, forms or colours. Repetition s one of the most effective
arrangements in crealing unity in a compesition, its prediclability providing

reassurance.
o ml e e Grid
zle|e(z|eiE| A grid generales a network of points and nes, encouraging the viewer to
wiwlm|®|nl=l divide their attention equally over an entire surface. The order of a grid
s{s[5[=[5F| results from the reqularity and continuity of ts pattem which establishes a

constant field of reference points.
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Dizsorder

A disordered arangement generally possesses no visual rationale for tha
existence or location of elements. This may result in visual confusion,

& Orientation
The wvisual composition of a landscape will affect how direction and locstion is indicated 1o a
viewer, by the presence of landmarks and reference elements, A sansa of onentation is

generally reassuring, although in the absence of such indicators, tha feakng of freedom can be
heightened within a landscape.

— e X

Mo disfine] Diigined landrar: References lines and Reference lines
arientation indicating points
sertation

9 Pattern and texiure

Pattern can be defined as an arrangement of repeated or comesponding parts. This may or
may not be as a formal layout, but will possess some distinct relationship betwean elements.

Formal pattern Fandom pattern, alhough Pattem of land use
farmed by simiar redationship acceniuaied by contrast with
of ehernents backdop

Texture can be defined as the surface of a material. The texture of a landscape may be
directly related fo its pattern. Smooth surface fexture tends to encourage sweeping visual

movement in the absence of visual interruption or differential attraction which occurs over a
rough texiured surface.

EEdion plam secon plan
551-:':# G..:.
| /,«/ F*r. _‘-I::I b
aoshy
Smooth texture, for exampe fine ‘grain’ of short Rough lexuwe disfupls yvisos movement, for
grassand ground cover, does not imet visual EXAMpE, contrasting cosrseness of rock and
Friremer bracken covar,
10 Points and lines
Points mark a position in space. They = . .
have no length, width or depth and are o g , - .
therefore visually static, directionless and e . O
centralised. Points often form landmarks & o DA
within a landscape az a wisually
dominant feature; this means that . )
surrounding elements are often located ;,-,,. focal domminant :.f,d L"-'m' e
in direct relation to them. secondary fodi attention, with a
vizual relationehia



summasy of design ponciples

A line indicates the path of a point in motion; it often links and intersects other visual elements,
describes edges, or gives shape and arficulation to the surface of planes. The most deminant
lines in a landscape are typically the skyline or coastline, whilst midground herizons, roads,
powerlines and rivers typically indicate lines of secondary importance. Vertical linear elements
such as colurmns, obelisks and towers have been used throughout history to commemorate
significant events and establish points in space. The varying visual dominance of lines al
different levels often seem to form a hierarchy.

~ | e B X\

T poinks Darriner siodine Humersus nes create patierns and define Hesrarchy of ines
deacribe g line spaces by indicating boundafies
that connects
them
Faralel lines describe a plane by having
& visual relationship to each other, The | |

definition of space.

closer these lines are, the stronger the % i l =| @E

‘Weak definition of space Sitrong definition of carmidar
space with [inear charachar
11  Scale and
Scale alludes 1o the size of something compared 10 a reference standard or to the size of
something else. In conirast, proportion refers to the proper or harmonious relation of one pan
to another or to the whale; this relationship may be one of magnitude, but also of guantity or

degree.

Visual scale refers to how small or large something appears to be in relation to its normal size
or to the size of other things in its context, rather to its aclual dimensions. Something which is
monumental in scale makes us feel small in comparison, whilst intimate scale describes an
emvironment in which we feel comfortable, in control or mportant.

Human scale is a8 measure based on the dimensions and proportions of the human body,
although as these vary from individual to individual, this is not an absolute measurement. If a
space or feature does not actually have edges which can be physically touched, we rely on
visual rather than tactile clues to give a sense of the scale of a space. Many features have
sizes and characteristics which are familiar to us and which we use to gauge the size of other
elements around them, These are often referred to as 'scale indicators', for example trees,
Cars, a house or & parson,

Pt

= adade’ b
Seale of landscape B unknown Elemenis of a known skoe can Human scale of lendscaps -
with no comparable slements ach as ‘scale mocaiors', indication of its scake dus o
of any fixed size or distance. These indicated fhe scale of clasa prmamity, aliowing
Tio some, this cresles an the susTounding landscape refative companson of
intimidating &nd exciting image with direct comparison of landfiarm with human size.
af S urikmsam. refative Size.

Our perceplion of the physical dimensions of proportion and scale is imprecise - distorted by
the foreshortening of perspective and distance, and by cultural biases. However, a number of
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summary of deszgy poneciples

theories of proportion have been developed in the course of history o explain cur aesthetic
response to images, mainly based on the Pythagorean concept that certain numerical
relationships manifest the harmonic structure of the universe. Proportion refers to the equality
of ratios so that underiying any proportioning system Is a characteristic ratio which establishes
a consistent set of visual relationships between the parts of a structure or space, and the whole.
Although these relationships may not be immediately perceived by the casual observer, the
visual order and balance they create can be sensed, accepted, or even recognised through a
series of repeitive expenances.

1

Cifferent forme of siruckure crested from varous heighd, numbers ‘Various meatonship of siructure with
and widih af preporbons landscape dus to different scale and
preportion

12 Simplicity, complexity and visual confusion

The simplicity of a landscape refers to the ease with
which i may be understood. Landscapes which are
simple in their visual composition tend to poriray a very

clear and strong image which appears reassuring in its |
pradictability,

In conirast, a complex visual composiion typically sements
comprises an overlap of elements. A viewer will usually

try to sort these elements into some kind of order, so that

there is & rationale for their arrangement. This is ofien

achieved by separating the wvarious layers of
components, by perceiving a hierarchy, or by selectively

focusing attention.

As a result of the great varety in
which & complex landscape can be

_I__.n-l-'
viewed, it typically results in constant o .=
visual surprise  and  interest, =R
However, this in itself can be visually ey of Selactive atlention Separation of
demanding =0 thal a viewer May afenlion - varing io skyfre, plements to
gradually divert their atlention fo dominance of aviding enabia
foreground details in an atternpt to SemenEal taraground concetration on
avoid the wider complexity. ditferont lavels canfusian one gl @ lime

In contrast o visual complexity, whera there is some order, hierarchy or rationale to the
amangement of complicated elements, visual confusion refers to an image which is bewildenng
and unclear. This occurs where there is no obvious rationale for the combination of elements,
often resulting from these possessing no order and being located haphazardly or unthinkingly,
with mo direct visual relationship to the landscape or lo each other.

12 Spaces and edges

Lines often form edges which in tum indicate spaces. The proximity and distinclion of edges
will determine the degree of space enclosure and their resulting characieristics of shelter,
visibility extent and perception of security.
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visiblity and et slght wulnerbilty  space, RIERFTIERE.

14 Shape

Shape s the outward form of an element produced by its outline. Simpie shapes have a
structure which is easily comprehensible to the eye and easily remembered, with a clear order
of pars, angles and directions. The more vertical or horizontal the position of a shape, the
moare static i will appear, whilst if a shape lies on a diagonal, it will seem to be in motion or
temporary. A conflict of various shapes can result in visual confusion, the dominance and
visual impact varying with the proportion of the shape in relation to its sumoundings,
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Simple shape sits  Varying proportion  Shape appears Conbrest of shape  BMumenus Fecognisable
upon BREscape - Tesulls inshape  procanously - ratiorake for elesrents can shaps in refafion
refalionehip easy  either appesring  perched upan fareground shape  collectively creale 1o location and
i comprethend 1o perch or 53 fandscape, is onchear shape functon

ey wihin seemnghy

lendacaps Linekakie

Reguiar or geometric shapes generally appear absolute, uncompromising, devoid of style and
universally understandable. Irregular shapes have no distinct parameters and can appear
random or unpredictable with a lack of visual consistency.

15 Symbolic image

A symbal can be defined as representing something. Landscape elements often poriray a
symbolic image in what they indicate to & particular culiure by their visual compesition or by
representing a moment in time.

= e

Smmple mage Complax image Hisforical imape Futurisss imags Mysterious image - mo distinet funclion

Elements can, by association, portray & positive or negative image. Similar opinions oceur
within certain groups or societies, although the judgement of this will vary to a certain degree
between differant individuals, and this depends on whether something is seen to represant, for
example, good or bad, care or neglect, progres=s or decline and damage.
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- Wilderness

A landscape may appear to epitomise the image of a ‘wildemess' whare there Is littie or no
evidence of human impact, and where there is an associated perception of remoteness and

Tresmedom’.

- Human im

Although evidence of human impact within a landscape
can compromise its perception of remotenass, it may
helghten its appreciation by indicating the scale and form
of the landscape in comparison,

16  Udlitarian image

A landscape can appear io portray a ufilitarian image
where il contains human ariefacts, the appearance of
which seem 1o be purely determined by their function
and with no consideration of aesthetics. The description
of a landscape as depicting a utiitarian image is not
necessarly negative; however, this image may be
particularly significant within landscapes which poriray no
distinct land use function or are perceived as being
remole apart from the location of these elements.

17 Visnal movement

In contrast to a point which is static, a line expresses movement and direction. Conseguently,
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lines affect visual dynamism, dependant on their character and angle.
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